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Welcome to a new kind of English course! 
 
Talk a Lot is a great new way to learn spoken English, and quite a departure from the 
standard ELT course book. Instead of spending hours reading and writing, students have the 
opportunity to engage in challenging and fun speaking and listening activities with their 
friends. 
 
On this course students learn how to think in English as well as Talk a Lot!  
 
The Talk a Lot course objectives are very simple: 
 

• Every student talking in English  
• Every student listening to and understanding English  
• Every student thinking in English, and  
• Every student taking part in class  

 
Talk a Lot is structured so that every student can practise and improve English grammar, 
vocabulary, pronunciation, intonation, word and sentence stress, and interpersonal skills, by 
working in pairs, groups and one to one with the teacher. 
 
The main benefits of Talk a Lot are: 

 
• Students have to think in English during lessons in a controlled and focused way 
• Students learn how to memorise correct English structures naturally, without abstract 

and unrelated grammar lessons 
• Students learn how to construct eight different common verb forms, using positive, 

negative and question forms, as well as embedded grammar appropriate to their 
level. The verb forms studied are: Present Simple, Present Continuous, Past Simple, 
Past Continuous, Present Perfect, Modal Verbs, Future Forms, and First Conditional 

• Students learn 400+ essential vocabulary words by heart 
• Students enjoy following a simple and effective method that produces results quickly 

 
The ten lesson topics studied in Talk a Lot Elementary Book 1 are: Town, Food, Shopping, 
Health, Transport, Clothes, Work, Family, Home, and Free Time. 
 
Thanks to all of our students who have been trialling this course in recent months. 
Remember, teachers can download and print all the blank forms that are necessary for 
running an English course, such as blank registers and enrolment forms, individual learning 
plans, and initial assessments, all for free, from our website at www.englishbanana.com. 
 
We’d love to hear from you about how you have used this book and how your course went, so 
please feel free to contact us via our website feedback form or by emailing 
info@englishbanana.com. We’d also be really excited to hear about your ideas and proposals 
for new Talk a Lot topics and activities that we can use in future Talk a Lot books. 
 
With best wishes for a successful course, 
 
Matt Purland, Ostróda, Poland (6th April 2008) 
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Course Outline: 
 

• Before the course begins perform an initial assessment with each student to check 
that they are at a suitable level for the course, and then enrol them onto the course. 
This course is aimed at students who are at a good elementary level or pre-
intermediate level. For this course we recommend that there are no more than ten 
students per class. 

 
• The course is divided into twelve three-hour lessons. The first ten lessons each have 

a different topic; while lesson 11 is intended for the revision of material studied over 
the ten weeks, and lesson 12 is reserved for the students’ examinations and an end 
of course review. We recommend that you hold one lesson per week, making this a 
twelve week course comprising 30 guided learning hours, plus 6 hours of guided 
revision and examination. It’s up to you what order you do the lessons in; you don’t 
have to follow our order of topics! 

 
• If your students need more than three hours of study per week, why not offer them 

two 3-hour lessons per week: one Talk a Lot lesson, as described below, and one 
lesson using traditional teaching methods, which include conventional reading, writing 
and grammar-based activities that could complement the intensive speaking and 
listening work of the Talk a Lot lessons. You could follow a standard EFL or ESL 
course book such as New English File or New Headway, using material that 
complements the Talk a Lot lesson, so that in Week 2, for example, both 3-hour 
lessons are on the subject of Food and Drink. This would then give you a course with 
60 guided learning hours. 

 
• The lesson topics are: 

 
Lesson 1  Town  
Lesson 2  Food 
Lesson 3  Shopping 
Lesson 4  Health 
Lesson 5  Transport 
Lesson 6  Clothes 
Lesson 7  Work 
Lesson 8  Family 
Lesson 9  Home 
Lesson 10  Free Time 
Lesson 11  Revision 
Lesson 12  Exam & End of Course Review 

 
 
Lesson Outline 
 

• In our lesson outline, each lesson lasts for three hours (180 teaching minutes). This 
can vary according to your needs, for example, in some English language classrooms 
one teaching hour is equal to 45 minutes, and so 3 teaching hours would be 2¼ 
hours. Or it may be that you have only 2 hours per week with your group of students. 
You can still use Talk a Lot activities to serve up a satisfying and stimulating lesson – 
just in a shorter timeframe. 
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• Each lesson focuses on a specific vocabulary topic, for example “Town”. For each 
lesson the teacher can draw from seven different activities:  

 
Sentence Blocks 
Discussion Questions 
Role Plays 
Discussion Words 
Vocabulary Test 
Lesson Test 
Show & Tell 
 
It is not necessary to use every activity in every lesson. We believe that there is more 
material in this book for each lesson than is needed to fill 3 hours, so the teacher can 
mix and match, using different activities in different lessons. Similarly, it is not 
necessary to do the activities in the same order (as given below) in every lesson, but 
mix things up each time so that students don’t become used to a set lesson order. 

 
• Bearing that in mind, here is an example of how you could structure a 3-hour long 

Talk a Lot lesson: 
 
 
15 mins Welcome and vocabulary test (see page 5) based on the previous lesson’s 

topic. The teacher reads out the twenty words to the students in their native 
language and they write them in English. The teacher gives back lesson 
tests, discusses the answers with the students, and can also ask random 
questions from the previous lesson’s sentence blocks to check how much the 
students have remembered. 

 
15 mins The teacher introduces the topic of this lesson, for example, “Home”. Each 

student has to show and tell an item to do with this topic, e.g. for “Home” a 
student could bring a utility bill, or a cushion from their favourite chair, and 
then tell the class about it. The teacher also brings something to “show and 
tell”, and then introduces the eight new sentence block starting sentences 
and wh- questions on the board or on the handout (see page 8). It is 
essential that the teacher checks that the students understand the sentences, 
so that they are meaningful to students when they practise them later on. 

 
The teacher asks different students to model one or two of the sentence 
blocks, which will act as a reminder to students of how to make the sentence 
blocks. 

 
20 mins Students make the sentence blocks in pairs, for example, sitting back to back 

without eye contact. They don’t write anything down and must not copy the 
sentence block starting sentences from the board. For this activity all the talk 
flows from the students making the sentence blocks from the starting 
sentences and wh- questions on the board or on the handout. 

 
10 mins Next, the teacher introduces the eight discussion questions for this lesson 

to the whole class (see page 13). Again, it is important that the teacher 
checks that their students understand the vocabulary that is used. Students 
should be encouraged to use their dictionaries to check new words. 
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30 mins Working in pairs or small groups, students practise the discussion questions. 
This is free speaking practise – the antithesis of having to make pre-set 
sentences using the sentence blocks. The students can change partners 
several times in order to get a good variety of practice, then the whole class 
comes together and feeds back to the group, with the teacher asking 
additional follow-up questions. During this time the teacher removes the 
sentence block sentences from the board, or asks the students to return their 
sentence block handouts. 

 
We’re halfway through! Have a cup of tea and some fresh air – or just hang out! 

 
25 mins After a relaxing break it’s time for some brain work – the lesson test (see 

page 5)! The aim of this test is for the teacher to find out what vocabulary the 
students can remember from the previous lesson and to get an idea of how 
well they are coping with making the sentence blocks. 

 
25 mins The teacher could decide to use this slot for activities with the discussion 

words (see page 15) or for making role plays (see page 14) – or for both, if 
your students are up to the challenge! 

 
30 mins The students practise the sentence block sentences again, but this time 

without any written record – nothing on the board and no handout. The 
teacher monitors each pair and helps them where necessary, making sure 
that they are making the sentence blocks successfully. Towards the end of 
this time the whole class comes back together to give each other feedback. 
The teacher asks questions from the eight sentence blocks to different 
students, who should give a correct, or nearly correct, sentence – all from 
memory. In the early weeks this will be more difficult for the students, but 
after a few lessons with this method students should be able to answer 
confidently, having memorised some or all of that lesson’s sentence blocks. 

 
10 mins Open question time – students can ask any English-related question. The 

teacher looks at the students’ workbooks (this can be any suitable course 
book that students work through at home and which complements the lesson) 
and checks students’ progress. The teacher sets the topic for the next lesson 
and gives out the handouts for the next lesson’s vocabulary test. The teacher 
could either give or spend a few minutes eliciting the twenty new words in the 
students’ first language. The teacher should encourage students to keep all 
of their handouts in their own file, for revision and further study at home. 

 
 
Assessment Methods, Tests and Examination 
 
The overall course mark for each student is reached by continuous assessment and an end of 
course oral examination. Individual students are monitored throughout the course and their 
progress recorded in a number of different ways. The aim of using continuous assessment is 
to encourage students to work hard in every lesson – because every lesson counts and effort 
is rewarded along with accuracy – and to work hard at home, e.g. learning the vocabulary 
words each week. 
 
Each student gets a combined mark out of 80 for each lesson which is based on the following:  
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• vocabulary test:    maximum of 20 marks 
• lesson test:    maximum of 40 marks 
• student’s lesson mark – accuracy: maximum of 10 marks 
• student’s lesson mark – effort:  maximum of 10 marks  

 
• total lesson mark:   maximum of 80 marks 

 
The lesson marks are added together on the individual Student Course Reports as the course 
progresses. Students don’t have access to their lesson marks as they are added together, but 
they do see their marks for the vocabulary and lesson tests, as well as getting feedback on 
these tests and on their general performance each week. 
 
Teachers should award marks out of 10 to each student for every lesson based on the level of 
their achievement during the lesson (accuracy) and their commitment during the lesson 
(effort). It goes without saying that teachers should strive to be wholly objective and not give 
in to favouritism when awarding these marks. 
 
Over the ten lessons all of the lesson marks are added together to give an individual total for 
each student, to which is added the score from their final exam. This gives each student a 
grade for the whole course, ranging from A to U (ungraded fail): 
 

• maximum lesson mark of 80 x 10 = 800 marks + 
 

• maximum final exam mark of 100 = 
 

• maximum course mark of 900 marks 
 
Grade system: 
 
Grade A = 800-900 marks  First Class  
Grade B = 650-800 marks  Very Good  
Grade C = 550-650 marks  Good  
Grade D = 400-550 marks  Fair Pass 
Grade E = 250-400 marks  Pass 
Grade U = less than 250 marks  Fail 
 
Grades A-E are passes. Grade U is ungraded and means that the student has failed the 
course. The student’s grade is recorded on their course certificate, for example: 
 
“Grade: A” 
 
“Achievement: First Class” 
 
You could use one of the course certificate templates at the back of this book (see pages 
110-111), or create your own. 
 
Lesson Assessment 
 
During pair and group work the teacher monitors the students, checking and correcting 
grammar and vocabulary where necessary, e.g. during discussion questions and sentence 
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block practice. In all such “free practice” work the teacher should keep referring students back 
to the grammar that is being learned by making the sentence blocks, for example if a student 
says: “What you want?”, remind them that: “You must have a verb after a wh- question.” In 
this way the free practice work will help to consolidate what is being learned from the more 
structured practice of forming the sentence blocks. 
 
Written homework based on the topics and activities from each lesson could be given, 
checked and marked by the teacher. However, written work must be kept to a minimum 
during the lesson and students should not to write out full sentence blocks. This is Talk a Lot, 
after all! The students may instinctively begin to write down the starting sentences from the 
board, or make notes about the sentence blocks, but discourage this because it is a waste of 
lesson time in which they have a valuable opportunity to talk in English. The Talk a Lot 
method encourages students to use their memories as a learning tool and to activate the 
grammar that they already know before they join the course. When a student writes down 
the sentence blocks, they give full permission to their memory to forget this 
information, since they know it is safely recorded somewhere. Without the safety net of 
pen and paper students have to challenge themselves to work harder to make the sentence 
blocks (which are, after all, simply question forms and answers, based around individual verb 
forms). The time for writing out sentence blocks is at home, where students can write to their 
hearts’ content! They also get a chance to see full sentence blocks in written form when they 
do the lesson test – once per lesson. As we have seen, the Talk a Lot certificate is based on 
marks gained during continuous assessment along with a final oral exam at the end of the 
course. Lesson assessment also includes more formal testing with regular vocabulary tests 
and lesson tests, the marks from which are added to each student’s running total of marks. 
The teacher keeps track of each student’s progress by adding the results of their tests and 
other marks to their individual Student Course Report (see page 17). 
 
Vocabulary Tests 
 
All Talk a Lot tests should be run in exam conditions, with folders and dictionaries closed, no 
talking, and no copying. The vocabulary test could be held near the beginning of the lesson, 
as a way of quietening students down and getting them into study mode. We recommend that 
the teacher runs the vocabulary and lesson tests in the same positions during the lessons 
each time so as to give a sense of structure and routine to the tests which can be reassuring 
for students. Teachers should try to mark the vocabulary test during the lesson break and 
give students their results in the same lesson. The teacher keeps a record of the students’ 
scores on their Student Course Reports and measures progress made, as well as spending 
time during and between lessons addressing issues with individual students. 
 
Lesson Tests 
 
The primary aim of the regular lesson test is to consolidate the work done in the previous 
lesson. If you run this test immediately after the break it will help to settle students down and 
get their minds focused again on learning English. Set a time limit of no more than 25 minutes 
and stick to it. As with the vocabulary tests, the aim of the lesson test is to check students’ 
progress and both identify weaker students who may need extra support, e.g. help with 
making the sentence blocks, and identify stronger students who may need a greater 
challenge during lessons. For example, to maximise the effect of pair work the teacher could 
pair a stronger student with a weaker student. 
 
Lesson tests are marked by the teacher after the lesson and the results given to students at  
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the beginning of the next lesson, when there is time for a brief discussion of incorrect answers 
and other points raised by the test. The results from both tests enable the teacher to see not 
only who is paying attention during lessons, e.g. when making the sentence blocks, but also 
who is working at home: learning the vocabulary words, both meanings and spellings, and 
writing out sentence blocks.  
 
At their discretion, a teacher may allow students who have missed a lesson to catch up on 
course marks by taking both tests at another time, e.g. after the present lesson. Or the 
teacher may decide that the student has missed the lesson and so cannot catch up on the 
marks, a scenario that will affect their final course score. However, if the latter applies the 
teacher should give the student in question the material to study at home in their own time. 
 
Verb Forms Practice 
 
These pages can be introduced by the teacher as extra worksheets at any time during the 
course if students are having problems with sentence blocks based on a particular verb form, 
or if they need more focused verb forms practice. A follow up activity would be for students to 
imagine their own sentence blocks based on particular verb forms, e.g. the teacher asks 
students to work in pairs and make four new sentence blocks using present perfect form – 
orally, without writing anything down. 
 
In general, it’s better for students to use a variety of different verb forms in a normal lesson, 
rather than studying a different verb form each lesson, because if a student misses one 
lesson they won’t have missed out on studying a complete verb form. 
 
 
End of Course Oral Examination 
 
General Notes on the Examination: 
 
The Talk a Lot end of course exam is a one to one oral examination with the teacher reading 
the questions and the student answering. The exam should last for a maximum of 20 minutes. 
The exam is recorded onto tape and marked by the teacher. The results are added to the 
student’s individual Student Course Report and their overall course score and final grade can 
be calculated, which are then added to the student’s certificate. 
 
At no time should the student see the examination paper, whether before, during or after the 
examination. Nor should the student write down anything during the exam. The teacher writes 
the starting sentence and question word (printed in bold) on the board for each sentence 
block question. 
 
The examination questions are taken randomly from the course work studied and include 
material from every topic covered during the course. During the examination the teacher 
should not prompt the student for answers or help them in any way, apart from to explain the 
instructions so that the student understands what they have to do. Students may not use a 
dictionary during this examination. 
 
At the end of the course the teacher could give a prize to the student (or students) with: 
 

• the best course score overall 
• the best vocabulary test grades overall 
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• the best lesson test grades overall 
• the best attendance record 
• the most improved student (comparing the beginning and the end of the course) 

 
Marking Guide: 
 
There are four kinds of question that form the examination: 
 

1. Make sentence blocks (questions 1, 5, 9, and 13) 
 
The maximum score is 8 marks. Students score one mark for each fully correct line, with 
correct intonation and sentence stress, and one mark for naming the correct verb form. 
Students get only half a mark if the intonation and/or sentence stress of a line is incorrect. In 
the last two lines of each sentence block the answers will vary as students have to change 
part of the original information to produce a negative answer. Accept any answer that is 
grammatically correct and makes sense within the given context. 
 
Don’t penalise students for making contractions, or not making them. For example, if the 
answer on the examination paper says “No, he doesn’t”, but the student says “No, he does 
not”, don’t mark them down. It is still an accurate answer. 
 

2. Answer discussion questions (questions 3, 6, 11 and 14) 
 
Students can score up to a maximum of 4 points for each question based on the following 
criteria: 
 
The student should answer the question and speak for approximately 1 minute: 
 
4 marks:  the student produces sentences which are completely or almost completely 

correct in terms of grammar, pronunciation, intonation, and sentence stress. 
There are between 0-2 errors. Excellent use of vocabulary and interesting 
subject matter 

3 marks:  the student produces sentences which are good in terms of grammar, 
pronunciation, intonation, and sentence stress, but there are between 3-4 
errors. Good use of vocabulary 

2 marks: the student produces sentences which can be understood in terms of 
grammar, pronunciation, intonation, and sentence stress, but there are many 
errors 

1 mark: the student attempts to answer the question, but not using full sentences nor 
correct grammar, pronunciation, intonation, and sentence stress. Part of their 
answer can be clearly understood, but there are many errors 

0 marks: the student has not attempted the question or the answer is incoherent 
 
 
The teacher should make a note in the box provided of several examples of the student’s 
performance, including errors as well as correct structures. 
 

3. State ten vocabulary words on a given topic (questions 2, 7, 12 and 15) 
 
When students have to list ten vocabulary words, the teacher could keep a tally in the box 
provided, e.g. IIII IIII … Give a half mark in the event of wrong word stress or incorrect 
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intonation and/or pronunciation. When stating ten different vocabulary words the student 
cannot include the example word which is given in the question. 
 
 

4. Answer discussion word questions (questions 4, 8, 10 and 16) 
 
The answers and marks for these questions are provided on the examination paper. Give a 
half mark in the event of wrong word stress or incorrect intonation and/or pronunciation. 
 
 
Sentence Blocks 
 
Designed specifically for the Talk a Lot course, the sentence block method is a brand new 
way to teach English grammar with speaking practice. The main benefit of this method is that 
the students have to do all of the work. They must listen, think hard, and remember. They 
must produce eight sentences, both positive and negative, using a given verb form, and two 
different question forms, using wh- questions and questions with auxiliary verbs. They must 
produce the eight sentences based on a given starting sentence and a given wh- question 
word, using a pre-agreed set of rules. When they are working on the sentence blocks 
students are speaking and memorising correct English. They are learning to use key verb 
forms in English, forming questions and responses organically as they focus all their attention 
on making the sentence blocks successfully. They are also learning new vocabulary and have 
to produce their own ideas to make the last two negative sentences work. 
 
So what is a sentence block and how do you make one? A sentence block is a group of eight 
consecutive sentences, made up of seven lines, that forms a two-way conversation. There 
are strict rules governing how a sentence block must be made, which students should learn. 
 
At the beginning of the course: 
 
The students receive two handouts explaining the basic terminology used when talking about 
sentence blocks and some helpful rules for making them (see pages 18 and 19). The teacher 
should spend time discussing these pages with the students, in particular explaining: 
 

• When we use each of the eight verb forms that are explored during the course 
• What we mean by subject-verb “inversion” 
• How auxiliary verbs are used, and the rule for using “do” as an auxiliary verb 

 
In the first lesson or two the teacher will need to train the students to make the seven lines 
that form a sentence block. In the ensuing lessons students should be able to form the 
sentence blocks themselves, based on the given sentences on the board or handout. It is 
very important that in each lesson the teacher ensures that students understand the 
vocabulary used in the sentence blocks before they are let loose on the task of making them. 
 
This is an example of how an individual student could be coached to form a sentence block 
for the first time. When coaching groups, ask a different student for each of the lines. 
 
The teacher has written the first starting sentence on the board; for example, this one from 
the “Shopping” lesson:  
 

I used my debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work. 
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The teacher: 
OK, we’re going to make a sentence block. There are seven lines in a sentence block and 
eight different sentences. [Pointing to the board at the starting sentence.] This is the first line. 
Can you read it for me, please? [The student reads it out loud.] Do you understand this 
sentence? 
 
The student: 
Yes. 
 
The teacher: 
OK. [Writes “What” underneath the starting sentence.] To make the second line can you ask a 
“what” question based on the starting sentence? 
 
The student: 
What did you use to buy a pair of shoes for work? 
 
The teacher: 
Good. Very good. Excellent. 
 
Note: if a student has a problem producing any part of the sentence block, the teacher should 
prompt them with the first word, then the next, and in this way “coax” the sentence out of them 
by, if necessary, saying the whole sentence and getting the student to say it with them, then 
to repeat it without the teacher’s help. 
 
The teacher: 
And what is the short answer? 
 
The student: 
My debit card. 
 
The teacher: 
OK. Great. 
 
Note: it is very important that the teacher praises the student as they get sentences right and 
gently encourages them when they have taken a wrong turn. It is also important for the 
teacher to keep the momentum going so that the sentence block is made with a sense of 
rhythm and an almost urgent pace. This will keep the student focused and thinking about the 
task in hand. 
 
The teacher: 
So now we’ve got three lines. Can you repeat them for me? [The student does so correctly.] 
Now, let’s get to five lines. Ask a question with inversion. 
 
The student: 
Did you use your debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work? 
 
The teacher: 
Good. And the short answer? 
 
The student: 
Yes. 
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The teacher: 
Yes, what? 
 
The student: 
Yes, I did. 
 
The teacher: 
Good. Very good. So now we’ve got five lines. We’re almost there. Can you repeat the five 
lines, please? [The student does so correctly.] OK, so, to complete the sentence block, let’s 
ask the same kind of question with inversion but this time to get a negative answer. Look at 
the question word. Focus on the “what”. Change the “what” to get a negative answer. 
 
The student: 
Did you use cash to buy a pair of shoes for work? 
 
The teacher: 
And give a short answer in the negative. 
 
The student: 
No, I didn’t. 
 
The teacher: 
Then a full negative answer. The last line is made up of two negative sentences. 
 
The student: 
I didn’t use cash to buy a pair of shoes for work. 
 
Note: students have to invent something here (“Did you use cash…?”) that makes sense in 
the same context. They should try to think of a sensible option to get a negative answer. For 
example, the teacher must not accept: “Did you use a car to buy a pair of shoes for work?” 
because it doesn’t make sense. Students often struggle to remember to make two negative 
sentences for the last line. Encourage them and stress the two negative sentences. 
 
The teacher: 
Excellent! Now tell me all seven lines… 
 
Throughout, the teacher should help the student to achieve the correct pronunciation, word 
and sentence stress (see page 134), rhythm and intonation. If a student makes a mistake 
during a line, ask them to repeat the whole line again. Of course, in the example above the 
student has given almost all of the correct answers straight away. This is purely to serve a 
purpose in this guide – to give a clear example of what the students should aim for. The 
teacher should also encourage the students to think about word and sentence stress and to 
emphasise the correct words in each sentence, for example: 
 
Did you use your debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work? 
 
Yes, I did. 
 
Did you use cash to buy a pair of shoes for work? 
 
No, I didn’t. I didn’t use cash to buy a pair of shoes for work. 
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Students may have a tendency to try to say all seven lines with a questioning intonation at the 
end of each line. For example, they might say:  
 
The student: 
Did you use cash to buy a pair of shoes for work? No I didn’t? 
 
Ask them to think about the meaning of what they are saying and to make definite statements 
without the questioning intonation. Some students may try to gabble and deliver their lines 
very quickly without apparent thought of what they mean – wholly focused on their goal of 
remembering each line and forming the sentence blocks as quickly as possible. Ask them to 
slow down and to focus on what each sentence means. 
 
So, in the example above the seven lines and eight sentences of the sentence block are: 
 
1. I used my debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work. (starting sentence) 
 
2. What did you use to buy a pair of shoes for work? (wh- question) 
 
3. My debit card. (short answer) 
 
4. Did you use your debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work? (question with inversion) 
 
5. Yes, I did. (short answer) 
 
6. Did you use cash to buy a pair of shoes for work? (question with inversion to get a 

negative answer) 
 
7. No, I didn’t. I didn’t use cash to buy a pair of shoes for work. (two sentences – a short 

negative answer and a long negative answer) 
 
The teacher should ensure that the students follow the sentence block structure and that they 
recap each group of sentences after the 3rd and 5th lines. If a student has a tendency to 
“Um…” and “Er…” their way through each line, challenge them to say the lines without doing 
this. As they monitor the pairs engaged in making the sentence blocks – saying one line each 
– the teacher will sometimes need to be firm with the students, and ask them to keep focused 
when it looks as though their minds are beginning to wander, and of course the teacher also 
needs to keep focused! For example, when leading sentence block practice at the front of the 
class, the teacher will need to be one step ahead of the students and know the next sentence 
in their mind – what they want the student to produce – before the student produces it.  
 
Embedded Grammar: 
 
In each lesson students will practise making positive sentences, negative sentences and 
question forms using the following verb forms: 
 

• present simple 
• present continuous 
• past simple 
• past continuous 
• present perfect 
• modal verbs (e.g. can, should, must, have to, etc.) 
• future forms (with “will” and “going to”) 
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• first conditional 
 
While doing sentence block practice the students may be unaware that they are using eight 
different verb forms. It is better not to focus on this and blow their minds with grammar, but 
instead make sure that the students are making the sentence blocks correctly. For example, it 
is essential that students understand the eight starting sentences on the board or handout at 
the beginning of the lesson, and also know how to make a sentence block, before they begin 
pair work with a partner. 
 
The starting sentences all contain embedded grammar, which means grammar that occurs as 
a natural part of the sentence block as it is being spoken and automatically memorised, rather 
than grammar that is explicitly presented to students as an isolated grammar topic, such as: 
“In today’s lesson we are going to study wh- questions…” etc. The embedded grammar in the 
sentence blocks at Elementary level includes: 
 

• positive and negative forms 
• use of articles 
• use of auxiliary verbs 
• a variety of main verbs in each unit 
• subject and object pronouns 
• yes/no questions 
• wh- questions 
• active and passive sentences 
• punctuation marks 
• prepositions of place and time 
• some/any 
• singular/plural 
• nouns: common, proper, abstract, countable, uncountable, etc. 
• intensifiers – too, really, very, completely, etc. 
• use of infinitives 
• adjectives 
• adverbs of frequency and manner 
• possessive pronouns 
• determiners – this, that, those, these, etc. 
• there is/there are 
• formal and informal situations 
• use of gerunds 
• comparatives and superlatives 
• relative clauses – that, which, who, where, etc. 

 
The teacher could pick up on any or all of these grammar topics in more detail if they run the 
course as a 60-hour course (see page 1). 
 
 
Miscellaneous Notes: 

 
• As well as with students in groups and pairs, this method can also be used 

successfully with students on a one to one basis, with the teacher prompting the 
student to produce the sentence blocks, first with the sentences on the board or 
handout, and later from memory. 
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• Teachers (or students) can also imagine their own starting sentences based on the 
verb form or vocabulary that they wish to practice. 

 
Different Ways to Practice Forming Sentence Blocks: 
 

• In a circle – the teacher or a student leads and chooses each student in turn to form 
the complete sentence block. 

• The students sit back to back in pairs and say one line each, then reverse who starts. 
• The students chant a complete sentence block altogether as a group. 
• The students say one line or one word each, going around the group in a circle. 
• The teacher says a random line from a sentence block and asks a student to produce 

the next line. 
 
Note: every sentence block can be said or chanted in a continuous way by adding an eighth line at the end that 
begins with “So…” and continues with the question on line 2. For example:  
 
Line 1: Peter walks two kilometres to his office every day. 
Line 2: Who walks… [etc.] 
Line 7: No, he doesn’t. Jeff doesn’t walk two kilometres to his office every day. 
Line 8: So, who walks… [then, continuing with line 3, “Peter does.” and so on] 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
Students work in pairs with student A asking student B the first question, then student B 
asking student A the same question, before moving on to the next question. After between 5-
10 minutes the students change partners and repeat the process with a different student. 
Where there are empty boxes on the handout – for example questions 1, 3, 4, and 6 on the 
Town Discussion Questions handout – the students should write down their partners’ 
answers. This is partly to encourage the students to focus on the task in hand, and partly so 
that the teacher, who should be monitoring all the pairs, can see written evidence that the 
questions are being asked and answered. Before the students move off to work in pairs the 
teacher should look at the handout with the whole group and ensure that everybody 
understands the task and vocabulary used in the questions before they begin. For example 
the teacher could pre-teach some of the more difficult words and there could be a dictionary 
race to see which student finds each word the fastest. 
 
Extension activity: pairs that have finished the activity early could think up their own new discussion questions based 
on the same topic, or the teacher could prepare additional questions for the students. 
 
At the end of the activity the whole group comes back together for group feedback, where the 
teacher chooses a student to read a question and tell the class both their own answer and 
their partner’s answer. The teacher should highlight errors that have occurred and elicit the 
answers from the group. Interesting structures could be explored in more detail on the board. 
 
Assessment: 
 
This activity is assessed by the teacher checking and correcting students as they monitor 
each pair, listening in and making comments where necessary, e.g. challenging incorrect 
question forms, and writing down notes for later exposition on the board during the group 
feedback period. The students’ achievement in this activity is recorded as part of their overall 
lesson score (for accuracy and effort) by the teacher at the end of the lesson. 
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Role Plays 
 
Students work in pairs or groups of three to develop and rehearse a short role play with three 
scenes, based on the information given to them on the handout, which is then performed to 
the rest of the class. They have to include the title of the outline somewhere in their role play, 
e.g. Family role play 1: “You did that on purpose!” The role play can be fully acted out, with 
props and costumes, or be simply a dialogue, but students shouldn’t be writing during this 
activity. Writing can be done at home. In the Talk a Lot classroom the focus should be mainly 
on spoken English. As with the discussion questions activity the teacher should ensure that 
students understand what they have to do and are confident with the vocabulary used on the 
role play handout before they begin. The teacher should insist that each group produces three 
different, distinct scenes, teaching them to think of the role play as three parts of a whole, with 
a through-line and a logical progression through the scenes, for example: 
 

• Scene 1: Setting up the situation 
• Scene 2: Action 
• Scene 3: Result 

 
To make this task more challenging, you could agree as a group that all role plays have to 
include certain things, as well as what is in the outline, for example: 
 
a) a person’s name 
b) a place name 
c) an object (e.g. an aubergine or a giraffe’s toothbrush) 
d) a certain phrase 
e) a prop 
f) a costume 
 
The teacher could provide a costume box and a prop box in the classroom with plenty of 
dressing up clothes or objects for students to use in their role plays. 
 
If your students particularly enjoy doing role plays, they could try the role play extensions (see 
pages 54-56) in addition to the role play outlines on the handouts, but role play must be only 
one element of a Talk a Lot lesson. Make sure that in each lesson there is a balance of 
activities, for example: tests, sentence block building, discussion questions, role plays, etc. 
 
It’s fine when students want to veer away from the outlines given on the handouts. The aim of 
the activity is for the students to put the flesh on the bare bones of the outlines. For example, 
they should suggest character names, place names, names of businesses, and so on. The 
suggested outlines are only there to get ideas flowing. The teacher could suggest new 
situations for role plays or more imaginative groups of students could think up new role plays 
of their own, but based on the same lesson topic. 
 
The Mood Chart: 
 
Use the mood chart on page 57 to add an extra dimension to the role plays. Print the page 
onto card, cut up the cards and put them into a bag. Each student picks one card – one mood 
– and they have to act out their role play using this mood exclusively. When watching each 
role play the audience have to guess which moods the actors have picked. In another 
variation, the audience pick the moods that they want to see used in a role play, or all the 
groups have to rehearse the same role play using different moods, and the audience have to  
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guess the moods. 
 
Assessment: 
 
As with the discussion questions activity this activity is mainly assessed by the teacher 
checking and correcting students as they monitor the groups, listening for errors that could be 
dissected later on in a group feedback session, and correcting grammar in line with the work 
being done on forming sentence blocks. Again, the students’ achievement in this activity is 
recorded as part of their overall lesson score (for accuracy and effort) by the teacher when 
they sit down and write each student’s course report. 
 
Because this activity is drama-based, the audience could make their opinion heard too, giving 
marks out of ten for each role play based on: 
 
a) language accuracy 
b) effort 
c) imagination 
d) best costumes, use of props, lighting, sound, etc. 
 
Or they could give thumbs up (1 or 2) or thumbs down (1 or 2). The audience feedback is just 
for fun and not recorded on each student’s course report. 
 
 
Discussion Words and Question Sheets 
 
It’s amazing how much you can do with forty cut-out vocabulary words! We have outlined 
many activities for using these words with students on the discussion words question sheets. 
First of all, print the discussion words page onto thin card and cut up the cards with scissors. 
If possible you could laminate them to make them extra sturdy. 
 
The main activity goes as follows: sit down with the whole class around a large table and lay 
out all the cards face down. Students take a number of cards each. The number they take 
depends on the number of students in the class and for how long the teacher wants the 
activity to last, e.g. for a ten minute activity ten students could each take two cards. 
 
Go around the group one student at a time. Each student picks up a card and has to describe 
the word in English without saying it. The other students have to guess the word. The 
students could use dictionaries to find new words that they don’t know. It’s possible for 
students to make this activity deliberately harder for their peers by giving a more cryptic 
description! 
 
Using the Question Sheets: 
 
The teacher reads the questions out loud in a random order. Or one or more of the students 
could read the questions out. The teacher should use as many of the questions as is 
necessary to fill the time that they have allotted to this activity. For example, if you have 25 
minutes for this activity it’s unlikely that you will need to use the main activity as described 
above as well as all twenty questions on the handout. As with the Talk a Lot course in 
general, there is more material here than will probably be needed; but as all teachers know: 
it’s better to have too much material planned for a lesson that not enough! 
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Extension Activities: 
 

• The students work on the main activity with the words in pairs or small groups. 
 

• The students have to think of ten, twenty, thirty or forty additional words on the same 
topic, e.g. Home, and make their own discussion words cards. 

 
• The teacher or the students invent new questions based on the original/new words. 

 
• Have a game of vocabulary bingo. Each student writes down fifteen words from the 

forty words in three lines: five on the top, five on the middle and five on the bottom. 
The teacher reads out words from the group at random. The students cross out the 
words they have written down when they hear the teacher say them. The students 
race to see who can cross off the first line, then two lines, then all the words. 

 
• “Yes/No” questions: one student takes a card with a word on it, keeping it secret from 

the others, who have to ask “Yes/No” questions in order to find out what the word is. 
The first student can only answer “Yes” or “No”. For example, for food and drink 
words the other students could ask: “Is it a vegetable?”, “Is it green?”, “Does it grow in 
a field?”, etc. until they are able to guess the identity of the word. This is a great 
activity to get students making questions with inversion. 

 
• The students match the phonetic and English spellings of different words (see page 

142), translate words into/from the IPA, or group words by the sounds they contain. 
 

• A student mimes different words without talking, while the others have to guess them. 
 

• Word association activities: 
a) the teacher (or a student) chooses a word and each student has to say six words that they associate 

with this word, or each student in the group has to say one word. For example, if the word is “car” the 
students could say “wheel”, “engine”, “driver”, “gears”, “Ford”, “garage”, and so on. 

b) the teacher (or a student) chooses a word and the first student says the first word that comes into 
their head, followed by the next student and the next in a kind of word association chain. See how 
long your group can go for without running out of steam. You may be surprised where you end up! For 
example: “supermarket” > “shopping” > “centre” > “middle” > “school” > “work” > “job”, and so on. 

 
• Make any of these activities into a competition – individual or team – with points given 

for correct answers, and prizes. The teacher could even deduct points for incorrect 
answers. Prizes could be awarded for the first student to answer a question correctly, 
or the student who wins the vocabulary bingo, or who can think of the most new 
words on the same topic without a dictionary. For a fun group competition there could 
be a league, with the same teams competing in each lesson for points that 
accumulate towards a running total. It depends on how competitive your students are! 

 
Assessment: 
 
As with the other free practice activities in Talk a Lot (show and tell, discussion questions and 
role plays) assessment is performed by the teacher checking and correcting during the task, 
giving individual and group feedback, and referring students back to the grammar learnt from 
forming the sentence blocks. The students’ achievement in this activity is also recorded as 
part of their overall lesson score (for accuracy and effort) by the teacher on each student’s 
course report. 
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Name: ___________________________________________________________ Start Date: ________________  Class: ________________ 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Test /20 

Lesson Test 
/40 

Lesson Mark – 
Accuracy /10 

Lesson Mark – 
Effort /10 

Total Marks 
/80 

Teacher’s Comments 

Town 
 

      

Food & Drink 
 

      

Shopping 
 

      

Health 
 

      

Transport 
 

      

Family 
 

      

Clothes 
 

      

Work 
 

      

Home 
 

      

Free Time 
 

      

Final Exam 
/100 

  

Course Total 
Mark 

  

Course Final 
Grade 

    

  

Attendance  
/30 GLH 

   Attendance 
as a % 
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Q: What is a sentence block? 
 
A: A sentence block is a group of eight consecutive sentences, made up of seven lines, that 
forms a two-way conversation. It consists of positive and negative sentences, and two 
question forms – a wh- question and two questions with inversion (“yes-no” questions). 
 
Q: What is a starting sentence? 
 
A: The first sentence in a sentence block. 
 
Q: What is a wh- question word? 
 
A: A question word that begins with “wh-”. For example, “what”, “where”, “when”, “who”, 
“why”, “whose”, and “which”. “How” is also a wh- question word because it contains the letters 
“h” and “w”. Wh- questions are asked to obtain information, rather than a “yes” or “no” answer. 
They have a falling intonation, which means that the tone of your voice does not go up at 
the end of the question, as it does with “yes-no” questions. 
 
Q: What is a question with inversion? 
 
A: Also known as a “yes-no” question, because the answer is usually “yes” or “no”, a question 
with inversion is a question where the subject and verb have been swapped around (or 
“inverted”). They always start with an auxiliary verb (be, have, or do), a modal auxiliary verb 
(e.g. can, will, must, should, etc.), or verb “to be”. For example, this sentence is a statement: 
“John is a DJ”. To make this statement into a question with inversion we need to swap around 
the verb (“is”) and the subject (“John”) to make: “Is John a DJ?” Questions with inversion 
always have a rising intonation, which means that the tone of your voice has to go up at the 
end of the question. 
 
Q: What is an auxiliary verb? 
 
A: Auxiliary verbs are helping verbs. They don’t have any meaning of their own in the 
sentence, but they help the main verb to form a verb phrase. For example, in this sentence: 
“Ellen was talking about her sister who loves fish and chips”, “was” is an auxiliary verb (from 
verb “to be”) which works together with the main verb “talking” to make the past continuous 
verb form. There are three primary auxiliary verbs in English: “be”, “have” and “do”, as well as 
modal auxiliary verbs such as “can”, “will” and “must”. 
 
Q: What is each of the eight verb forms used for? 
 
A: The uses of the verb forms studied during this course can be summarised as follows: 
 

 

Present Simple:  to talk about regular actions and things that are always true 
Past Simple:  to talk about completed actions in the past 
Present Continuous: to talk about what is happening at the moment 
Past Continuous:  to talk about continuous actions in the past: what was happening 

when… 
Present Perfect:  to talk about past actions which are quite recent or relevant to now 
Modal Verbs:  to talk about permission, possibilities, ability, and probability 
Future Forms:  to talk about future plans, predictions and intentions 
First Conditional:  to talk about what will happen if a certain condition is met 
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1. During each lesson we 
work with the same verb 
forms in the same order. 
Look for patterns. Each 
lesson try to apply what 
you have learnt in 
previous lessons. 

2. After a “wh” question or 
phrase (such as “What time…?” 
or “How long…”) there must 
follow an auxiliary verb or main 
verb “to be”. 

3. Questions with 
inversion always start 
with an auxiliary verb 
or main verb “to be”. 

5. If there is either 
auxiliary verb be or have 
in the starting sentence, 
use it to make the 
questions and answers that 
follow. If there isn’t, you 
must use do as an auxiliary 
verb to make the questions 
and answers. 

6. Use as much of 
the starting 
sentence in the 
resulting questions 
and answers as you 
can. 

4. In questions with 
inversion the subject 
of the sentence must 
follow the auxiliary 
verb. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sentence Blocks 
For full instructions see page 8 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   Peter walks two kilometres to his office every day. 
Who                                                                    
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   We’re waiting patiently for the bus at the bus 
stop opposite the church. 
Where 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   Jennifer bought a couple of cakes at the bakery, then 
ran to the post office. 
What 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   The department store was opening until 10 o’clock 
because they were having a massive sale. 
Why 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   I’ve agreed to meet Dan in the old market place 
outside the library. 
Who 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   We could drive to the lake and go fishing. 
Where 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   The new optician’s next to the bank will open next 
Friday. 
When 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   If the tennis court is busy we can go to the gym 
instead. 
What 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   The best kind of bread is white sliced bread. 
What                                                                            
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   Michelle is having salad and pasta because she 
doesn’t eat meat. 
Why 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   Daniel gave himself the largest portion of ice cream. 
Who 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   Ellen was talking about her sister who loves fish and 
chips. 
Who 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   Jenny has just put the cheese in the fridge. 
Where 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   Potatoes can be boiled, mashed, fried, chipped, roasted 
or oven-baked. 
How 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   We’re going to buy some fruit at the supermarket this 
afternoon. 
When 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   If you eat too much chocolate you will put on weight. 
What 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   Emma is the manager of a small Italian restaurant. 
Who 
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   Simon is visiting the new shopping centre near 
St. Mark’s Road. 
What 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   I used my debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work. 
What 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   Jan was leaving the car park because she had 
finished her shopping. 
Why 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   I’ve looked everywhere in this shop for a tin of 
vegetable soup, but I can’t find one anywhere. 
Where 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   We should take the lift to the fifth floor. 
What 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   After we finish buying groceries, we’ll go to Nero’s for a 
quick coffee. 
When 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   If the checkout assistant offers to pack my bags I’ll 
let her. 
What 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   Being healthy is very important to me. 
What 
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   Sammi is sitting in the waiting room with her 
mum and brother. 
Where 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   I phoned my doctor this morning to make an 
appointment. 
Why 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   Ella was telling the receptionist about her husband’s 
painful arthritis. 
Who 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   I’ve taken two tablets three times a day for a week, 
but I still don’t feel any better. 
How many 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   Kenny has to take his prescription to the pharmacy 
tomorrow. 
When 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   Simon is going to visit the optician’s for an eye 
examination. 
Why 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   If you ask the doctor she will give you some good 
advice about your problem. 
What 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   I usually get the train at 7.28. 
When 
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   Gemma is driving to the airport to pick up her 
grandmother. 
Where 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   I flew from Heathrow to Copenhagen last night. 
What 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   Oliver was crossing the road when he was hit by a 
bus. 
Who 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   We’ve cancelled our flight because our daughter is ill. 
Why 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   All passengers must show their passports and boarding 
passes at the gate. 
What 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   The next train to arrive at platform 8 will be the 9.49 
service to Cardiff. 
Which 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   If we cycle to work we’ll get there in about an hour. 
When 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   My mum lives with her new partner in Brighton. 
Where 
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   Roberto’s daughter is playing with her cousins. 
What 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   Jenna’s aunt and uncle visited us in May because they 
wanted to see our new baby. 
Why 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   My sister was walking to the city museum with her 
children when she saw a fox. 
Where 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   The whole family has decided to go on holiday to 
Florida next year. 
Who 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   Your grandma and granddad should think about moving 
into a retirement bungalow. 
Whose 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   Sam’s brother is going to start university in Edinburgh 
next September. 
When 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   If our parents get divorced the family will be very 
disappointed. 
What 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   I wear glasses because I’m short-sighted. 
Why 
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   Harry is trying on a new pair of smart black 
trousers. 
Who 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   Frankie bought herself a new dress and some 
underwear in the trendiest boutique on Oxford Street. 
Where 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   Michael was wearing the yellow and brown striped 
pyjamas that his grandma had knitted him for Christmas. 
Who 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   I have always liked jackets and tops from Marks and 
Spencer. 
What 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   Stephen has to wear a blue and grey uniform every day 
for his job as a security guard. 
When 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   We’ll have a clearout of our wardrobe to see what we 
can give away to charity. 
Why 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   If you wear a suit and tie to the interview you’ll make 
an excellent impression. 
What kind 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   Gerry hates working part-time for his dad’s furniture 
business. 
Who 
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   Helena is hoping to get promoted at the end of 
the year. 
When 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   When Greg worked for Dell he had to do plenty of 
overtime. 
What 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   Edward was updating his CV because he wanted to 
apply for a new job. 
Why 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   My friend Jo has been unemployed since last August. 
How long 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   You need to ask your manager for a pay rise as soon as 
possible! 
What 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   I’m going to visit that new employment agency about 
temporary work. 
Where 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   Dave will have to work very hard if he wants to have 
a successful career in sales. 
What 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   I live in a small semi-detached house in Manchester. 
Where 
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   Mark is buying a new washing machine because 
his old one is broken. 
Why 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   When I went to their home Jack and Lisa showed me 
their new bathroom. 
What 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   Sarah and Noel were watching funny DVDs in their 
living room for three hours last night. 
Who 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   Jason has finished cutting the grass in the back 
garden. 
What 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   Barry has to do the washing up every night after tea. 
How often 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   I’ll do the hoovering quickly before I have a bath. 
When 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   If you sell your horrible flat you’ll be able to put down 
a deposit on a nice house. 
What 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1.   (Present Simple)   I love going to the cinema with my friends, because 
we always have a good time. 
Why                                                                 
 

2.   (Present Continuous)   Barney and Wanda are enjoying a day out at an 
amusement park. 
Who 
 

3.   (Past Simple)   We went on a camping holiday last summer for two 
weeks. 
How long 
 

4.   (Past Continuous)   Chester’s son was playing golf badly yesterday 
afternoon with a few friends from his cousin’s bowling club.  
How 
 

5.   (Present Perfect)   I have seen Macbeth at this theatre five times. 
How many 
 

6.   (Modal Verbs)   You should do some exercise instead of playing 
computer games all day. 
What 
 

7.   (Future Forms)   Me, Jess and Casey are going to watch the tennis in 
the park. 
Where 
 

8.   (First Conditional)   If the leisure centre is still open we can all go 
swimming. 
What 
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------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Town: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1. what where when    how far 
2.    who why which how 
3. what (2nd) where (x2)  who   how 
4. what, what time  when   which  
5. what where      
6. what (x2)      how 
7. what where    which  
8. what (2nd) where when     
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Food & Drink: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1.      which  
2. what   who    
3. what     which  
4. what     which  
5. what   who    
6. what       
7. what where  who    
8.       how 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Shopping: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1. what, what kind       
2.  where  who  which  
3. what (2nd)    why   
4. what (x2)  where  who    
5. what       
6.  where  who  which  
7. what (x2) where  who    
8.    who    
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
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------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Health: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1.       how 
2. what   who (x2)    
3. what  when who, whose    
4. what   who (2nd), whose    
5. what      how, how long 
6. what (x2) where  who    
7. what where  who    
8. what (2nd)   who    
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Transport: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1. what (x2), what time       
2. what where  who (x2) why  how 
3.  where (x2) when   which (x2) how 
4. what  when     
5. what   who    
6.  where when who    
7. what (x4: train, time, 

platform, destination) 
    which (2nd)  

8. what       
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Family: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1.    who (x2), whose    
2.    who (x2), whose (x2)    
3.   when who (x2), whose    
4. what (x2)  when who (x2), whose (x2)  which  
5. what where when    how many 
6. what where  who    
7. what where  who, whose  which  
8.   when who why  how 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
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------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Clothes: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1. what       
2. what (x2), what kind       
3. what   who    
4. what     which  
5. what      how long 
6. what, what colour   who why which  
7. what (x2)   who    
8. what       
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Work: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1. what (x2)     which  
2. what   who    
3.   when who    
4. what (x2)   who    
5. who       
6. what (2nd)  when who    
7. what (x2)   who why which  
8.    who    
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Home: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1. what kind       
2. what   who    
3.   when who    
4. what (x2)  when    how long 
5. what (2nd) where  who  which  
6. what  when who    
7. what      how 
8. what (2nd)  when    how 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
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------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Free Time: 
 
Make new sentence blocks from the starting sentences in this lesson using different “wh-” 
question words: 
 
 WHAT WHERE WHEN WHO WHY WHICH HOW 
1. what where  who    
2. what (x2) where      
3. what (x2) where when     
4. what  when who (x2)   how many
5. what where      
6.    who    
7. what (x2)   who    
8.   when who    
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 

http://enative.ir/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
For full instructions see page 13 

 



Talk a Lot 
 

Town 
 

 
For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now! 

 

Talk a Lot  Elementary Book 1  ©  English Banana.com    34 
 

 
Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. Do you live in a town or a city?    
 
Tell me more about where you live. 
 

2. What do you like about where you live? What don’t you like? How could it 
be improved?   
 

3. Who is in charge of your town or city?    
 
Do you think they do a good job? Do you vote in local elections? 
 

4. What are the best things to see and do in your town or city?  
 
 
 
 
 

5. Describe your journey from home to work or school. 
 

6. If you could live anywhere in the world, where would you live and why?  
 
 
 

7. What are the main problems in your town or city (e.g. crime, vandalism, 
homelessness, drugs, graffiti, etc.)? What is being done about them? How 
can you help? 
 

8. Have you ever lived abroad? Talk about your favourite towns or cities 
abroad (or in this country). 
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Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. What is your favourite food?   
 
Why do you like it? How often do you eat it? What is your favourite drink? 
Why? 
 

2. What is your least favourite food?   
 
Why don’t you like it? What is your least favourite drink? Why? 
 

3. Where do you shop for food and drink?   
 
Do you enjoy food shopping? How long does it take you normally? 
 

4. What do you think about vegetarians? Are you a vegetarian, or do you 
know anyone who is? What do you / they eat? 
 

5. What do you eat for… a) breakfast, b) lunch, c) dinner, d) a snack? 
 

6. Are you hungry?                            Are you thirsty?   
 
When did you last eat and drink? 
 

7. Do you watch cookery programmes on TV? What do you think of them? 
Have you ever followed a recipe from one of them? Tell me more. 
 

8. Who is your favourite film star?   
 
If they asked you to make them a sandwich, what would you put in it? Why? 
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Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. Do you enjoy shopping?                         Why? / Why not? 
 

2. How often do you buy clothes?  
 
How much do you usually spend on… a) clothes, b) shoes, c) jewellery? 
 

3. Who do you usually go shopping with? 
 

4. What are your favourite shops?  
 
Why? Which shops do you never go in? Why not? 
 

5. Have you ever worked in a shop? Tell me about it. 
 

6. Have you ever asked for a refund? What happened? How did you feel? 
Have you ever bought something that you really regretted? 
 

7. When did you last buy something nice for yourself? What was it and how 
expensive was it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Do you shop online?                        If yes, how often do you shop online?  
 
What do you buy? Which websites would you recommend? 
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Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. Have you ever been to hospital?                         Tell me about it. 
 

2. What would you do if a member of your family, or your best friend, had an 
accident? 
 

3. How healthy are you? How often do you get ill? Do you go to the gym or 
exercise regularly? 
 

4. What is the name, address and phone number of your dentist? 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Do you know anyone who is a hypochondriac? Are you one? Tell me 
more. 
 

6. How would you make an appointment with your doctor – in English? 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Do you take vitamin supplements or natural remedies?                             
 
Do they have any effect? 
 

8. Who is the unhealthiest person you know?  
 
Have you tried to encourage them to be healthier? Tell me more. 
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Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. What is your favourite mode of transport?                                           
Why? 
 
What is your least favourite mode of transport?                                       Why? 
 

2. Can you drive?                        Tell me about learning to drive (or why you 
can’t drive). 
 

3. If you had the choice, where in the world would you visit that you haven’t  
 
visited before?  
 
Why? Who would you take with you? How long would you go for? 
 

4. Can you ride a bike?                        Tell me about learning to ride a bike 
 
(or why you can’t ride a bike). 
 

5. Tell me about a terrible journey that you’ve taken, e.g. you had one of 
these problems: cancellation / accident / lost luggage, etc. 
 

6. What is the biggest problem with public transport in your town or city? 
 

7. How do you think transport will be different from now in fifty years’ time? 
 

8. Would you like to fly in a space shuttle? Why? / Why not? How would you  
 
feel if you had this opportunity? 
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Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. Tell me about your family… 
  
 
 
 

2. Is there anyone in your family that you don’t like or don’t get on with?  
 
 
                                                    Why not? 
 

3. Who is the funniest member of your family?  
 
Why? 
 

4. Have you ever lived far away from your family? Would you like to in the 
future? How did / would you feel? 
 

5. Do you have children? Tell me about them. If not, would you like to have 
children in the future? Why? / Why not? 
 

6. Which member of your family are you closest to?  
 
Why? 
 

7. Have you ever tried to make your family tree?  
 
Tell me about it. If not, would you like to start making one? Why? / Why not? 
 

8. How important is your family to you? Are families important to society? 
Why? / Why not? What would society be like without families? 
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Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. What is your favourite item of clothing?  
 
Why do you like it? Where did you get it from? How long have you had it? 
 

2. Which item of clothing do you hate the most?  
 
Why? When are you going to get rid of it? 
 

3. What do you wear to feel: a) smart, b) comfortable, c) fun? 
 
 
 
 

4. Have you ever bought something, worn it once, then taken it back to the 
shop for a refund? What happened? 
 

5. Who is the best dressed / worst dressed person… 
 
 
a) in the public eye   
 
b) that you know 
 

6. If you were given £3,000 to spend only on clothes and shoes, what would 
you buy and where would you go shopping? 
 

7. Do you follow fashion? Who and what is in / out of fashion at the 
moment? Have you ever been to a fashion show? Describe what happened. 

8. Where do you usually shop for clothes and shoes? What are the best 
shops in your town or city? Have you ever shopped online for clothes or 
shoes? Do you ever buy second-hand clothes or shoes? 

a) b) c) 
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Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. What is your job at the moment?  
 
Tell me about it. What do you like about it? What don’t you like? 
 

2. Tell me about the best and worst jobs that you have ever had.  
 
 
 
 
 

3. If you could do any job in the world what would it be?  
 
                                                                     Why? 
 

4. Who do you think has got the easiest / hardest job in the world? Why? 
 

5. If you won £10 million on the lottery, would you still go to work? Why? / 
Why not? If you didn’t have to work, what would you do every day? 
 

6. Who is the laziest person at your workplace?  
 
Do you think that they should get the sack? Why? / Why not? 
 

7. Have you or somebody you know ever been unemployed?  
 
How did you / they feel? How did you / they find a job? What other ways are 
there to find a job? 
 

8. Is it harder to be a manager than an employee? Why? / Why not? 

The best… The worst… 
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Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. Do you live in a house, flat or bungalow? Describe where you live. Now 
  
describe it in three words: 
 

2. Describe your dream home.  Where would you like to live if you could live 
anywhere? Talk about location, type of home, number of rooms, furniture, 
swimming pool, garden, staff, etc. 
 

3. Do you have a garden?                         Do you enjoy gardening?  
 
Why? / Why not? 
 

4. What would you do if you lost your home and became homeless? What 
are some of the reasons that people become homeless? 
 

5. If there was a fire at your home, what would you rescue first? Why? 
 
 
 

6. Is you home tidy or messy? How tidy is it on a scale of 1=very messy to 
10=very tidy? How often do you clean your home? Describe what you do. Do 
you have any friends with either very messy or very tidy homes? 
 

7. What is your favourite room in your home? 
 
Why? How much time do you spend there? What do you do there? 
 

8. What are your neighbours like? Describe them. Do you get on well with 
them? Why? / Why not? 
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Discussion Questions: 

 
 

1. How much free time do you have? When do you usually have free time?   
 

2. What sports do you enjoy watching or playing?    
 
What sports would you like to try that you haven’t tried yet? What sports 
would you never try? 
 

3. Tell me about a memorable holiday. Where was it? Who did you go with? 
Why did you decide to go there? What happened? 
 

4. Do you enjoy going on scary rides at amusement parks? Why? / Why 
not? 
 

5. How often do you go to the cinema / theatre? What is your favourite film / 
play…? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Do you like reading?                        What do you read? Tell me about  
 
your favourite newspaper / magazine / book / website…   
 
 
 

7. Describe a typical weekend. What do you do? 

8. Do you regularly surf the ’net or play computer or video games? Tell me 
more. If you don’t, why not? 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Role Plays 
For full instructions see page 14 
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Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “Water and books do not mix!” 
 
Place:   Your local library 
Time:  5pm 
Characters: You and a librarian 
Situation: You are returning a book about water-skiing that you borrowed for a recent 

holiday. Unfortunately the book has been damaged because you were 
reading it whilst water-skiing 

 
Scenes: i) You try to return the book when the librarian is not looking 

ii) You have to explain to the librarian why the book is damaged and who 
damaged it (you can be an imaginative liar!) 
iii) The librarian goes to ask a senior librarian for advice about how much you 
should be charged for the damage, then returns 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) The senior librarian 
b) Somebody reading at the library who says “Sshh! I’m trying to read!” quite a lot 
c) The author of the book 

 
 
 
 

2.  “Excuse me, where is the train station…?” 
 
Place:   The market place in your town 
Time:  2 o’clock in the afternoon 
Characters: You and a foreign tourist 
Situation: A foreign tourist stops you to ask for directions to the train station. They don’t 

speak English very well 
 
Scenes: i) The tourist asks you for directions to the train station. You don’t understand 

them well, but give them directions to the Tourist Information Centre, where 
they can get a map of the town 
ii) Later in the afternoon: you meet the tourist again. They can’t find the 
Tourist Information Centre. You agree to go there with them 
iii) At the Tourist Information Centre you ask for train times for the tourist, but 
unfortunately they have now missed their train 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Someone who works at the Tourist Information Centre 
b) The tourist’s friend or partner 
c) The mayor of your town 
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Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “Waiter, there’s a mouse in my potato!” 
 
Place:   Le Maison Souris – an exclusive French restaurant 
Time:  8pm 
Characters: You and a waiter 
Situation: You are having dinner at Le Maison Souris 
 
Scenes: i) During the starter you find a human hair in your soup 

ii) During the main course you discover a dead mouse in your mashed 
potatoes 
iii) During the dessert you find a gold necklace in your ice cream 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Your friend or partner who is also at the meal 
b) The manager of the restaurant 
c) Another customer dining at a different table 
d) The waiter’s friend or aged parent 

 
 
 
 

2.  “Have you ever driven a camel before?” 
 
Place:   A very hot desert in the middle of nowhere 
Time:  12 noon – the hottest part of the day 
Characters: You and a camel driver 
Situation: You are a famous explorer who is lost in the desert. You desperately need to 

find water or you will die. The camel driver is trying to get fifty camels to the 
market of the nearest town, which is 10 miles away 

 
Scenes: i) You agree to help the camel driver in return for water 

ii) During the journey some of the camels refuse to move 
iii) At the end of the journey you try to buy two of the camels from the camel 
driver to help you continue your travels 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) The camel driver’s lazy assistant 
b) Your long-lost adopted brother or sister 
c) A reluctant camel 
d) An unscrupulous market trader 
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Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “That’s not my DVD player!” 
 
Place:   A shop that sells electrical goods 
Time:  4pm 
Characters: You and a sales assistant 
Situation: Last Saturday you bought a new DVD player from the shop. When you 

opened the box you discovered that the player was a completely different 
model from the one on the box – a much cheaper one. You would like a full 
refund and an apology 

 
Scenes: i) You ask for a refund. The sales assistant tries to deal with the problem but 

only the manager can authorise a refund. The sales assistant says that they 
have gone out but will be back at 5 o’clock 
ii) It’s 5 o’clock. You return to the shop but there is no sign of the manager. 
You are getting angry and decide to take a DVD player from the stock room – 
the model that you should have had 
iii) The manager returns 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Another difficult customer in the shop 
b) A police officer 
c)  Your elderly grandmother 

 
 
 
 

2.  “Extra! Extra! Read all about it!” 
 
Place:   A street in your town 
Time:  11.30am 
Characters: You and a newspaper seller 
Situation: You buy a newspaper from a small kiosk on the street. The seller gives you 

the wrong change for a five pound note 
 
Scenes: i) You buy the newspaper and discover the mistake 

ii) You challenge the seller but they refuse to accept that they have made a 
mistake 
iii) You decide to set up your own newspaper kiosk next to the seller’s and 
start a price war by selling your newspapers at a discount 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Somebody buying a newspaper from you 
b) Your annoying sister-in-law or uncle 
c) A teenager trying to buy cigarettes for his under-age friends 



Talk a Lot 
 

Health 
 

 
For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now! 

 

Talk a Lot  Elementary Book 1  ©  English Banana.com    47 
 

 
Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “But I must see my doctor now!” 
 
Place:   Your local family doctor’s surgery 
Time:  10am 
Characters: You and the doctor’s receptionist 
Situation: You need to make an appointment for today to see your doctor because 

you’ve got a very bad cold. You want to see the doctor now because at 
10.30am you are going bowling, then having a haircut, then having a sauna, 
and then having a romantic meal – all with different people 

 
Scenes: i) You ask to see the doctor now, but there are no appointments until this 

afternoon 
ii) You phone your various friends to try to rearrange your day, but it’s not 
possible 
iii) You fake a coughing fit and the receptionist has to decide whether to let 
you see the doctor now as an emergency, or stick to surgery policy… 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) One or more of your different friends on the phone 
b) Your doctor 
c) Another patient in the waiting room – someone with a more serious problem – who 

has been waiting to see the doctor much longer than you 
 
 

2.  “It shouldn’t cost the earth to keep fit!” 
 
Place:   Your local gym 
Time:  3pm 
Characters: You and the gym manager 
Situation: You want to keep fit and lose weight, but you don’t want to pay the high 

prices charged by the gym 
 
Scenes: i) You speak to the manager about a discount. You say that you are a DJ on 

a local radio station and can give the gym good publicity for free if they give 
you some money off the monthly fee 
ii) The manager agrees to give you a free session at the gym today, and then 
talk about the discount later. You enjoy using the equipment at the gym 
iii) Unfortunately you break one of the running machines because you are too 
heavy for it. The manager has to decide whether to make a deal with you or 
not – and what about the cost of the broken machine? 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Somebody else using the gym who also would like a discount on the monthly fee 
b) The manager’s area manager, who overhears the first conversation and is not happy 
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Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “That’s not music – it’s just noise!” 
 
Place:   You are on a bus going to work 
Time:  8.15am 
Characters: You and a teenager 
Situation: You are on a crowded bus on the way to work. You have to stand because 

the bus is full. A teenager starts playing loud rap music from the speaker on 
their mobile phone, to impress their cool friends. Some people on the bus find 
this annoying 

 
Scenes: i) You ask the teenager to turn the music down or off. They refuse 

ii) You ask the bus driver to talk to the teenager about the music and how it is 
disturbing you and the other paying passengers. The driver is afraid of the 
teenagers and says that he can’t hear the music 
iii) You take matters into your own hands and confront the teenager again. 
You take the phone and the teenager gets very angry 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) The bus driver 
b) One of the teenager’s cool friends 
c) An off-duty bouncer from a local nightclub who gets involved 

 
 

2.  “I wanted a return ticket to Birmingham!” 
 
Place:   The coach station in your town 
Time:  2.45pm 
Characters: You and a customer service assistant 
Situation: You would like to find out the times of coaches to Birmingham this evening 

and buy a return ticket. You want to come home tomorrow afternoon 
 
Scenes: i) You go to the ticket counter and tell the customer service assistant what 

you want. They find the times for you, print your tickets and you pay them 
with your debit card 
ii) After you have left the counter, you realise that the tickets are wrong. They 
have given you a return ticket to Manchester, coming back next Friday 
morning at 4 o’clock 
iii) You go back to the counter, but find a long queue. You go straight to the 
front and try to talk to the assistant, but they won’t serve you unless you go to 
the back of the queue – even though it was their mistake 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) The customer service assistant’s supervisor 
b) Somebody else waiting in the queue 
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Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “You did that on purpose!” 
 
Place:   Your cousin’s wedding 
Time:  2.35pm 
Characters: You and the bride-to-be 
Situation: With the wedding due to start at 3pm you are talking to your cousin’s bride-to-

be, trying to calm her down because she is very nervous. She was your 
girlfriend ten years ago in high school but you are over her now 

 
Scenes: i) The bride makes you laugh and you accidentally spill your glass of red wine 

all over her dress 
ii) You try to clean up the dress. The bride-to-be is in tears and very angry. 
She accuses you of being jealous that she is getting married to your cousin 
and says that you ruined her dress on purpose 
iii) After a moment, you and the bride-to-be realise that you are still madly in 
love with each other. Will the wedding be cancelled? 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Your cousin 
b) The mother of the bride-to-be 

 
 

2.  “A mean man whose wallet rarely opened!” 
 
Place:   The funeral of your late Uncle Charles 
Time:  2.30pm 
Characters: You and Charles Jnr. – Uncle Charles’s son 
Situation: You have been chosen to read a speech at your uncle’s funeral. All of your 

family are there. They are all upset because Uncle Charles was much loved 
and will be greatly missed. You have just flown in from Fiji for the funeral and 
have been very busy with work lately, so you let your cousin, Charles Jnr., 
write the speech for you  

 
Scenes: i) Before the funeral Charles Jnr. gives you the speech moments before the 

funeral begins. You don’t have time to read it before going up to the front 
ii) You read out the speech but as you do so it becomes clear, from the 
offensive language used in it, that Charles Jnr. hated his father because he 
had excluded him from his will. You see that the family are very offended by 
the speech and that your life may now be in danger 
iii) Later on you confront Charles Jnr., who explains why he wrote the speech 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) A family member at the funeral, who is horrified by the speech 
b) Auntie Gladys – Uncle Charles’s wife 
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Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “Can I just try this on again?” 
 
Place:   A clothes shop in your town 
Time:  9.30am 
Characters: You and a sales assistant 
Situation: You need to find an outfit for a friend’s engagement party 
 
Scenes: i) You are not sure what colour, style, or size outfit you want, so you ask the 

sales assistant to bring several different options 
ii) You try on outfit after outfit. There is something wrong with all of them. The 
sales assistant has to go back and forth between the shop and the changing 
room several times until they are absolutely fed up 
iii) You decide to buy the first outfit that you tried on. The sales assistant tells 
you what they think of your decision 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Another customer who is waiting to be served 
b) Your friend who keeps giving you advice about the clothes, which makes you even 

more confused 
c) The manager of the shop who is annoyed that the sales assistant isn’t serving the 

other customers  
 
 
 
 

2.  “No – you go home and change!” 
 
Place:   Your partner’s birthday party 
Time:  8.15pm 
Characters: You and a former friend that you don’t get on with 
Situation: You have splashed out on a whole new outfit for this very special occasion 
 
Scenes: i) Your former friend arrives at the party wearing exactly the same outfit as 

you. They think that you should go home and change, whilst you think that 
they should do the same. In the end you both decide to change 
ii)  Later on. You both arrive at the party wearing a different outfit, but still 
exactly the same outfit as each other. You both go home to change 
iii) Much later on. You arrive at the party wearing the first outfit again. 
Moments later your former friend arrives, also wearing the first outfit  

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Your partner, whose birthday party it is 
b) Somebody else at the party who is wearing exactly the same outfit as well 
c) An over-enthusiastic party DJ 
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Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “This company’s not made of money!” 
 
Place:   Your boss’s office 
Time:  10.44am 
Characters: You and your boss 
Situation: You haven’t had a pay rise for two years. You work hard and do plenty of 

overtime, so after a lot of thought you decide to pluck up courage to ask your 
boss for a pay rise 

 
Scenes: i) You ask your boss for a pay rise. They don’t make a decision but ask you 

to come back at 4pm with a list of ten good reasons why they should give you 
a pay rise  
ii) It’s 4pm and you return to see your boss. You read out your list but they 
still don’t want to give you a pay rise. In fact, they ask you to do more 
overtime 
iii) One hour later you are in the lift going to the ground floor. Your boss gets 
in as well, eating a salmon baguette. You are alone together. Suddenly they 
begin choking on a piece of salmon. Do you help? 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Your boss’s secretary 
b) A colleague at work who doesn’t like you and also wants a pay rise 

 
 

2.  “How could you do a thing like that?” 
 
Place:   The staff canteen at your workplace 
Time:  5.40pm  
Characters: You and a work colleague 
Situation: At the end of a very long day you go into the staff canteen to get your 

sandwich box from the fridge 
 
Scenes: i) You witness a colleague stealing money from the employees’ holiday fund 

tin. You know that they have got financial problems at home. They don’t know 
that you saw them 
ii) The next day everybody is talking about who could have stolen £45 from the 
holiday fund. You ask your colleague about it, but they say that they don’t know 
anything about it. You tell them that you’re there if they ever need to talk 
iii) Your colleague comes to you and confesses. You both go to explain to 
your boss what happened 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Your boss 
b) Another colleague, who is sure that you stole the money 
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Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “This could be ‘Your Best Move’ yet!” 
 
Place:   “Your Best Move” – an estate agent’s office in London 
Time:  2.30pm 
Characters: You and an estate agent 
Situation: You are looking for a small semi-detached house in a quiet suburb, but the 

estate agent wants to sell you a smart expensive apartment in the centre of 
London 

 
Scenes: i) In the estate agent’s you arrange to view both the house and the apartment 

ii) The viewing of the house 
iii) The viewing of the apartment and your decision about both properties 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Your friend or partner 
b) The manager of the estate agent’s 
c) The present owner of the house or apartment 
d) A homeless person 

 
 
 
 

2.  “Just tidy up – or else!” 
 
Place:   Your home 
Time:  1.30pm 
Characters: Two people who live together, e.g. friends, flatmates or partners 
Situation: One of you is a very tidy person and one of you is very messy. The tidy 

person wants the messy one to help out more at home and try to keep their 
home nice and clean 

 
Scenes: i) A big row: the tidy person tells the messy person to clean the house – or 

else! Then they go out leaving the messy person alone at home 
ii) The messy person decides to either tidy up and start cleaning, or do 
something more interesting, like watch TV or chat to friends on the phone 
iii) The tidy person comes home and finds out whether their home is clean or 
not. They either reward or punish the messy person depending on their work 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) Another tidy or messy friend / flatmate who lives there too 
b) A nosy window cleaner 
c) A timid door to door salesman who is trying to sell life insurance 
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Role Plays: 

 
 

1.  “Sssshhhh!” 
 
Place:   Your local cinema 
Time:  9.40pm 
Characters: You and the person sitting in front of you 
Situation: You are with friends at the cinema, waiting for the film to start 
 
Scenes: i) The film begins. The person sitting in front of you is eating popcorn so 

loudly that it is difficult for you to hear the film. You complain and they agree 
to eat more quietly 
ii) A few minutes later their friend arrives late. They are very tall and sit in the 
seat directly in front of you, so that you can’t see the screen very well. You 
complain again and the friend agrees to sit further down in their seat 
iii) Half an hour later the person sitting in front of you is chatting on their 
mobile. You complain for the third time and they ask you if you want to “take 
it outside”… 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) The tall friend 
b) One of your friends 
c) A cinema employee, or the cinema manager 

 
 

2.  “I’ll get you for this!” 
 
Place:   On a ski slope in the Alps 
Time:  11.20am 
Characters: You and another skier 
Situation: You are a novice skier having lessons 
 
Scenes: i) Whilst practising your skiing you accidentally run into somebody and break 

their leg 
ii) At the hospital you apologise for the accident, but they want to take you to 
court to sue you for loss of income because they are a world famous dancer 
and were about to star in a West End musical in London. You try to talk your 
way out of it and leave a false name and address 
iii) One year later you are at the same skiing resort. By chance you meet the 
dancer again and both laugh about what happened. You slap them on the 
back in a friendly way, but they lose their balance and fall down the slope 
backwards. They end up back in hospital, this time with both legs broken 

 
If there are three people in the group the third character could be: 
 

a) The other skier’s partner or agent 
b) The other skier’s lawyer 
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Here are some additional situations for students to use as starting points for new role plays: 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Town: 
 
1. At the bank: you want to take out a loan, but you have a low credit, rating so you have to try 
a few different banks / loan companies / loan sharks… 
 
2. At school / college / university: you organise a field trip. On the coach you have to take 
charge when several students are sick. Then you are accused of stealing money from the trip 
fund. Did you steal it…? 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Food & Drink: 
 
1. At a sandwich shop: it’s your job to make the sandwiches, but you are very tired from a late 
night out and customers keep coming in to ask for more and more exotic sandwich fillings. 
You have to find the ingredients, or improvise with what you have… 
 
2. In a pub: it’s your 18th birthday and you are trying to get your first pint of beer from a 
landlord who becomes suspicious because of your youthful appearance… 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Shopping: 
 
1. At a supermarket checkout: you want to pay for your shopping (two tins of beans) but all 
you have is a £20 note. There is a long queue behind you and the checkout assistant won’t 
accept your cash because they haven’t got enough change… 
 
2. In the butcher’s / bakery / greengrocer’s / any shop: first, you can’t find any sausages /  
rolls / pears / etc. Next, the sales assistant scans your shopping but you notice that they scan 
a few items twice by accident… 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Health: 
 
1. At your dentist’s: you make an appointment to have a tooth out. Your dentist is very chatty 
but it’s hard to reply with your mouth full of instruments. Afterwards you discover that they 
have taken out the wrong tooth… 
 
2. At a pharmacy: you need some sachets of cold relief powder. You want blackcurrant 
flavour, but all they have on display are lemon flavoured ones. The sales assistant is reluctant 
to go and check whether they have any blackcurrant flavoured sachets… 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
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------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Transport: 
 
1. On the street: you are cycling to work when a car runs into you. You are OK, but your new 
bike is broken beyond repair. The driver refuses to accept responsibility for the accident, even 
though it was their fault… 
 
2. In a taxi: you are on a long journey with a very boring taxi driver who tells you endless 
stories about the celebrities that he has had in the back of his cab. To stop him from boring 
you to death, you tell him that you are also a celebrity – in Belgium – and make up stories 
about why you are famous… 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Family: 
 
1. At a family reunion: first, you find that you don’t recognise many of the people there 
because you haven’t seen them for so long; you end up getting lots of their names wrong. 
Then, you are surprised when you meet your uncle’s new wife, who is the same age as you, 
i.e. less than half his age… 
 
2. It’s Christmas Day: first, you don’t get the presents that you wanted; then, you have to 
break up a fight between your niece and nephew over who gets to play on the new games 
console… 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Clothes: 
 
1. At home: you agree to give away some of your old clothes to charity. Your partner or 
roommate gets to work sorting them out and, without your knowledge, gives away some of 
your very best clothes… 
 
2. At work: you have to wear a new uniform, but you hate it – both the design and the colour. 
It makes you look awful. You try different ways of improving it, much to the annoyance of your 
manager… 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Work: 
 
1. At work: it’s your first day in a new job. You accidentally break a valuable vase in your 
boss’s office. You try to cover up what happened but the office gossip hears about it… 
 
2. At the careers adviser’s office: you discuss your CV and skills with the careers adviser. 
They decide that you should apply for a boring office job and tell you to apply for four jobs that 
they find online. However, you have always had a burning ambition to become a professional 
wrestler… 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
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------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Home: 
 
1. On your driveway at home: you are washing your car, when you find a scratch and a small 
dent on the side. You confront your son or daughter, who borrowed the car last night to go to 
a party, but they are hiding somewhere in the house. You have to look in every room… 
 
2. At home: you have just moved into a new flat and you throw a fantastic flat-warming party 
to celebrate. It’s interrupted halfway-through when the person who lives downstairs bangs on 
the door and asks you to turn down the music… 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Free Time: 
 
1. At a football match: you are in a large crowd at a match between City and United. You are 
supporting your beloved City but it seems that you are in the wrong part of the stadium and 
everybody around you is passionately supporting United… 
 
2. At a travel agent’s: you are trying to decide on a holiday destination but your friend or 
partner just can’t make up their mind... 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ 
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I’m feeling… 

 
nosey 

 
bored 

 
sad 

 

 
cheerful 

 
angry 

 
happy 

 
shocked 

 

 
up 
 

 
frightened 

 
smug 

 
apologetic 

 
secretive 

 
 

down 
 

worried 
 

so so 
 

aggressive 
 

 
guilty 

 
ecstatic 

 
paranoid 

 

 
naughty 

 
 

surprised 
 

 
energetic 

 
friendly 

 
unwell 

 
depressed 

 
moody 

 
determined 

 
tired 

 
 

giggly 
 

upset 
 

mischievous 
 

disgusted 
 

 
too hot 

 

 
excited 

 
cold 

 
nervous 

 
stupid 

 
horrified 

 
relieved 

 
confused 
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Discussion Words: 

 
pavement 

 

 
bed and 

breakfast 

 
office 

 

 
bakery 

 
 

apartment block 
 

 
bank 

 

 
church 

 

 
bookshop 

 
 

bus stop 
 

 
optician’s 

 

 
building site 

 

 
mosque 

 
 

clothes shop 
 

 
football stadium 

 

 
post office 

 

 
casino 

 
 

library 
 

 
river 

 

 
tennis court 

 

 
school 

 
 

community 
centre 

 
building 

 

 
cathedral 

 

 
traffic lights 

 
 

department 
store 

 
market place 

 

 
chemist 

 

 
university 

 
 

college 
 

 
town 

 

 
car showroom 

 

 
village 

 
 

town hall 
 

 
lake 

 

 
bridge 

 

 
police station 

 
 

holiday resort 
 

 
public toilets 

 

 
city 

 

 
tax office 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables, 

e) 5 syllables, f) 6 syllables? 
 

4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 
stress falls. 

 
5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 

 
6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 

 
7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 

 
8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 

 
 

Lesson Questions: 
 

1. Where could I go to have my eyes tested and buy some new glasses? 
 

2. a) Put together all the places where I could buy something and think of 5 more kinds 
of shop. b) What could I buy at each place? 

 
3. Where could I buy some cakes? 

 
4. Put together the places where I could study. 

 
5. Where could I go to pray? 

 
6. Which place is especially for tourists? 

 
7. Which place is still being built? 

 
8. Where could I swim or hire a boat? 

 
9. Where could I go to watch a match? 

 
10. Where could I go to place a bet and either win or lose money? 

 
11. Where could I take my prescription from the doctor’s? 

 
12. Where could I borrow books and use a computer? 

 
13. If I wanted to take out some money or pay in a cheque, where would I go? 

 
14. Put these words into order of size: town, city, and village. 
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Discussion Words: 

 
milk 

 

 
carrot 

 

 
rice 

 

 
soup 

 
 

orange 
 

 
bread 

 

 
tomato 

 

 
banana 

 
 

pizza 
 

 
mineral water 

 

 
fruit 

 

 
cereal 

 
 

meal 
 

 
sausage 

 

 
potato 

 

 
wine 

 
 

crisps 
 

 
cheese 

 

 
lemonade 

 

 
lamb 

 
 

onion 
 

 
nut 

 

 
butter 

 

 
fruit juice 

 
 

meat 
 

 
chocolate 

 

 
fish 

 

 
flour 

 
 

vegetable 
 

 
chicken 

 

 
apple 

 

 
egg 

 
 

pie 
 

 
chips 

 

 
food 

 

 
pasta 

 
 

strawberry 
 

 
water 

 

 
beef 

 

 
mushroom 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables? 

 
4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 

stress falls. 
 

5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 
 

6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 
 

7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 
 

8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 
 
 

Lesson Questions: 
 

1. Which foods do you like? Which foods don’t you like? Which foods haven’t you tried? 
 

2. Put all the vegetables together in one group and think of 5 more vegetables. 
 

3. Which foods are often served in Italian restaurants? 
 

4. Put all the drinks together in one group and think of 5 more drinks. 
 

5. Which food can be boiled, fried, scrambled, poached, or made into an omelette? 
 

6. Put all the fruits together in one group and think of 5 more fruits. 
 

7. Which food would you eat with fish in a paper parcel? 
 

8. Which foods and drinks are… a) bad for you, b) good for you? 
 

9. Which food can be brown, white, wholemeal, sliced, toasted, and made into rolls? 
 

10. Which drink is white and very good for your teeth and bones? 
 

11. Which word comes after chest-, hazel-, brazil, cashew, wal-, coco-, and pea-? 
 

12. Which drink contains alcohol? 
 

13. a) Put all the different kinds of meat together in one group. b) Put them into your 
order of preference. 

 
14. Which food can be hard, soft, cream-, cottage-, cheddar, edam, gouda, parmesan, or 

many more different kinds? 
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Discussion Words: 

 
aisle 

 

 
local shop 

 

 
customer 

 

 
groceries 

 
 

cash 
 

 
car park 

 

 
debit card 

 

 
price 

 
 

market 
 

 
till 

 

 
sale 

 

 
way in 

 
 

promotion 
 

 
checkout 
assistant  

 
scales 

 

 
trolley 

 
 

change 
 

 
restaurant 

 

 
checkout 

 

 
express lane 

 
 

queue 
 

 
manager 

 

 
supermarket 

 

 
pence 

 
 

shelf 
 

 
bag 

 

 
cash point 

 
receipt 

 
 

lift 
 

 
shopping centre 

 

 
pounds 

 

 
way out 

 
 

bench 
 

 
refund 

 

 
delicatessen 

 

 
money 

 
 

shop 
 

 
escalator 

 

 
opening times 

 

 
frozen food 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables,  

e) 5 syllables? 
 

4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 
stress falls. 

 
5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 

 
6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 

 
7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 

 
8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 

 
 

Lesson Questions: 
 

1. Find the word for food and general household shopping. 
 

2. What can I use to buy something? What else could I use? 
 

3. Where can I put my shopping while I’m walking around the supermarket? 
 

4. Who scans my products after I’ve chosen them? 
 

5. What could I get if I’m not happy with what I’ve bought? 
 

6. This word means the same as “entrance”. 
 

7. Where can I sit down and have a meal? 
 

8. What am I given after I’ve paid for my shopping? 
 

9. Where can I buy cooked meats, pastries, and cheese? 
 

10. This word means the same as “elevator”. 
 

11. This means that some products are being sold at a lower price than usual, or that 
something has been bought. 

 
12. In the shopping centre or street where can I sit down and have a rest if I feel tired? 

 
13. I can use these to weigh fruit or vegetables before paying for them at the till. 

 
14. I become this if I buy something… 
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Discussion Words: 

 
infection 

 

 
bruise 

 

 
toothbrush 

 

 
cut 

 
 

stomach ache 
 

 
health 

 

 
emergency 

 

 
illness 

 
 

pharmacy 
 

 
surgery 

 

 
stethoscope 

 

 
stretcher 

 
 

toothpaste 
 

 
broken bone 

 

 
hospital 

 

 
cancer 

 
 

dentist 
 

 
injection 

 

 
stitches 

 

 
receptionist 

 
 

headache 
 

 
waiting room 

 

 
crutch 

 

 
ambulance 

 
 

nurse 
 

 
fever 

 

 
tablets 

 

 
examination 

 
 

x-ray 
 

 
doctor 

 

 
plaster 

 

 
appointment 

 
 

prescription 
 

 
wheelchair 

 

 
allergy 

 

 
patient 

 
 

rash 
 

 
accident 

 

 
problem 

 

 
needle 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables, 

e) 5 syllables? 
 

4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 
stress falls. 

 
5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 

 
6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 

 
7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 

 
8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 

 
 

Lesson Questions: 
 

1. Put all the health problems together and put them into order of how serious they are. 
 

2. What could I use to move around if I can’t walk? 
 

3. Which word means something urgent? 
 

4. What do I have if someone sticks a needle into me? 
 

5. If I have this I feel hot and sweaty and may see hallucinations. 
 

6. This is done in a hospital so that consultants can see inside of you. 
 

7. How many words end with -ion and what are they? 
 

8. This vehicle is used to take people to and from hospital. 
 

9. Which word sounds like… a) purse, b) wealth, c) news, d) cash, e) lever, f) such? 
 

10. Put together the three words that help keep my teeth healthy. 
 

11. What could I take twice a day if I’m sick? 
 

12. Put all the places together. What can I do in each one? 
 

13. What do I have to make if I want to see my doctor or dentist? 
 

14. A doctor or nurse could use this to listen to my heartbeat. 
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Discussion Words: 

 
fare 

 

 
petrol pump 

 

 
tyre 

 

 
boat 

 
 

ticket 
 

 
bus 

 

 
take-off 

 

 
motorway 

 
 

fine 
 

 
cruise 

 

 
passenger 

 

 
canoe 

 
 

station 
 

 
driver 

 

 
train 

 

 
commuter 

 
 

engine 
 

 
aeroplane 

 

 
ferry 

 

 
tractor 

 
 

car 
 

 
taxi 

 

 
cancellation 

 

 
bike 

 
 

emergency exit 
 

 
driving licence 

 

 
car park 

 

 
road 

 
 

ship 
 

 
road sign 

 

 
reservation 

 

 
motorbike 

 
 

flight 
 

 
service station 

 

 
airport 

 

 
roundabout 

 
 

garage 
 

 
runway 

 

 
van 

 

 
journey 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables, 

e) 6 syllables? 
 

4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 
stress falls. 

 
5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 

 
6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 

 
7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 

 
8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 

 
Lesson Questions: 

 
1. I need this if I want to drive a car or motorbike legally. 

 
2. Which words are modes of transport? 

 
3. What do I use to put fuel into my car? 

 
4. This is very annoying when it happens because it means that you will either have to 

wait, or change your plans altogether. 
 

5. Where can I go to put fuel into my car and buy a snack or some oil? 
 

6. Which modes of transport have you used and which haven’t you used? 
 

7. Which word sounds like… a) wrote, b) fuss, c) very, d) fire, e) pair, f) hike? 
 

8. This is what you are if somebody drives you somewhere. 
 

9. Put the modes of transport in order from slowest to fastest. 
 

10. You might have to pay to leave your car here, or it might be free, if you’re lucky! 
 

11. Which vehicle is used by farmers in fields? 
 

12. What do I have to pay if I want to travel on a bus, train, or plane? 
 

13. Which modes of transport travel on… a) roads, b) water, c) rails, d) in the sky? Put 
the words into groups. Can you think of any more modes of transport in each group? 

 
14. This happens when the plane leaves the ground. 
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Discussion Words: 

 
boyfriend 

 

 
mother 

 

 
son 

 

 
grandchild 

 
 

adopted family 
 

 
father-in-law 

 

 
girl 

 

 
niece 

 
 

granddad 
 

 
child 

 

 
grandma 

 

 
brother-in-law 

 
 

mother-in-law 
 

 
foster parent 

 

 
dad 

 

 
nephew 

 
 

mum 
 

 
uncle 

 

 
woman 

 

 
girlfriend 

 
 

grandson 
 

 
daughter 

 

 
parent 

 

 
brother 

 
 

baby 
 

 
ex- 

 

 
aunt 

 

 
family 

 
 

fiancée 
 

 
sister-in-law 

 

 
cousin 

 

 
father 

 
 

husband 
 

 
sister 

 

 
man 

 

 
partner 

 
 

boy 
 

 
fiancé 

 

 
wife 

 

 
granddaughter 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables, 

e) 6 syllables? 
 

4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 
stress falls. 

 
5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 

 
6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 

 
7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 

 
8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 

 
 

Lesson Questions: 
 

1. Which people are you closest to in your family? 
 

2. Put the words into groups to show which people are… a) female, b) male, c) either. 
 

3. This person is married to my granddad. 
 

4. This person is married to my wife’s mother. 
 

5. Which people could be… a) young, b) teenagers/early twenties, c) middle-aged, 
d) old? 

 
6. This person is my aunt and uncle’s child. 

 
7. My dad’s sister’s husband is his… 

 
8. Which words are not blood relatives? 

 
9. If my son’s wife gives birth to a baby girl, I will have a new… 

 
10. Which person is someone that you used to have a relationship with? 

 
11. I’m not engaged to or married to this person, but we’re going out with each other. 

 
12. Which words sounds like… a) had, b) aren’t, c) maybe, d) mild, e) sun, f) peace? 

 
13. This person looks after me instead of my parents. 

 
14. This is my family, but it’s not my original family. 
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Discussion Words: 

 
slipper 

 

 
zip 

 

 
vest 

 

 
tracksuit 

 
 

tie 
 

 
buttons 

 

 
earring 

 

 
blouse 

 
 

nightdress 
 

 
bra 

 

 
dress 

 

 
suit 

 
 

trousers 
 

 
high heels 

 

 
t-shirt 

 

 
jumper 

 
 

pants 
 

 
underwear 

 

 
ring 

 

 
necklace 

 
 

tights 
 

 
jeans 

 

 
skirt 

 

 
glasses 

 
 

shorts 
 

 
knickers 

 

 
coat 

 

 
pyjamas 

 
 

scarf 
 

 
sock 

 

 
belt 

 

 
shoe 

 
 

jacket 
 

 
top 

 

 
trainer 

 

 
shirt 

 
 

handbag 
 

 
uniform 

 

 
hat 

 

 
glove 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables? 

 
4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 

stress falls. 
 

5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 
 

6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 
 

7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 
 

8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 
 
 

Lesson Questions: 
 

1. I need to do these up to keep my jacket or shirt from being open. 
 

2. You may need to wear these to improve your vision. 
 

3. Put together things that only women can wear or use. 
 

4. Which word sounds like… a) sing, b) press, c) you, d) flipper, e) laugh, f) classes? 
 

5. You could wear these if you were going jogging, or exercising at the gym. 
 

6. This is a kind of shirt that women can wear. 
 

7. Which words are kinds of jewellery? 
 

8. Put together all the words to do with underwear. 
 

9. What can be worn under a shirt? 
 

10. You need to wear two of these indoors if you want to keep your feet nice and warm. 
 

11. Put the words into groups according to which clothes are usually cheap and which 
are usually expensive. 

 
12. What can be worn in bed? 

 
13. Put together things that you would put on to go outside on a cold day. 

 
14. What would you exchange with your new wife or husband when you get married? 
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Discussion Words: 

 
pharmacist 

 

 
sales assistant 

 
gardener 

 
plumber 

 
manager 

 

 
farmer 

 
jeweller 

 
nurse 

 
doctor 

 

 
mechanic 

 
electrician 

 
florist 

 
artist 

 

 
admin assistant 

 
painter and 
decorator 

 
estate agent 

 
accountant 

 

 
hairdresser 

 
chauffeur 

 
baker 

 
actor 

 

 
optician 

 
singer 

 
nursery nurse 

 
teacher 

 

 
newspaper 
reporter 

 
travel agent 

 
factory worker 

 
receptionist 

 

 
soldier 

 
builder 

 
lecturer 

 
head teacher 

 

 
greengrocer 

 
security guard 

 
police officer 

 
train driver 

 

 
DJ 

 
model 

 
butcher 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables, 

e) 5 syllables, f) 6 syllables, g) 7 syllables? 
 

4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 
stress falls. 

 
5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 

 
6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 

 
7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 

 
8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 

 
 

Lesson Questions: 
 

1. Which person could fix some leaky pipes in your bathroom? 
 

2. Which person sells flowers? 
 

3. Put the jobs in order of importance, starting with the most important job. 
 

4. This person plays music at parties or on the radio. 
 

5. This person will help you to either buy or sell a house. 
 

6. Which people can get you from A to B? 
 

7. Put into groups jobs that are… a) well paid, b) have a normal salary, c) low paid? 
 

8. Which person sells watches, rings and necklaces? 
 

9. Put the jobs into order of difficulty, starting with the easiest job. 
 

10. Which person wears clothes (or doesn’t wear clothes) for a living? 
 

11. Which person could cut your grass and plant some flowers or shrubs? 
 

12. Which person makes bread and cakes? 
 

13. Which jobs have you done? Which jobs would you… a) like to try, b) never try? 
Why? / Why not? 

 
14. Which jobs use practical skills and which jobs use intellectual skills? 
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Discussion Words: 

 
house 

 

 
carpet 

 
bathroom 

 
light 

 
DVD player 

 

 
bedroom 

 
apartment 

 
detached house 

 
semi-detached 

house 

 
bungalow 

 
cooker 

 
flat 

 
cupboard 

 

 
garden 

 
dining room 

 
washing machine 

 
fireplace 

 

 
kitchen 

 
door 

 
garage 

 
freezer 

 

 
ceiling 

 
stairs 

 
wall 

 
fridge 

 

 
radiator 

 
television 

 
sideboard 

 
hall 

 

 
floor 

 
toilet 

 
sink 

 
living room 

 

 
dining chair 

 
bed 

 
bath 

 
shower 

 

 
sofa 

 
dining table 

 
wardrobe 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables, 

e) 5 syllables? 
 

4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 
stress falls. 

 
5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 

 
6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 

 
7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 

 
8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 

 
 

Lesson Questions: 
 

1. What do you use to get to the next floor in a house? 
 

2. This is the first room that you come into when you enter a house. 
 

3. Which word sounds like… a) poor, b) think, c) fall, d) mouse, e) right, f) bridge? 
 

4. Which words are kinds of accommodation? Put them in order of price. 
 

5. This is where I store dry foods such as pasta, rice, tins of beans, and biscuits. 
 

6. We normally eat our main meals together in this room. 
 

7. Which room is home to the cooker, fridge and sideboard? 
 

8. We have these in most rooms and switch them on when we want to keep warm. 
 

9. This covers the floor in some of the rooms in my house. 
 

10. This is where you could go outside to relax and read a book – or do some planting. 
 

11. If I stand in any room in my house and look up what will I see? 
 

12. It’s great to lie in a hot one of these to unwind after a long and busy day. 
 

13. Which things would you find in the… a) living room, b) bathroom, c) kitchen, 
d) dining room, e) bedroom? 

 
14. Without these the ceiling would be on the floor! 
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Discussion Words: 

 
tent 

 

 
swimming pool 

 

 
internet 

 

 
tennis 

 
 

fishing 
 

 
cooking 

 

 
camping 

 

 
relaxation 

 
 

hobby 
 

 
cinema 

 

 
hiking 

 

 
picnic 

 
 

volleyball 
 

 
hotel 

 

 
computer game 

 

 
cycling 

 
 

leisure centre 
 

 
sleeping bag 

 

 
rugby 

 

 
park 

 
 

skiing 
 

 
holiday 

 

 
theatre 

 

 
climbing 

 
 

swimming 
 

 
reading 

 

 
watching TV 

 

 
weekend 

 
 

sport 
 

 
football 

 

 
café 

 

 
safari park 

 
 

bowling club 
 

 
playground 

 

 
jogging 

 

 
sunbathing 

 
 

golf 
 

 
basketball 

 

 
beach 

 

 
amusement park 
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General Questions: 

 
1. Are there any words that you don’t know? Use a dictionary to find the meanings. 
 
2. Take some cards. Describe the word on a card without saying it. 
 
3. How many words have… a) 1 syllable, b) 2 syllables, c) 3 syllables, d) 4 syllables? 

 
4. Put words with more than one syllable into groups according to where the strong 

stress falls. 
 

5. Put the words into alphabetical order. 
 

6. Put together words that have the same number of letters. 
 

7. Put together words that start with the same letter. 
 

8. How many words can you remember when they are all turned over? 
 
 

Lesson Questions: 
 

1. This is a place where you go to see wild animals up close, such as bears and tigers. 
 

2. Which word sounds like… a) dark, b) bought, c) looking, d) motel, e) reach, f) went? 
 

3. Which words are connected with physical exercise? 
 

4. Which words are places that you could go to? 
 

5. For this activity you could use a magazine, newspaper, book, or laptop. 
 

6. Which activity involves living in the open air close to nature? 
 

7. This is the great feeling you get when you take a break from work and start to unwind. 
 

8. Which words are to do with… a) indoor activities, and b) outdoor activities? 
 

9. Which word means Saturday and Sunday together? 
 

10. Which word could be played on a PC, Mac, Xbox 360, Nintendo Wii, or Playstation? 
 

11. These are places where you could watch… a) a film, b) a play. 
 

12. This is where you can join a gym, do aerobics, have a sauna or massage, and swim. 
 

13. This is a generally passive activity and doesn’t encourage a lot of movement or 
require much thought. You simply have to sit and stare at the box… 

 
14. a) Put all the sports together. b) Put them into order, from your favourite to your least 

favourite sports. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocabulary Tests 
For full details about assessment methods see page 3 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ bank 
 
_______________________ post office 
 
_______________________ church 
 
_______________________ clothes shop 
 
_______________________ library 
 
_______________________ river 
 
_______________________ optician’s 
 
_______________________ bridge 
 
_______________________ public toilets 
 
_______________________ department store 
 
_______________________ market place  
 
_______________________ bus stop 
 
_______________________ apartment block 
 
_______________________ lake 
 
_______________________ city 
 
_______________________ traffic lights 
 
_______________________ tennis court 
 
_______________________ office 
 
_______________________ bakery  
 
_______________________ village 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ meal 
 
_______________________ fruit 
 
_______________________ lemonade 
 
_______________________ fish 
 
_______________________ fruit juice 
 
_______________________ cereal 
 
_______________________ cheese 
 
_______________________ chips 
 
_______________________ meat 
 
_______________________ pasta 
 
_______________________ food  
 
_______________________ potato 
 
_______________________ bread 
 
_______________________ soup 
 
_______________________ rice 
 
_______________________ chocolate 
 
_______________________ vegetable 
 
_______________________ water 
 
_______________________ egg  
 
_______________________ wine 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ car park 
 
_______________________ sale 
 
_______________________ restaurant 
 
_______________________ supermarket 
 
_______________________ trolley 
 
_______________________ way in 
 
_______________________ groceries 
 
_______________________ cash 
 
_______________________ checkout assistant 
 
_______________________ debit card 
 
_______________________ receipt  
 
_______________________ refund 
 
_______________________ lift 
 
_______________________ price 
 
_______________________ queue 
 
_______________________ shopping centre 
 
_______________________ frozen food 
 
_______________________ shop 
 
_______________________ way out  
 
_______________________ delicatessen 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ health 
 
_______________________ waiting room 
 
_______________________ appointment 
 
_______________________ receptionist 
 
_______________________ tablets 
 
_______________________ prescription 
 
_______________________ problem 
 
_______________________ examination 
 
_______________________ doctor 
 
_______________________ nurse 
 
_______________________ dentist  
 
_______________________ hospital 
 
_______________________ surgery 
 
_______________________ pharmacy 
 
_______________________ emergency 
 
_______________________ ambulance 
 
_______________________ illness 
 
_______________________ allergy 
 
_______________________ accident 
 
_______________________ injection 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ bus 
 
_______________________ train 
 
_______________________ taxi 
 
_______________________ station 
 
_______________________ bike 
 
_______________________ motorway 
 
_______________________ ticket 
 
_______________________ reservation 
 
_______________________ aeroplane 
 
_______________________ flight 
 
_______________________ journey  
 
_______________________ cancellation 
 
_______________________ commuter 
 
_______________________ passenger 
 
_______________________ driver 
 
_______________________ car 
 
_______________________ motorbike 
 
_______________________ airport 
 
_______________________ garage 
 
_______________________ driving licence 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ dad 
 
_______________________ aunt  
 
_______________________ nephew 
 
_______________________ husband 
 
_______________________ cousin 
 
_______________________ uncle 
 
_______________________ grandma 
 
_______________________ mum 
 
_______________________ sister 
 
_______________________ daughter 
 
_______________________ granddad 
 
_______________________ ex- 
 
_______________________ niece 
 
_______________________ son 
 
_______________________ granddaughter 
 
_______________________ partner 
 
_______________________ brother 
 
_______________________ grandson 
 
_______________________ parent 
 
_______________________ wife 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ trousers 
 
_______________________ skirt 
 
_______________________ blouse 
 
_______________________ sock 
 
_______________________ shoe 
 
_______________________ jumper 
 
_______________________ jacket 
 
_______________________ hat 
 
_______________________ coat 
 
_______________________ underwear 
 
_______________________ dress 
 
_______________________ tie 
 
_______________________ scarf 
 
_______________________ glasses 
 
_______________________ suit 
 
_______________________ shirt 
 
_______________________ top 
 
_______________________ pyjamas 
 
_______________________ uniform 
 
_______________________ jeans 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ plumber 
 
_______________________ manager 
 
_______________________ nurse 
 
_______________________ electrician 
 
_______________________ doctor 
 
_______________________ mechanic 
 
_______________________ admin assistant 
 
_______________________ accountant 
 
_______________________ hairdresser 
 
_______________________ singer 
 
_______________________ nursery nurse 
 
_______________________ teacher 
 
_______________________ factory worker 
 
_______________________ builder 
 
_______________________ police officer 
 
_______________________ train driver 
 
_______________________ optician 
 
_______________________ actor 
 
_______________________ farmer 
 
_______________________ model 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ house 
 
_______________________ bedroom 
 
_______________________ garden 
 
_______________________ stairs 
 
_______________________ fridge 
 
_______________________ washing machine 
 
_______________________ apartment 
 
_______________________ bed 
 
_______________________ television 
 
_______________________ bath 
 
_______________________ living room 
 
_______________________ sofa 
 
_______________________ toilet 
 
_______________________ wardrobe  
 
_______________________ sink 
 
_______________________ cooker 
 
_______________________ kitchen 
 
_______________________ cupboard  
 
_______________________ bathroom 
 
_______________________ dining room 



Talk a Lot 
 

_______________________ / Free Time 
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Vocabulary Test: 

 
First Language:   English: 
 
_______________________ cinema 
 
_______________________ theatre 
 
_______________________ bowling club 
 
_______________________ café 
 
_______________________ park 
 
_______________________ leisure centre 
 
_______________________ swimming pool 
 
_______________________ tennis 
 
_______________________ football 
 
_______________________ amusement park 
 
_______________________ golf  
 
_______________________ swimming 
 
_______________________ rugby 
 
_______________________ volleyball 
 
_______________________ camping 
 
_______________________ cycling 
 
_______________________ holiday 
 
_______________________ weekend 
 
_______________________ reading  
 
_______________________ computer game 

http://enative.ir/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Tests 
For full details about assessment methods see page 3 

 



Talk a Lot 
 

Lesson Test – Town 
 

 
For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now! 

 

Talk a Lot  Elementary Book 1  ©  English Banana.com    88 
 

A)  Put a mark above the stressed syllable in each word or phrase and write how many 
syllables there are: 
 
a) post office (    )    b) library (    )    c) bakery (    )    d) office (    )    e) public toilets (    ) 
 
B)  Complete the gap in each starting sentence with one of these words: 

a) ran  b) cycling  c) drive   d) walks 
 
1. Peter ______________________ two kilometres to his office every day. 
 
2. Jennifer bought a couple of cakes at the bakery, then _______________ to the post office. 
 
3. We could ______________________ to the lake and go fishing. 
 
C)  Underline the word that is different in each group and state why: 
 
1. a) department store    b) town hall    c) bakery    d) butcher’s ______________________ 
2. a) casino    b) tennis court    c) park    d) football stadium ______________________ 
3. a) bus stop    b) traffic lights    c) school    d) pavement  ______________________ 
4. a) church    b) office    c) cathedral    d) mosque  ______________________ 
 
Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- I’ve agreed to meet Dan in the old market place outside the library. 
- Who   1. ______________________ you agreed to meet in the old market place outside the 
library? 
- 2. ______________________. 
- Have you agreed   3. ______________________ Dan in the old market place outside the 
library? 
- Yes, I   4. ______________________. 
- Have you agreed to meet   5. ______________________ in the old market place outside the 
library? 
- No,   6. ______________________. I haven’t agreed to meet Alex in the old market place 
outside the library. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- The new optician’s next to the bank will open next Friday. 
- 7. ______________________ will the new optician’s next to the bank open? 
- Next   8. ______________________. 
- 9. ______________________ the new optician’s next to the bank open next Friday? 
- Yes,   10. ______________________ will. 
- Will the new optician’s next to the bank open next   11. ______________________? 
- No, it   12. ______________. The new optician’s next to the bank won’t open next Saturday. 
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A)  Translate these words into English from the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA): 
 
a) LãfäâL= ___________________  d) LÑêìWíL= ___________________=
b) LÄêÉÇL= ___________________  e) LDípflâä]íL= ___________________=
c) LípáWòL= ___________________  f) Lï~fåL= ___________________=

 
B)  Fill in the missing words in these sentence block starting sentences: 
 
1. Michelle is having salad and pasta because she doesn’t ______________________ meat. 
 
2. Potatoes ______________________ be boiled, mashed, fried, chipped, roasted or oven-
baked. 
 
3. Daniel gave ______________________ the largest portion of ice cream. 
 
4. We’re ______________________ to buy some fruit at the supermarket this afternoon. 
 
5. Jenny has ______________________ put the cheese in the fridge. 
 
C)  Write a food or drink word that sounds like: 
 

1. please            2. red            3. feet            4. hips            5. leg            6. nice            7. but 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- The best kind of bread is white sliced bread. 
- What   1. ______________________ the best kind of bread? 
- White sliced   2. ______________________. 
- 3. ______________________ white sliced bread the best kind of bread? 
- Yes,   4. ______________________ is. 
- Is dry wholemeal bread the   5. ______________________ kind of bread? 
- No, it   6. ______________________. Dry wholemeal bread isn’t the best kind of bread. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- If you eat too much chocolate you will put on weight. 
- 7. ______________________ will happen if I eat too much chocolate? 
- You will   8. _____________________________________________________________. 
- 9. ______________________ I put on weight if I eat too much chocolate? 
- Yes, you   10. ______________________. 
- Will I   11. ___________________________________ if I eat too much chocolate? 
- 12. ______________________, you won’t. You won’t lose weight if you eat too much 
chocolate. 
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A)  Match together the two halves of each word; then write the words: 
 
1. ceries    a) mana ___________________________________ 
2. lator     b) superma ___________________________________ 
3. ger     c) promot ___________________________________ 
4. ckout    d) esca  ___________________________________ 
5. rket    e) gro  ___________________________________ 
6. ion    f) che  ___________________________________ 
 
B)  Sentence stress: underline the content words in each starting sentence: 
 
1. I’ve looked everywhere in this shop for a tin of vegetable soup, but I can’t find one 
anywhere.         
2. Jan was leaving the car park because she had finished her shopping.  
3. We should take the lift to the fifth floor.      
4. Simon is visiting the new shopping centre near St. Mark’s Road.  
 
C)  Unscramble the shopping words: 
 
1. ericp         2. cenep         3. ceirtep         4. gab         5. sundop         6. itll         7. elas 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Emma is the manager of a small Italian restaurant. 
- 1. ______________________ is the manager of a small Italian restaurant? 
- Emma   2. ______________________. 
- Is Emma the manager of   3._________________________________________________? 
- Yes,   4. ______________________ is. 
- 5. ______________________ Bill the manager of a small Italian restaurant? 
- 6. ______________________, he isn’t. Bill isn’t the manager of a small Italian restaurant. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- I used my debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work. 
- What did you   7. ______________________ to buy a pair of shoes for work? 
- 8. ______________________ debit card. 
- 9. ____________________________________________ your debit card to buy a pair of 
shoes for work? 
- Yes, I   10. ______________________. 
- Did you use cash   11. ______________________ buy a pair of shoes for work? 
- No, I   12. ______________________. I didn’t use cash to buy a pair of shoes for work. 
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A)  Fill in the missing vowels in these health words: 
 
1. h ___   ___ d ___ ch ___   4. ___ nf ___ ct ___   ___ n 
2. ___ cc ___ d ___ nt    5. ___ m ___ rg ___ ncy 
3. __ lln __ ss     6. ___ mb ___ l ___ nc ___ 
 
B)  Complete the verbs in each starting sentence: 
 
1. Sammi i_________________  s_________________ in the waiting room with her mum 
and brother. 
2. Being healthy i_________________ very important to me. 
3. Simon i_________________ g_________________ to v_________________ the 
optician’s for an eye examination. 
4. I p_________________ my doctor this morning to m_________________ an appointment. 
 
C)  Underline the odd one out in each group of health words and give a reason: 
 
1. receptionist, dentist, nurse, appointment 3. plaster, broken bone, fever, stomach ache  
2. surgery, hospital, allergy, waiting room 4. patient, health, pharmacy, prescription  
 
Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Kenny has to take his prescription to the pharmacy tomorrow. 
- When   1. ______________________ Kenny have to take his prescription to the pharmacy? 
- 2. ____________________. 
- 3. ____________________ Kenny have to take his prescription to the pharmacy tomorrow? 
- Yes, he   4. ______________________. 
- Does Kenny   5. ____________________________________his prescription to the 
pharmacy next Monday? 
- No, he   6. ______________________. Kenny doesn’t have to take his prescription to the 
pharmacy next Monday. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Ella was telling the receptionist about her husband’s painful arthritis. 
- Who   7. ______________________ telling the receptionist about her husband’s painful 
arthritis? 
- 8. ______________________ was. 
- Was Ella   9. ______________________ the receptionist about her husband’s painful 
arthritis? 
- Yes,   10.______________________ was. 
- 11. ______________________ Joanne telling the receptionist about her husband’s painful 
arthritis? 
- 12. ______________________, she wasn’t. Joanne wasn’t telling the receptionist about her 
husband’s painful arthritis. 
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A)  Write these starting sentences in the correct order: 
 
1. our    because    we’ve    flight    daughter    our    ill    cancelled    is 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. he    when    was    bus    Oliver    by    hit    road    a    crossing    the    was  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B)  Complete the verbs in each starting sentence: 
 
1. Gemma i_________________  d_________________ to the airport to pick up her 
grandmother. 
2. The next train to a_________________ at platform 8 w_________________ be the 9.49 
service to Cardiff. 
3. If we c_________________ to work we’ll g_________________ there in about an hour. 
4. All passengers must s_________________ their passports and boarding passes at the 
gate. 
 
C)  Sentence stress: mark the correct stress pattern for this starting sentence: “I flew from 
Heathrow to Copenhagen last night”. 

a) ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ● 
 

b) ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ● 
 
Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- I flew from Heathrow to Copenhagen last night. 
- What did you   1. ______________________ last night? 
- I   2. ______________________ from Heathrow to Copenhagen. 
- 3. ______________________ you fly from Heathrow to Copenhagen last night? 
- Yes, I   4. ______________________. 
- Did you   5. ____________________________________ the cinema last night? 
- 6. ______________________, I didn’t. I didn’t go to the cinema last night. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- I usually get the train at 7.28. 
- 7. ______________________ do you usually get the train? 
- 8. ______________________ 7.28. 
- Do   9. ______________________ usually get the train at 7.28? 
- Yes,   10. ______________________ do. 
- 11. ______________________ you usually get the train at 7.48? 
- No, I   12.______________________. I don’t usually get the train at 7.48. 
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A)  Complete the sentences: 
 
1. My mother’s brother is my ______________________. 
2. My grandmother’s granddaughter is my _________________, or my _________________. 
3. My sister’s son is my ______________________. 
4. My uncle’s sister is my ______________________, or my ______________________. 
 
B)  Which starting sentences from this unit are wrong? Make corrections below: 
 
1. My grandparents have decided to go on holiday to Florida next year. 
2. If our parents get divorced the family will be very disappointed. 
3. My sister was walking to the library with her children when she saw a wasp. 
4. Jenna’s aunt and uncle visited us in June because they wanted to see our new baby. 
 
C)  Write 8 family words in alphabetical order; do not include words from question A): 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Your grandma and granddad should think about moving into a retirement bungalow. 
- 1. ______________________ grandma and granddad should think about moving into a 
retirement bungalow? 
- 2. ______________________ grandma and granddad should. 
- Should   3. ______________________ grandma and granddad think about moving into a 
retirement bungalow? 
- Yes,   4. ______________________ should. 
- 5. ______________________ my friend’s grandma and granddad think about moving into a 
retirement bungalow? 
- No, they   6. ______________________. Your friend’s grandma and granddad shouldn’t 
think about moving into a retirement bungalow. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Roberto’s daughter is playing with her cousins. 
- What   7. ______________________ Roberto’s daughter doing? 
- 8. ______________________ with her cousins. 
- 9. ______________________ Roberto’s daughter playing with her cousins? 
- Yes, she   10. ______________________. 
- Is   11. ___________________________________________ watching TV with her 
cousins? 
- 12. ______________________, she isn’t. Roberto’s daughter isn’t watching TV with her 
cousins. 
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A)  Find the clothes in these mixed-up words: 
 
1) resds        2) usroesrt        3) finmuor        4) kajtec        5) sgesals        6) ite        7) uleobs 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B)  Match the halves of these starting sentences: 
 
1. I wear glasses a) a blue and grey uniform every day for his 

job as a security guard. 
2. We’ll have a clearout of our wardrobe  b) because I’m short-sighted. 
3. Stephen has to wear     c) you’ll make an excellent impression. 
4. If you wear a suit and tie to the interview  d) to see what we can give away to charity. 
 
C)  Read the starting sentences and cross out the unnecessary word in each one: 
 

1. Harry is been trying on a new pair of smart black trousers. 
2. Frankie bought herself a new dress but and some underwear in the trendiest boutique 

on Oxford Street. 
 
Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Michael was wearing the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his grandma had knitted 
him for Christmas. 
- Who   1. ______________________ the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his grandma 
had knitted him for Christmas? 
- Michael   2. ______________________. 
- Was Michael   3. ______________________  the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his 
grandma had knitted him for Christmas? 
- Yes,   4. ______________________. 
- 5. ______________________ Paul wearing the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his 
grandma had knitted him for Christmas? 
- No, he wasn’t. Paul   6. ______________________ the yellow and brown striped pyjamas 
that his grandma had knitted him for Christmas. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- I have always liked jackets and tops from Marks and Spencer. 
- What   7. _______________________________________________________________? 
- Jackets and   8. __________________________________________________________. 
- 9. ______________________ you always liked jackets and tops from Marks and Spencer? 
- Yes, I   10. ______________________. 
- Have you   11. ______________________ liked jackets and tops from ASDA? 
- No, I haven’t.   12. ________________________________ liked jackets and tops from 
ASDA. 
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A)  Sentence stress: write the content words from two starting sentences in the correct 
order (1, 2, 3, etc.): 
 

i)        working       business       Gerry       dad’s       furniture       hates       part-time 
 
 

ii)        been       Jo       August       friend       unemployed       last 
 
B)  Write the correct spelling for each of these jobs: 
 
1. jeweler       2. chuffeur       3. estate agant       4. bilder       5. nerse       6. teecher 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. factry worker      8. acter      9. hairdreser      10. train driwer      11. acountant      12. JD 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C)  Read the starting sentences and cross out the unnecessary word in each one: 
 
1. Edward was updating his CV because Edward he wanted to apply for a new job. 
2. When Greg was worked for Dell he had to do plenty of overtime. 
3. Dave will have to work very hard if he is wants to have a successful career in sales. 
4. I’m going to visit that new employment agency about the temporary work.  
 
Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Helena is hoping to get promoted at the end of the year. 
- When is Helena   1. ________________________________________________________? 
- 2. ______________________ of the year. 
- 3. ______________________  Helena hoping to get promoted at the end of the year? 
- 4. ______________________, she is. 
- Is Helena   5. ______________________ promoted next March? 
- No,   6. ______________________. Helena isn’t hoping to get promoted next March. 
 

E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- You need to ask your manager for a pay rise as soon as possible! 
- 7. ______________________ do I need to ask my manager for as soon as possible? 
- For a   8. ______________________. 
- 9. ______________________  I need to ask my manager for a pay rise as soon as 
possible? 
- Yes, you   10. ______________________. 
- Do   11. ______________________ need to ask my manager for more work as soon as 
possible? 
- No, you   12. ______________________. You don’t need to ask your manager for more 
work as soon as possible. 
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A)  Write these words in alphabetical order: 
 

fridge  cooker  door  carpet  bathroom  ceiling  bungalow  freezer  cupboard  fireplace  bath 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B)  Write a home word that sounds like: 
 

1. more             2. pears             3. night             4. mouse             5. power             6. ball             
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C)  Underline the wrongly spelled word in each starting sentence and write each word 
correctly: 
 
1. When I went to their home Jack and Lisa showd me their new bathroom.  
2. Mark is buying a new washing machin because his old one is broken.   
3. If you sell your horrible flat youl be able to put down a deposit on a nice house.   
4. I’ll do the hoovering quickly befor I have a bath.     
5. Sarah and Noel were wtching funny DVDs in their living room for three hours last night. 
6. Barry has to do the washing up every nite after tea. 
 
 

Complete the sentence blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Jason has finished cutting the grass in the back garden. 
- 1. ______________________ has Jason finished doing in the back garden? 
- 2. ____________________________________________. 
- 3. ______________________ Jason finished cutting the grass in the back garden? 
- Yes, he   4. ______________________. 
- Has   5. ____________________________________________ watering the plants in the 
back garden? 
- No, he   6. ______________________. Jason hasn’t finished watering the plants in the back 
garden. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- I live in a small semi-detached house in Manchester. 
- Where   7. ____________________________________________ live? 
- 8. ______________________ a small semi-detached house in Manchester. 
- Do   9. ______________________ live in a small semi-detached house in Manchester? 
- Yes,   10. ____________________________________________. 
- 11. ______________________ you live in a large detached house in Wimbledon? 
- No, I don’t. I   12. ____________________________________________ in a large 
detached house in Wimbledon. 
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A)  Write the correct spelling for these words to do with free time: 
 

1. campin          2. teatre          3. piknic          4. climing          5. parc          6. swiming pool 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. beatch         8. hottel         9. reeding         10. caffé         11. couking         12. sleping bag 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B)  Match the halves of these starting sentences: 
 
1. Chester’s son was playing golf badly  a) at this theatre five times. 
yesterday afternoon  
2. I have seen Macbeth    b) because we always have a good time. 
3. Me, Jess and Casey c) with a few friends from his cousin’s 

bowling club. 
4. I love going to the cinema with my friends,  d) are going to watch the tennis in the park. 
 
C)  Write the names of 10 different sports or leisure activities in alphabetical order: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Complete the Sentence Blocks: 
 

D)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- We went on a camping holiday last summer for two weeks, but I was bored because it 
rained every day. 
- How long   1. ______________________ you go on a camping holiday for last summer? 
- For   2. ____________________________________________. 
- Did you go   3. ______________________ a camping holiday last summer for two weeks? 
- Yes,   4. ______________________ did. 
- 5. ______________________ you go on a camping holiday last summer for a week? 
- 6. ______________________, we didn’t. We didn’t go on a camping holiday last summer for 
a week. 
 
E)  Verb Form: _________________________________ 
 
- Barney and Wanda are enjoying a day out at an amusement park. 
- Who   7. ______________________ enjoying a day out at an amusement park? 
- 8. _________________________________________________. 
- 9. ______________________ Barney and Wanda enjoying a day out at an amusement 
park? 
- Yes, they   10. ______________________. 
- Are   11. ____________________________________________ enjoying a day out at an 
amusement park? 
- No,   12. ____________________________________________. Alex and Sue aren’t 
enjoying a day out at an amusement park. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verb Forms Practice 
For full instructions see page 6 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1. Peter walks two kilometres to his office every day. 
Who                                                                               
 

2. The best kind of bread is white sliced bread. 
What                                                                               
 

3. Emma is the manager of a small Italian restaurant. 
Who 
 

4. Being healthy is very important to me. 
What 
 

5. I usually get the train at 7.28. 
When 
 

6. My mum lives with her new partner in Brighton. 
Where 
 

7. I wear glasses because I’m short-sighted. 
Why 
 

8. Gerry hates working part-time for his dad’s furniture business. 
Who 
 

9. I live in a small semi-detached house in Manchester. 
Where 
 

10. I love going to the cinema with my friends, because we always have a 
good time. 
Why                                                                               
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1. We’re waiting patiently for the bus at the bus stop opposite the church. 
Where                                                                                
 

2. Michelle is having salad and pasta because she doesn’t eat meat. 
Why                                                                               
 

3. Simon is visiting the new shopping centre near St. Mark’s Road. 
What 
 

4. Sammy is sitting in the waiting room with her mum and brother. 
Where 
 

5. Gemma is driving to the airport to pick up her grandmother. 
Where 
 

6. Roberto’s daughter is playing with her cousins. 
What 
 

7. Harry is trying on a new pair of smart black trousers. 
Who 
 

8. Helena is hoping to get promoted at the end of the year. 
When 
 

9. Mark is buying a new washing machine because his old one is broken. 
Why 
 

10. Barney and Wanda are enjoying a day out at an amusement park. 
Who                                                                               
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1. Jennifer bought a couple of cakes at the bakery, then ran to the post 
office. 
What                                                                               
 

2. Daniel gave himself the largest portion of ice cream. 
Who                                                                              
 

3. I used my debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work. 
What 
 

4. I phoned my doctor this morning to make an appointment. 
Why 
 

5. I flew from Heathrow to Copenhagen last night. 
What 
 

6. Jenna’s aunt and uncle visited us in May because they wanted to see our 
new baby. 
Why 
 

7. Frankie bought herself a new dress and some underwear in the trendiest 
boutique on Oxford Street. 
Where 
 

8. When Greg worked for Dell he had to do plenty of overtime. 
What 
 

9. When I went to their home Jack and Lisa showed me their new bathroom. 
What 
 

10. We went on a camping holiday last summer for two weeks. 
How long 



Talk a Lot 
 

Past Continuous 
 

For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now! 
 

Talk a Lot  Elementary Book 1  ©  English Banana.com    101 
 

 
Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1. The department store was opening until 10 o’clock because they were 
having a massive sale. 
Why                                                                               
 

2. Ellen was talking about her sister who loves fish and chips. 
Who                                                                              
 

3. Jan was leaving the car park because she had finished her shopping. 
Why 
 

4. Ella was telling the receptionist about her husband’s painful arthritis. 
Who 
 

5. Oliver was crossing the road when he was hit by a bus. 
Who 
 

6. My sister was walking to the city museum with her children when she saw 
a fox. 
Where 
 

7. Michael was wearing the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his 
grandma had knitted him for Christmas. 
Who 
 

8. Edward was updating his CV because he wanted to apply for a new job. 
Why 
 

9. Sarah and Noel were watching funny DVDs in their living room for three 
hours last night.   Who 
 

10. Chester’s son was playing golf badly yesterday afternoon with a few 
friends from his cousin’s bowling club.   How       
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1. I’ve agreed to meet Dan in the old market place outside the library. 
Who                                                                                
 

2. Jenny has just put the cheese in the fridge. 
Where                                                                              
 

3. I’ve looked everywhere in this shop for a tin of vegetable soup, but I can’t 
find one anywhere. 
Where 
 

4. I’ve taken two tablets three times a day for a week, but I don’t feel any 
better. 
How many 
 

5. We’ve cancelled our flight because our daughter is ill. 
Why 
 

6. The whole family has decided to go on holiday to Florida next year. 
Who 
 

7. I have always liked jackets and tops from Marks and Spencer. 
What 
 

8. My friend Jo has been unemployed since last August. 
How long 
 

9. Jason has finished cutting the grass in the back garden. 
What 
 

10. I have seen Macbeth at this theatre five times. 
How many                                                                            
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1. We could drive to the lake and go fishing. 
Where                                                                               
 

2. Potatoes can be boiled, mashed, fried, chipped, roasted or oven-baked. 
How                                                                              
 

3. We should take the lift to the fifth floor. 
What 
 

4. Kenny has to take his prescription to the pharmacy tomorrow. 
When 
 

5. All passengers must show their passports and boarding passes at the 
gate. 
What 
 

6. Your grandma and granddad should think about moving into a retirement 
bungalow. 
Whose 
 

7. Stephen has to wear a blue and grey uniform every day for his job as a 
security guard. 
When 
 

8. You need to ask your manager for a pay rise as soon as possible! 
What 
 

9. Barry has to do the washing up every night after tea. 
How often 
 

10. You should do some exercise instead of playing computer games all 
day.   What 
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1. The new optician’s next to the bank will open next Friday. 
When                                                                               
 

2. We’re going to buy some fruit at the supermarket this afternoon. 
What                                                                              
 

3. After we finish buying groceries, we’ll go to Nero’s for a quick coffee. 
When 
 

4. Simon is going to visit the optician’s for an eye examination. 
Why 
 

5. The next train to arrive at platform 8 will be the 9.49 service to Cardiff. 
Which 
 

6. Sam’s brother is going to start university in Edinburgh next September. 
When 
 

7. We’ll have a clearout of our wardrobe to see what we can give away to 
charity. 
Why 
 

8. I’m going to visit that new employment agency about temporary work. 
Where 
 

9. I’ll do the hoovering quickly before I have a bath. 
When 
 

10. Me, Jess and Casey are going to watch the tennis in the park. 
Where       
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Sentence Blocks: 

 
 

1. If the tennis court is busy we can go to the gym instead. 
What                                                                               
 

2. If you eat too much chocolate you will put on weight. 
What                                                                              
 

3. If the checkout assistant offers to pack my bags I’ll let her. 
What 
 

4. If you ask the doctor she will give you some good advice about your 
problem. 
What 
 

5. If we cycle to work we’ll get there in about an hour. 
When 
 

6. If our parents get divorced the family will be very disappointed. 
What 
 

7. If you wear a suit and tie to the interview you’ll make an excellent 
impression. 
What kind 
 

8. Dave will have to work very hard if he wants to have a successful career in 
sales. 
What 
 

9. If you sell your horrible flat you’ll be able to put down a deposit on a nice 
house. 
What 
 

10. If the leisure centre is still open we can all go swimming.   What                    
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Name: ___________________________ Date: __________ Total # Marks: __________ /100 
 
Question 1  
Form the sentence block: 
 
Peter walks two kilometres to his office every day.  
 
Who walks two kilometres to his office every day? 
 
Peter does. 
 
Does Peter walk two kilometres to his office every day? 
 
Yes, he does. 
 
Does Jeff walk two kilometres to his office every day? 
(Answers will vary) 
 
No, he doesn’t. Jeff doesn’t walk two kilometres to his office every day. 
(Answers will vary) 
 
Which verb form is used in the starting sentence? (Answer: present simple)   (8 marks) 
 
 
Question 2  
Tell me ten different members of a family, e.g. mother. 
 
See page 68 for a list of family words.   (10 marks) 
 
 
Question 3 
Describe your dream home.  Where would you like to live if you could live anywhere? Talk 
about location, type of home, number of rooms, furniture, swimming pool, garden, staff, etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(4 marks) 
 
 
Question 4 
Put these clothes words into alphabetical order: trainers, coat, scarf, dress, belt, sock. 
 
Answer: belt, coat, dress, scarf, sock, trainers. 
 
(1 mark) 
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Question 5 
Form the sentence block: 
 
If you ask the doctor she will give you some good advice about your problem.  
 
Who will give me some good advice about my problem if I ask her? 
 
The doctor will. 
 
Will the doctor give me some good advice about my problem if I ask her? 
 
Yes, she will. 
 
Will the receptionist give me some good advice about my problem if I ask her? 
(Answers will vary) 
 
No, they won’t. The receptionist won’t give you some good advice about your 
problem if you ask them. 
(Answers will vary) 
 
Which verb form is used in the starting sentence? (Answer: first conditional)   (8 marks) 
 
 
Question 6 
What is your favourite food? Why do you like it? How often do you eat it? What is your 
favourite drink? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(4 marks) 
 
 
Question 7 
Tell me ten different jobs, e.g. doctor. 
 
See page 64 for a list of health words.   (10 marks) 
 
 
Question 8 
Tell me two forms of transport that have: 
 
a) 1 syllable      c) 3 syllables  
 
b) 2 syllables       
 
Answers will vary. See page 66 for a list of transport words. Suggested answers: a) bus, train;  
b) canoe, ferry; c) motorbike, aeroplane .  (6 marks) 
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Question 9 
Form the sentence block: 
 
After we finish buying groceries, we’ll go to Nero's for a quick coffee.  
 
Where will we go for a quick coffee after we finish buying groceries? 
 
To Nero’s. 
 
Will we go to Nero’s for a quick coffee after we finish buying groceries? 
 
Yes, we will. 
 
Will we go to Bob’s Coffee Shop for a quick coffee after we finish buying groceries? 
(Answers will vary) 
 
No, we won’t. We won’t go to Bob’s Coffee Shop for a quick coffee after we finish 
buying groceries 
(Answers will vary) 
 
Which verb form is used in the starting sentence? (Answer: future forms)                (8 marks) 
 
 
Question 10 
Which family word has a different word stress from the others? Why? 
 
family, fiancé, granddaughter 
 
Answer: The word fiancé has a different word stress because the strong stress falls on the 
second syllable, while in family and granddaughter the strong stress falls on the first syllable. 
 
                                                                                                                                    (1 mark) 
 
Question 11 
Tell me about a memorable holiday. Where was it? Who did you go with? Why did you decide 
to go there? What happened? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(4 marks)  
 
 
Question 12 
Tell me ten different modes of transport, e.g. bicycle. 
 
See page 66 for a list of transport words.     (10 marks) 
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Question 13 
Form the sentence block: 
 
I have seen Macbeth at this theatre five times.  
 
How many times have you seen Macbeth at this theatre? 
 
Five times. 
 
Have you seen Macbeth at this theatre five times? 
 
Yes, I have. 
 
Have you seen Macbeth at this theatre six times? 
(Answers will vary) 
 
No, I haven’t. I haven’t seen Macbeth at this theatre six times. 
(Answers will vary) 
 
Which verb form is used in the starting sentence? (Answer: present perfect)   (8 marks) 
 
 
Question 14 
If you were given £3,000 to spend only on clothes and shoes, what would you buy and where 
would you go shopping? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(4 marks) 
 
 
Question 15 
Tell me ten different kinds of food, e.g. pasta. 
 
See page 60 for a list of food words.   (10 marks) 
 
 
Question 16 
Which person… 
 
a) can fix a leaky pipe?    c) sells flowers?  
 
b) can help you sell your house?   d) wears clothes for a living? 
 
 
Answers: a) plumber, b) estate agent, c) florist, d) model  (4 marks) 
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Notes: 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
Students have to supply their own answers to these questions. For more information see page 13. 
 
Role Plays: 
 
The answers produced by each pair or group of students will be different each time. For more information see page 
14. 
 
Vocabulary Tests: 
 
The English words are provided on the vocabulary test sheets (pages 78-87). The teacher or the students have to 
provide the words in their first language. For more information see page 5. 
 
Verb Forms Practice: 
 
The answers for these pages are the same as for the sentence blocks (see below). 
 
End of Course Examination: 
 
The answers to the End of Course Examination are provided on the examination paper (pages 106-109). For more 
information see page 6. 
 
 

Sentence Blocks: 
 
 
Note: the last two lines of each sentence block will vary. Below there are examples given for each sentence block, 
but students should think of their own way to get the negative forms in the last line. 
 
Town: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   Peter walks two kilometres to his office every day. / Who walks two kilometres to his office every 
day? / Peter does. / Does Peter walk two kilometres to his office every day? / Yes, he does. / Does Jeff walk two 
kilometres to his office every day? / No, he doesn’t. Jeff doesn’t walk two kilometres to his office every day. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   We’re waiting patiently for the bus at the bus stop opposite the church. / Where are you 
waiting patiently for the bus? / At the bus stop opposite the church. / Are you waiting patiently for the bus at the bus 
stop opposite the church? / Yes, we are. / Are you waiting patiently for the bus at the bus station? / No, we’re not. 
We’re not waiting patiently for the bus at the bus station. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   Jennifer bought a couple of cakes at the bakery, then ran to the post office. / What did Jennifer buy 
at the bakery, then run to the post office? / A couple of cakes. / Did Jennifer buy a couple of cakes at the bakery, then 
run to the post office? / Yes, she did. / Did Jennifer buy a loaf of bread at the bakery, then run to the post office? / No, 
she didn’t. Jennifer didn’t buy a loaf of bread at the bakery, then run to the post office. 
 
4. (Past Continuous)   The department store was opening until 10 o’clock because they were having a massive sale. / 
Why was the department store opening until 10 o’clock? / Because they were having a massive sale. / Was the 
department store opening until 10 o’clock because they were having a massive sale? / Yes, it was. / Was the 
department store opening until 10 o’clock because they were having staff training? / No, it wasn’t. The department 
store wasn’t opening until 10 o’clock because they were having staff training. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   I’ve agreed to meet Dan in the old market place outside the library. / Who have you agreed to 
meet in the old market place outside the library? / Dan. / Have you agreed to meet Dan in the old market place 
outside the library? / Yes, I have. / Have you agreed to meet Alex in the old market place outside the library? / No, I 
haven’t. I haven’t agreed to meet Alex in the old market place outside the library. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   We could drive to the lake and go fishing. / Where could we drive to and go fishing? / To the lake. / 
Could we drive to the lake and go fishing? / Yes, we could. / Could we drive to the bowling club and go fishing? / No, 
we couldn’t. We couldn’t drive to the bowling club and go fishing. 
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7. (Future Forms)   The new optician’s next to the bank will open next Friday. / When will the new optician’s next to 
the bank open? / Next Friday. / Will the new optician’s next to the bank open next Friday? / Yes, it will. / Will the new 
optician’s next to the bank open next Saturday? / No, it won’t. The new optician’s next to the bank won’t open next 
Saturday. 
 
8. (First Conditional)   If the tennis court is busy we can go to the gym instead. / What can we do instead if the tennis 
court is busy? / Go to the gym. / Can we go to the gym instead if the tennis court is busy? / Yes, we can. / Can we go 
to the library instead if the tennis court is busy? / No, we can’t. We can’t go to the library instead if the tennis court is 
busy. 
 
 
Food and Drink: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   The best kind of bread is white sliced bread. / What is the best kind of bread? / White sliced 
bread. / Is white sliced bread the best kind of bread? / Yes, it is. / Is dry wholemeal bread the best kind of bread? / 
No, it isn’t. Dry wholemeal bread isn’t the best kind of bread. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   Michelle is having salad and pasta because she doesn’t eat meat. / Why is Michelle having 
salad and pasta? / Because she doesn’t eat meat. / Is Michelle having salad and pasta because she doesn’t eat 
meat? / Yes, she is. / Is Michelle having salad and pasta because she wants to be different? / No, she isn’t. Michelle 
isn’t having salad and pasta because she wants to be different. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   Daniel gave himself the largest portion of ice cream. / Who gave himself the largest portion of ice 
cream? / Daniel did. / Did Daniel give himself the largest portion of ice cream? / Yes, he did. / Did Jake give himself 
the largest portion of ice cream? / No, he didn’t. Jake didn’t give himself the largest portion of ice cream. 
 
4. (Past Continuous)   Ellen was talking about her sister who loves fish and chips. / Who was Ellen talking about? / 
About her sister who loves fish and chips. / Was Ellen talking about her sister who loves fish and chips? / Yes, she 
was. / Was Ellen talking about her mum and dad? / No, she wasn’t. Ellen wasn’t talking about her mum and dad. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   Jenny has just put the cheese in the fridge. / Where has Jenny just put the cheese? / In the 
fridge. / Has Jenny just put the cheese in the fridge? / Yes, she has. / Has Jenny just put the cheese in the 
cupboard? / No, she hasn’t. Jenny hasn’t just put the cheese in the cupboard. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   Potatoes can be boiled, mashed, fried, chipped, roasted, or oven-baked. / How can potatoes be 
prepared? / They can be boiled, mashed, fried, chipped, roasted, or oven-baked. / Can potatoes be boiled, mashed, 
fried, chipped, roasted, or oven-baked? / Yes, they can. / Can potatoes be eaten raw? / No, they can’t. Potatoes can’t 
be eaten raw. 
 
7. (Future Forms)   We’re going to buy some fruit at the supermarket this afternoon. / When are you going to buy 
some fruit at the supermarket? / This afternoon. / Are you going to buy some fruit at the supermarket this afternoon? / 
Yes, we are. / Are you going to buy some fruit at the supermarket this evening? / No, we’re not. We’re not going to 
buy some fruit at the supermarket this evening. 
 
8. (First Conditional)   If you eat too much chocolate you will put on weight. / What will happen if I eat too much 
chocolate? / You will put on weight. / Will I put on weight if I eat too much chocolate? / Yes, you will. / Will I lose 
weight if I eat too much chocolate? / No, you won’t. You won’t lose weight if you eat too much chocolate. 
 
 
Shopping: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   Emma is the manager of a small Italian restaurant. / Who is the manager of a small Italian 
restaurant? / Emma is. / Is Emma the manager of a small Italian restaurant? / Yes, she is. / Is Bill the manager of a 
small Italian restaurant? / No, he isn’t. Bill isn’t the manager of a small Italian restaurant. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   Simon is visiting the new shopping centre near St. Mark’s Road. / What is Simon doing? / 
Visiting the new shopping centre near St. Mark’s Road. / Is Simon visiting the new shopping centre near St. Mark’s 
Road? / Yes, he is. / Is Simon visiting the leisure centre near St. John’s Road? / No, he isn’t. Simon isn’t visiting the 
leisure centre near St. John’s Road. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   I used my debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work. / What did you use to buy a pair of shoes for 
work? / My debit card. / Did you use your debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work? / Yes, I did. / Did you use cash 
to buy a pair of shoes for work? / No, I didn’t. I didn’t use cash to buy a pair of shoes for work. 
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4. (Past Continuous)   Jan was leaving the car park because she had finished her shopping. / Why was Jan leaving 
the car park? / Because she had finished her shopping. / Was Jan leaving the car park because she had finished her 
shopping? / Yes, she was. / Was Jan leaving the car park because she wanted to go to the bank? / No, she wasn’t. 
Jan wasn’t leaving the car park because she wanted to go to the bank. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   I’ve looked everywhere in this shop for a tin of vegetable soup, but I can’t find one anywhere. / 
Where have you looked for a tin of vegetable soup? / Everywhere in this shop. / Have you looked everywhere in this 
shop for a tin of vegetable soup? / Yes, I have. / Have you looked everywhere in the supermarket next door for a tin 
of vegetable soup? / No, I haven’t. I haven’t looked everywhere in the supermarket next door for a tin of vegetable 
soup. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   We should take the lift to the fifth floor. / What should we take to the fifth floor? / The lift. / Should 
we take the lift to the fifth floor? / Yes, we should. / Should we take the stairs to the fifth floor? / No, we shouldn’t. We 
shouldn’t take the stairs to the fifth floor. 
 
7. (Future Forms)   After we finish buying groceries we’ll go to Nero’s for a quick coffee. / When will we go to Nero’s 
for a quick coffee? / After we finish buying groceries. / Will we go to Nero’s for a quick coffee after we finish buying 
groceries? / Yes, we will. / Will we go to Nero’s for a quick coffee in a minute? / No, we won’t. We won’t go to Nero’s 
for a quick coffee in a minute. 
 
8. (First Conditional)   If the checkout assistant offers to pack my bags I’ll let her. / What will you do if the checkout 
assistant offers to pack your bags? / Let her. / Will you let her if the checkout assistant offers to pack your bags? / 
Yes, I will. / Will you stop her if the checkout assistant offers to pack your bags? / No, I won’t. I won’t stop her if the 
checkout assistant offers to pack my bags. 
 
 
Health: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   Being healthy is very important to me. / What is very important to you? / Being healthy. / Is 
being healthy very important to you? / Yes, it is. / Is being successful very important to you? / No, it isn’t. Being 
successful isn’t very important to me. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   Sammi is sitting in the waiting room with her mum and brother. / Where is Sammi sitting 
with her mum and brother? / In the waiting room. / Is Sammi sitting in the waiting room with her mum and brother? / 
Yes, she is. / Is Sammi sitting in the doctor’s office with her mum and brother? / No, she isn’t. Sammi isn’t sitting in 
the doctor’s office with her mum and brother. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   I phoned my doctor this morning to make an appointment. / Why did you phone your doctor this 
morning? / To make an appointment. / Did you phone your doctor this morning to make an appointment? / Yes, I 
did. / Did you phone your doctor this morning to find out the results of your blood test? / No, I didn’t. I didn’t phone my 
doctor this morning to find out the results of my blood test. 
 
4. (Past Continuous)   Ella was telling the receptionist about her husband’s painful arthritis. / Who was telling the 
receptionist about her husband’s painful arthritis? / Ella was. / Was Ella telling the receptionist about her husband’s 
painful arthritis? / Yes, she was. / Was Joanne telling the receptionist about her husband’s painful arthritis? / No, she 
wasn’t. Joanne wasn’t telling the receptionist about her husband’s painful arthritis. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   I’ve taken two tablets three times a day for a week, but I still don’t feel any better. / How many 
tablets have you taken three times a day for a week? / Two. / Have you taken two tablets three times a day for a 
week? / Yes, I have. / Have you taken three tablets three times a day for a week? / No, I haven’t. I haven’t taken 
three tablets three times a day for a week. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   Kenny has to take his prescription to the pharmacy tomorrow. / When does Kenny have to take his 
prescription to the pharmacy? / Tomorrow. / Does Kenny have to take his prescription to the pharmacy tomorrow? / 
Yes, he does. / Does Kenny have to take his prescription to the pharmacy next Monday? No, he doesn’t. Kenny 
doesn’t have to take his prescription to the pharmacy next Monday. 
 
7. (Future Forms)   Simon is going to visit the optician’s for an eye examination. / Why is Simon going to visit the 
optician’s? / For an eye examination. / Is Simon going to visit the optician’s for an eye examination? / Yes, he is. / Is 
Simon going to visit the optician’s for an operation? / No, he isn’t. Simon isn’t going to visit the optician’s for an 
operation. 
 
8. (First Conditional)   If you ask the doctor she will give you some good advice about your problem. / What will 
happen if I ask the doctor about my problem? / She will give you some good advice. / Will the doctor give me some  
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good advice about my problem if I ask her? / Yes, she will. / Will the doctor give me some unhelpful advice about my 
problem if I ask her? / No, she won’t. The doctor won’t give you some unhelpful advice about your problem if you ask 
her. 
 
 
Transport: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   I usually get the train at 7.28. / When do you usually get the train? / At 7.28. / Do you usually get 
the train at 7.28? / Yes, I do. / Do you usually get the train at 7.48? / No, I don’t. I don’t usually get the train at 7.48. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   Gemma is driving to the airport to pick up her grandmother. / Where is Gemma driving to? / 
To the airport to pick up her grandmother. / Is Gemma driving to the airport to pick up her grandmother? / Yes, she  
is. / Is Gemma driving to Manchester to go shopping? / No, she isn’t. Gemma isn’t driving to Manchester to go 
shopping. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   I flew from Heathrow to Copenhagen last night. / What did you do last night? / I flew from Heathrow 
to Copenhagen. / Did you fly from Heathrow to Copenhagen last night? / Yes, I did. / Did you go to the cinema last 
night? / No, I didn’t. I didn’t go to the cinema last night. 
 
4. (Past Continuous)   Oliver was crossing the road when he was hit by a bus. / Who was crossing the road when he 
was hit by a bus? / Oliver was. / Was Oliver crossing the road when he was hit by a bus? / Yes, he was. / Was Anne 
crossing the road when she was hit by a bus? / No, she wasn’t. Anne wasn’t crossing the road when she was hit by a 
bus. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   We’ve cancelled our flight because our daughter is ill. / Why have you cancelled your flight? / 
Because our daughter is ill. / Have you cancelled your flight because your daughter is ill? / Yes, we have. / Have you 
cancelled your flight because you can’t get time off work? / No, we haven’t. We haven’t cancelled our flight because 
we can’t get time off work. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   All passengers must show their passports and boarding passes at the gate. / What must all 
passengers show at the gate? / Their passports and boarding passes. / Must all passengers show their passports 
and boarding passes at the gate? / Yes, they must. / Must all passengers show their holiday photos and souvenirs at 
the gate? / No, they mustn’t. All passengers mustn’t show their holiday photos and souvenirs at the gate. 
 
7. (Future Forms)   The next train to arrive at platform 8 will be the 9.49 service to Cardiff. / Which train will be the 
next to arrive at platform 8? / The 9.49 service to Cardiff. / Will the next train to arrive at platform 8 be the 9.49 
service to Cardiff? / Yes, it will. / Will the next train to arrive at platform 8 be the 10.21 service to Lincoln? / No, it 
won’t. The next train to arrive at platform 8 won’t be the 10.21 service to Lincoln. 
 
8. (First Conditional)   If we cycle to work we’ll get there in about an hour. / When will we get there if we cycle to 
work? / In about an hour. / Will we get there in about an hour if we cycle to work? / Yes, we will. / Will we get there in 
under an hour if we cycle to work? / No, we won’t. We won’t get there in under an hour if we cycle to work. 
 
 
Family: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   My mum lives with her new partner in Brighton. / Where does your mum live? / With her new 
partner in Brighton. / Does your mum live with her new partner in Brighton? / Yes, she does. / Does you mum live 
with her new partner in Aberdeen? / No, she doesn’t. My mum doesn’t live with her new partner in Aberdeen. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   Roberto’s daughter is playing with her cousins. / What is Roberto’s daughter doing? / 
Playing with her cousins. / Is Roberto’s daughter playing with her cousins? / Yes, she is. / Is Roberto’s daughter 
watching TV with her cousins? / No, she isn’t. Roberto’s daughter isn’t watching TV with her cousins. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   Jenna’s aunt and uncle visited us in May because they wanted to see our new baby. / Why did 
Jenna’s aunt and uncle visit you in May? / Because they wanted to see our new baby. Did Jenna’s aunt and uncle 
visit you in May because they wanted to see your new baby? / Yes, they did. / Did Jenna’s aunt and uncle visit you in 
May because they wanted to see your new house? / No, they didn’t. Jenna’s aunt and uncle didn’t visit us in May 
because they wanted to see our new house. 
 
4. (Past Continuous)   My sister was walking to the city museum with her children when she saw a fox. / Where was 
your sister walking to with her children when she saw a fox? / To the city museum. / Was your sister walking to the 
city museum with her children when she saw a fox? / Yes, she was. / Was your sister walking to the bank with her  
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children when she saw a fox? / No, she wasn’t. My sister wasn’t walking to the bank with her children when she saw 
a fox. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   The whole family has decided to go on holiday to Florida next year. / Who has decided to go on 
holiday to Florida next year? / The whole family has. / Has the whole family decided to go on holiday to Florida next 
year? / Yes, it has. / Has your best friend decided to go on holiday to Florida next year? / No, she hasn’t. My best 
friend hasn’t decided to go on holiday to Florida next year. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   Your grandma and granddad should think about moving into a retirement bungalow. / Whose 
grandma and granddad should think about moving into a retirement bungalow? / Your grandma and granddad. / 
Should my grandma and granddad think about moving into a retirement bungalow? / Yes, they should. / Should my 
friend’s grandma and granddad think about moving into a retirement bungalow? / No, they shouldn’t. My friend’s 
grandma and granddad shouldn’t think about moving into a retirement bungalow. 
 
7. (Future Forms)   Sam’s brother is going to start university in Edinburgh next September. / When is Sam’s brother 
going to start university in Edinburgh? / Next September. / Is Sam’s brother going to start university in Edinburgh next 
September? / Yes, he is. / Is Sam’s brother going to start university in Edinburgh next January? / No, he isn’t. Sam’s 
brother isn’t going to start university in Edinburgh next January. 
 
8. (First Conditional)   If our parents get divorced the family will be very disappointed. / What will happen if your 
parents get divorced? / The family will be very disappointed. / Will the family be very disappointed if your parents get 
divorced? / Yes, it will. / Will the family be very pleased if your parents get divorced? / No, it won’t. The family won’t 
be very pleased if our parents get divorced. 
 
 
Clothes: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   I wear glasses because I’m short-sighted. / Why do you wear glasses? / Because I’m short-
sighted. / Do you wear glasses because you’re short-sighted? / Yes, I do. / Do you wear glasses because you like 
wearing them? / No, I don’t. I don’t wear glasses because I like wearing them. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   Harry is trying on a new pair of smart black trousers. / Who is trying on a new pair of smart 
black trousers? / Harry is. / Is Harry trying on a new pair of smart black trousers? / Yes, he is. / Is Darren trying on a 
new pair of smart black trousers? / No, he isn’t. Darren isn’t trying on a new pair of smart black trousers. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   Frankie bought herself a new dress and some underwear in the trendiest boutique on Oxford 
Street. / Where did Frankie buy herself a new dress and some underwear? / In the trendiest boutique on Oxford 
Street. / Did Frankie buy herself a new dress and some underwear in the trendiest boutique on Oxford Street? / Yes, 
she did. / Did Frankie buy herself a new dress and some underwear in a supermarket in Crawley? / No, she didn’t. 
Frankie didn’t buy herself a new dress and some underwear in a supermarket in Crawley. 
 
4. (Past Continuous)   Michael was wearing the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his grandma had knitted him 
for Christmas. / Who was wearing the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his grandma had knitted him for 
Christmas? / Michael was. / Was Michael wearing the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his grandma had knitted 
him for Christmas? / Yes, he was. / Was Paul wearing the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his grandma had 
knitted him for Christmas? / No, he wasn’t. Paul wasn’t wearing the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his 
grandma had knitted him for Christmas. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   I have always liked jackets and tops from Marks and Spencer. / What have you always liked? / 
Jackets and tops from Marks and Spencer. / Have you always liked jackets and tops from Marks and Spencer? / Yes, 
I have. / Have you always liked jackets and tops from ASDA? / No, I haven’t. I haven’t always liked jackets and tops 
from ASDA. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   Stephen has to wear a blue and grey uniform every day for his job as a security guard. / When 
does Stephen have to wear a blue and grey uniform for his job as a security guard? / Every day. / Does Stephen 
have to wear a blue and grey uniform every day for his job as a security guard? / Yes, he does. / Does Stephen have 
to wear a blue and grey uniform once a week for his job as a security guard? / No, he doesn’t. Stephen doesn’t have 
to wear a blue and grey uniform once a week for his job as a security guard. 
 
7. (Future Forms)   We’ll have a clearout of our wardrobe to see what we can give away to charity. / Why will we have 
a clearout of our wardrobe? / To see what we can give away to charity. / Will we have a clearout of our wardrobe to 
see what we can give away to charity? / Yes, we will. / Will we have a clearout of our wardrobe because we want to 
tidy up? / No, we won’t. We won’t have a clearout of our wardrobe because we want to tidy up. 
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8. (First Conditional)   If you wear a suit and tie to the interview you’ll make an excellent impression. / What kind of 
impression will I make if I wear a suit and tie to the interview? / An excellent one.  / Will I make an excellent 
impression if I wear a suit and tie to the interview? / Yes, you will. / Will I make a bad impression if I wear a suit and 
tie to the interview? / No, you won’t. You won’t make a bad impression if you wear a suit and tie to the interview. 
 
 
Work: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   Gerry hates working part-time for his dad’s furniture business. / Who hates working part-time for 
his dad’s furniture business? / Gerry does. / Does Gerry hate working part-time for his dad’s furniture business? / 
Yes, he does. / Does Joanna hate working part-time for her dad’s furniture business? / No, she doesn’t. Joanna 
doesn’t hate working part-time for her dad’s furniture business. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   Helena is hoping to get promoted at the end of the year. / When is Helena hoping to get 
promoted? / At the end of the year. / Is Helena hoping to get promoted at the end of the year? / Yes, she is. / Is 
Helena hoping to get promoted next March? / No, she isn’t. Helena isn’t hoping to get promoted next March. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   When Greg worked for Dell he had to do plenty of overtime. / What did Greg have to do when he 
worked for Dell? / Plenty of overtime. / Did Greg have to do plenty of overtime when he worked for Dell? / Yes, he 
did. / Did Greg have to take a pay cut when he worked for Dell? / No, he didn’t. Greg didn’t have to take a pay cut 
when he worked for Dell. 
 
4. (Past Continuous)   Edward was updating his CV because he wanted to apply for a new job. / Why was Edward 
updating his CV? / Because he wanted to apply for a new job. / Was Edward updating his CV because he wanted to 
apply for a new job? / Yes, he was. / Was Edward updating his CV because he was happy in his job? / No, he wasn’t. 
Edward wasn’t updating his CV because he was happy in his job. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   My friend Jo has been unemployed since last August. / How long has your friend Jo been 
unemployed for? / Since last August. / Has your friend Jo been unemployed since last August? / Yes, she has. / Has 
your friend Jo been unemployed for eight months? / No, she hasn’t. My friend Jo hasn’t been unemployed for eight 
months. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   You need to ask your manager for a pay rise as soon as possible! / What do I need to ask my 
manager for as soon as possible? / For a pay rise. / Do I need to ask my manager for a pay rise as soon as  
possible? / Yes, you do. / Do I need to ask my manager for more work as soon as possible? / No, you don’t. You 
don’t need to ask your manager for more work as soon as possible. 
 
7. (Future Forms)   I’m going to visit that new employment agency about temporary work. / Where are you going to 
visit about temporary work? / That new employment agency. / Are you going to visit that new employment agency 
about temporary work? / Yes, I am. / Are you going to visit the betting shop about temporary work? / No, I’m not. I’m 
not going to visit the betting shop about temporary work. 
 
8. (First Conditional)   Dave will have to work very hard if he wants to have a successful career in sales. / What will 
Dave have to do if he wants to have a successful career in sales? / Work very hard. / Will Dave have to work very 
hard if he wants to have a successful career in sales? / Yes, he will. / Will Dave have to work part-time if he wants to 
have a successful career in sales? / No, he won’t. Dave won’t have to work part-time if he wants to have a successful 
career in sales. 
 
 
Home: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   I live in a small semi-detached house in Manchester. / Where do you live? / In a small semi-
detached house in Manchester. / Do you live in a small semi-detached house in Manchester? / Yes, I do. / Do you 
live in a large detached house in Wimbledon? / No, I don’t. I don’t live in a large detached house in Wimbledon. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   Mark is buying a new washing machine because his old one is broken. / Why is Mark 
buying a new washing machine? / Because his old one is broken. / Is Mark buying a new washing machine because 
his old one is broken? / Yes, he is. / Is Mark buying a new washing machine because he would like to own two 
washing machines? / No, he isn’t. Mark isn’t buying a new washing machine because he would like to own two 
washing machines. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   When I went to their home Jack and Lisa showed me their new bathroom. / What did Jack and Lisa 
show you when you went to their home? / Their new bathroom. / Did Jack and Lisa show you their new bathroom 
when you went to their home? / Yes, they did. / Did Jack and Lisa show you their new widescreen plasma  
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TV when you went to their home? / No, they didn’t. Jack and Lisa didn’t show me their new widescreen plasma TV 
when I went to their home. 
 
4. (Past Continuous)   Sarah and Noel were watching funny DVDs in their living room for three hours last night. / Who 
was watching funny DVDs in their living room for three hours last night? / Sarah and Noel were. / Were Sarah and 
Noel watching funny DVDs in their living room for three hours last night? / Yes, they were. / Were Stu and Kylie 
watching funny DVDs in their living room for three hours last night? / No, they weren’t. Stu and Kylie weren’t watching 
funny DVDs in their living room for three hours last night. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   Jason has finished cutting the grass in the back garden. / What has Jason finished doing in the 
back garden? / Cutting the grass. / Has Jason finished cutting the grass in the back garden? / Yes, he has. / Has 
Jason finished watering the plants in the back garden? / No, he hasn’t. Jason hasn’t finished watering the plants in 
the back garden. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   Barry has to do the washing up every night after tea. / How often does Barry have to do the 
washing up? / Every night after tea. / Does Barry have to do the washing up every night after tea? / Yes, he does. / 
Does Barry have to do the washing up every morning after breakfast? / No, he doesn’t. Barry doesn’t have to do the 
washing up every morning after breakfast. 
 
7. (Future Forms)   I’ll do the hoovering quickly before I have a bath. / When will you do the hoovering? / Before I 
have a bath. / Will you do the hoovering quickly before you have a bath? / Yes, I will. / Will you do the hoovering 
quickly after you have a bath? / No, I won’t. I won’t do the hoovering quickly after I have a bath. 
 
8. (First Conditional)   If you sell your horrible flat you’ll be able to put down a deposit on a nice house. / What will I be 
able to do if I sell my horrible flat? / Put down a deposit on a nice house. / Will I be able to put down a deposit on a 
nice house if I sell my horrible flat? / Yes, you will. / Will I be able to buy a nice house without a mortgage if I sell my 
horrible flat? / No, you won’t. You won’t be able to buy a nice house without a mortgage if you sell your horrible flat. 
 
 
Free Time: 
 
1. (Present Simple)   I love going to the cinema with my friends, because we always have a good time. / Why do you 
love going to the cinema with your friends? / Because we always have a good time. / Do you love going to the 
cinema with your friends because you always have a good time? / Yes, I do. / Do you love going to the cinema with 
your friends because you like walking to the cinema? / No, I don’t. I don’t love going to the cinema with my friends 
because I like walking to the cinema. 
 
2. (Present Continuous)   Barney and Wanda are enjoying a day out at an amusement park. / Who is enjoying a day 
out at an amusement park? / Barney and Wanda are. / Are Barney and Wanda enjoying a day out at an amusement 
park? / Yes, they are. / Are Alex and Sue enjoying a day out at an amusement park? / No, they aren’t. Alex and Sue 
aren’t enjoying a day out at an amusement park. 
 
3. (Past Simple)   We went on a camping holiday last summer for two weeks. / How long did you go on a camping 
holiday for last summer? / For two weeks. / Did you go on a camping holiday last summer for two weeks? / Yes, we 
did. / Did you go on a camping holiday last summer for a week? / No, we didn’t. We didn’t go on a camping holiday 
last summer for a week. 
 
4. (Past Continuous)   Chester’s son was playing golf badly yesterday afternoon with a few friends from his cousin’s 
bowling club. / How was Chester’s son playing golf yesterday afternoon with a few friends from his cousin’s bowling 
club? / Badly. / Was Chester’s son playing golf badly yesterday afternoon with a few friends from his cousin’s bowling 
club? / Yes, he was. / Was Chester’s son playing golf well yesterday afternoon with a few friends from his cousin’s 
bowling club? / No, he wasn’t. Chester’s son wasn’t playing golf well yesterday afternoon with a few friends from his 
cousin’s bowling club. 
 
5. (Present Perfect)   I have seen Macbeth at this theatre five times. / How many times have you seen Macbeth at 
this theatre? / Five times. / Have you seen Macbeth at this theatre five times? / Yes, I have. / Have you seen 
Macbeth at this theatre six times? / No, I haven’t. I haven’t seen Macbeth at this theatre six times. 
 
6. (Modal Verbs)   You should do some exercise instead of playing computer games all day. / What should I do 
instead of playing computer games all day? / Some exercise. / Should I do some exercise instead of playing 
computer games all day? / Yes, you should. / Should I watch TV instead of playing computer games all day? / No, 
you shouldn’t. You shouldn’t watch TV instead of playing computer games all day. 
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7. (Future Forms)   Me, Jess and Casey are going to watch the tennis in the park. / Where are you, Jess and Casey 
going to watch the tennis? / In the park. / Are you, Jess and Casey going to watch the tennis in the park? / Yes, we 
are. / Are you, Jess and Casey going to watch the tennis at the playing field? / No, we’re not. Me, Jess and Casey 
are not going to watch the tennis at the playing field. 
 
8. (First Conditional)   If the leisure centre is still open we can all go swimming. / What can we all do if the leisure 
centre is still open? / Go swimming. / Can we all go swimming if the leisure centre is still open? / Yes, we can. / Can 
we all have a fight there if the leisure centre is still open? / No, we can’t. We can’t all have a fight there if the leisure 
centre is still open. 
 
 
Sentence Block Extensions: 
 
There isn’t room in this book to print in full all of the 231 sentence blocks from the extensions pages (on pages 30-
33). We hope that the answers given above will give you the teacher (or you the student) enough guidance to be able 
to make the sentence block extensions in this book confidently. For all of the sentence block starting sentences there 
are at least two different wh- question words that can be used to make sentence blocks. In some cases as many as 6 
or 7 different sentence blocks can be made from the same starting sentence when using different wh- question 
words. For example, let’s look at the first starting sentence from the “Town” unit: 
 

Peter walks two kilometres to his office every day. 
 
On the handout the wh-  question word that is given is “Who”, but this starting sentence also works equally well with 
four other wh- questions: “What”, “Where”, “When”, and “How far”: 
 

What does Peter do every day? / Peter walks two kilometres to his office. 
 

Where does Peter walk two kilometres to every day? / To his office. 
 

When does Peter walk two kilometres to his office? / Every day. 
 

How far does Peter walk to his office every day? / Two kilometres. 
 
The idea is easy. Change the wh- question word each time and the students can make five completely different 
sentence blocks from the original starting sentence, simply by finding the relevant information for the answer in the 
starting sentence. Sometimes the same wh- question word can be used more than once to make different sentence 
blocks, as with this example from the “Transport” unit: I usually get the train at 7.28. 

 
What do you usually get at 7.28? 
What do you usually do at 7.28? 

What time do you usually get the train? 
 
If your students are getting to grips with making sentence blocks and are keen to do more than the eight given on the 
handout each week, ask them to study some of the starting sentences and work out whether or not other wh- 
question words could be used to form new sentence blocks; or simply give them the sentence block extension pages 
and let them try to form all the possible sentence blocks that exist for each starting sentence. 
 
 

Discussion Words and Question Sheets: 
 
 
Town: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 7 words have 1 syllable: bank, church, mosque, school, town, lake, bridge. b) 13 words have 2 syllables: 
pavement, office, bookshop, bus stop, clothes shop, library, river, building, chemist, college, village, town hall, city. 
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c) 11 words have 3 syllables: bakery, optician’s, building site, post office, casino, cathedral, tennis court, traffic lights, 
market place, car showroom, tax office. d) 5 words have 4 syllables: bed and breakfast, apartment block, department 
store, police station, public toilets. e) 3 words have 5 syllables: football stadium, university, holiday resort. f) 1 word 
has 6 syllables: community centre. 
 
4. 2 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable: pavement, office, bookshop, bus 
stop, clothes shop, library, river, building, chemist, college, village, town hall, city. 3 syllable words: these words 
have the strong stress on the first syllable: bakery, building site, post office, tennis court, traffic lights, market place, 
tax office; these words have the strong stress on the middle syllable: optician’s, casino, cathedral, car showroom. 
4 syllable words: these words have the strong stress on the second syllable: apartment block, department store, 
police station; these words have the strong stress on the third syllable: bed and breakfast, public toilets. 5 syllable 
words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: football stadium, holiday resort; this word has the 
strong stress on the third syllable: university. 6 syllable word: this word has the strong stress on the second syllable: 
community centre. 
 
5. Apartment block, bakery, bank, bed and breakfast, bookshop, bridge, building, building site, bus stop, car 
showroom, casino, cathedral, chemist, church, city, clothes shop, college, community centre, department store, 
football stadium, holiday resort, lake, library, market place, mosque, office, optician’s, pavement, police station, post 
office, public toilets, river, school, tax office, tennis court, town, town hall, traffic lights, university, village. 
 
6. 4 letters: bank, city, lake, town. 5 letters: river. 6 letters: bakery, bridge, casino, church, mosque, office, school. 
7 letters: bus stop, chemist, college, library, village. 8 letters: bookshop, building, pavement, town hall. 9 letters: 
cathedral, optician’s, tax office. 10 letters: post office, university. 11 letters: car showroom, clothes shop, market 
place, tennis court. 12 letters: building site. 13 letters: holiday resort, police station, public toilets, traffic lights. 
14 letters: apartment block, football stadium. 15 letters: bed and breakfast, community centre, department store. 
 
7. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
 
 
Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Optician’s. 
 
2. a) and b) The places where I could buy something, and what I could buy at each place (answers for the latter will 
vary) are: bakery (bread rolls, bread, cakes), bank (loan, mortgage), bookshop (book, notebook, calendar), optician’s 
(glasses, contact lenses), clothes shop (jumper, jacket, shoes), football stadium (season ticket, hot dog), post office 
(stamps, envelopes, birthday card), casino (chips), library (second hand books, time on the internet), tennis court 
(tennis lessons), department store (furniture, clothes, electrical goods), market place (clothes, cleaning products, 
second hand books, CDs and DVDs), chemist (medicine, tablets, cough sweets), university (course, course books), 
car showroom (car, car polish), holiday resort (drinks, meals, hotel room). Five more kinds of shop are: delicatessen 
(pastries, mayonnaise), butcher’s (meat, fish), jeweller’s (ring, watch), supermarket (groceries, DVDs), DIY store 
(bath tiles, paint). 
 
3. Bakery. 
 
4. School, community centre, university, college. 
 
5. Church, mosque, cathedral. 
 
6. Holiday resort. 
 
7. Building site. 
 
8. River, lake. 
 
9. Football stadium, tennis court, university. 
 
10. Casino. 
 
11. Chemist. 
 
12. Library. 
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13. Bank. 
 
14. From smallest to largest: village, town, city. 
 
 
Food and Drink: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 19 words have 1 syllable: milk, rice, soup, bread, fruit, meal, wine, crisps, cheese, lamb, nut, meat, fish, flour, 
egg, pie, chips, food, beef. b) 13 words have 2 syllables: carrot, orange, pizza, sausage, onion, butter, fruit juice, 
chocolate, chicken, apple, pasta, water, mushroom. c) 7 words have 3 syllables: tomato, banana, cereal, potato, 
lemonade, vegetable, strawberry. d) 1 word has 4 syllables: mineral water. 
 
4. 2 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable: carrot, orange, pizza, sausage, 
onion, butter, fruit juice, chocolate, chicken, apple, pasta, water, mushroom. 3 syllable words: these words have 
the strong stress on the first syllable: cereal, vegetable, strawberry; these words have the strong stress on the 
middle syllable: tomato, banana, potato; this word has the strong stress on the last syllable: lemonade.  
4 syllable words: this word has the strong stress on the first syllable: mineral water. 
 
5. Apple, banana, beef, bread, butter, carrot, cereal, cheese, chicken, chips, chocolate, crisps, egg, fish, flour, food, 
fruit, fruit juice, lamb, lemonade, meal, meat, milk, mineral water, mushroom, nut, onion, orange, pasta, pie, pizza, 
potato, rice, sausage, soup, strawberry, tomato, vegetable, water, wine. 
 
6. 3 letters: egg, nut, pie. 4 letters: beef, fish, food, lamb, meal, meat, milk, rice, soup, wine. 5 letters: apple, bread, 
chips, flour, fruit, onion, pasta, pizza, water. 6 letters: banana, butter, carrot, cereal, cheese, crisps, orange, potato, 
tomato. 7 letters: chicken, sausage. 8 letters: lemonade, mushroom. 9 letters: chocolate, vegetable. 10 letters: fruit 
juice, strawberry. 12 letters: mineral water. 
 
7. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
 
 
Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Carrot, tomato, onion, mushroom. Answers will vary – five more vegetables could be: leek, cabbage, cucumber, 
lettuce, beetroot. 
 
3. Pizza and pasta. 
 
4. Milk, mineral water, wine, lemonade, fruit juice, water. Answers will vary – five more drinks could be: cola, coffee, 
tea, beer, orange squash. 
 
5. Egg. 
 
6. Orange, banana, apple, strawberry. Answers will vary – five more fruits could be: apricot, peach, raspberry, pear, 
grapes. 
 
7. Chips. 
 
8. Answers will vary. Suggested answers: a) butter, cheese, chips, chocolate, crisps, lemonade, nut, pie, pizza, wine. 
b) apple, banana, cereal, carrot, fish, fruit, fruit juice, milk, mineral water, mushroom, onion, orange, strawberry, 
tomato, vegetable, water. 
 
9. Bread. 
 
10. Milk. 
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11. Nut. 
 
12. Wine. 
 
13. Lamb, fish, chicken, beef. b) Answers will vary. 
 
14. Cheese. 
 
 
Shopping: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 15 words have 1 syllable: aisle, cash, price, till, sale, scales, change, queue, pence, shelf, bag, lift, pounds, 
bench, shop. b) 10 words have 2 syllables: car park, market, way in, trolley, checkout, cash point, receipt, way out, 
refund, money. c) 9 words have 3 syllables: local shop, customer, groceries, debit card, promotion, restaurant, 
express lane, manager, frozen food. d) 4 words have 4 syllables: supermarket, shopping centre, escalator, opening 
times. e) 2 words have 5 syllables: checkout assistant, delicatessen. 
 
4. 2 syllable words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: car park, market, trolley, checkout, cash 
point, refund, money; these words have the strong stress on the second syllable: way in, receipt, way out. 3 syllable 
words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: customer, groceries, debit card, restaurant, 
manager; these words have the strong stress on the middle syllable: promotion, express lane; these words have the 
strong stress on the last syllable: local shop, frozen food. 4 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on 
the first syllable: supermarket, shopping centre, escalator, opening times. 5 syllable words: this word has the strong 
stress on the first syllable: checkout assistant; this word has the strong stress on the fourth syllable: delicatessen. 
 
5. Aisle, bag, bench, car park, cash, cash point, change, checkout, checkout assistant, customer, debit card, 
delicatessen, escalator, express lane, frozen food, groceries, lift, local shop, manager, market, money, opening 
times, pence, pounds, price, promotion, receipt, queue, refund, restaurant, sale, scales, shelf, shop, shopping centre, 
supermarket, till, trolley, way in, way out. 
 
6. 3 letters: bag. 4 letters: cash, lift, sale, shop, till. 5 letters: aisle, bench, money, pence, price, queue, shelf, way in. 
6 letters: change, market, pounds, refund, scales, way out. 7 letters: car park, manager, receipt, trolley. 8 letters: 
checkout, customer. 9 letters: cash point, debit card, escalator, groceries, local shop, promotion. 10 letters: 
restaurant, frozen food. 11 letters: supermarket, express lane. 12 letters: delicatessen, opening times. 14 letters: 
shopping centre. 17 letters: checkout assistant. 
 
7. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
 
 
Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Groceries. 
 
2. Cash, debit card, change, pence, pounds, money. Answers will vary – you could also pay with a credit card. 
 
3. Trolley. 
 
4. Checkout assistant. 
 
5. Refund. 
 
6. Way in. 
 
7. Restaurant. 
 
8. Change, receipt. 
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9. Delicatessen. 
 
10. Lift. 
 
11. Sale. 
 
12. Bench. 
 
13. Scales. 
 
14. Customer. 
 
 
Health: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 6 words have 1 syllable: bruise, cut, health, crutch, nurse, rash. b) 17 words have 2 syllables: toothbrush, 
illness, stretcher, toothpaste, cancer, dentist, stitches, headache, fever, tablets, x-ray, doctor, plaster, wheelchair, 
patient, problem, needle. c) 14 words have 3 syllables: infection, stomach ache, pharmacy, surgery, stethoscope, 
broken bone, hospital, injection, waiting room, ambulance, appointment, prescription, allergy, accident. d) 2 words 
have 4 syllables: emergency, receptionist. e) 1 word has 5 syllables: examination. 
 
4. 2 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable: toothbrush, illness, stretcher, 
toothpaste, cancer, dentist, stitches, headache, fever, tablets, x-ray, doctor, plaster, wheelchair, patient, problem, 
needle. 3 syllable words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: stomach ache, pharmacy, surgery, 
stethoscope, hospital, waiting room, ambulance, allergy, accident; these words have the strong stress on the 
middle syllable: infection, injection, appointment, prescription; this word has the strong stress on the last syllable: 
broken bone. 4 syllable words: both words have the strong stress on the second syllable: emergency, receptionist. 
5 syllable word: this word has the strong stress on the fourth syllable: examination. 
 
5. accident, allergy, ambulance, appointment, broken bone, bruise, cancer, crutch, cut, dentist, doctor, emergency, 
examination, fever, headache, health, hospital, illness, infection, injection, needle, nurse, patient, pharmacy, plaster, 
prescription, problem, rash, receptionist, stethoscope, stitches, stomach ache, stretcher, surgery, tablets, toothbrush, 
toothpaste, waiting room, wheelchair, x-ray. 
 
6. 3 letters: cut. 4 letters: rash, x-ray. 5 letters: fever, nurse. 6 letters: bruise, cancer, crutch, doctor, health, needle. 
7 letters: allergy, dentist, illness, patient, plaster, problem, surgery, tablets. 8 letters: accident, headache, hospital, 
pharmacy, stitches. 9 letters: ambulance, emergency, infection, injection, stretcher. 10 letters: broken bone, 
toothbrush, toothpaste, wheelchair. 11 letters: appointment, examination, stethoscope, stomach ache, waiting room. 
12 letters: prescription, receptionist. 
 
7. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
 
 
Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. Suggested answer: rash, bruise, cut, headache, stomach ache, infection, allergy, fever, broken 
bone, cancer. 
 
2. Wheelchair. 
 
3. Emergency. 
 
4. Injection. 
 
5. Fever. 
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6. X-ray. 
 
7. 4 words: examination, infection, injection, prescription. 
 
8. Ambulance. 
 
9. a) Nurse, b) health, c) bruise, d) rash, e) fever, f) crutch. 
 
10. Dentist, toothbrush, toothpaste. 
 
11. Tablets. 
 
12. Answers will vary. Suggested answer: ambulance (lie down), hospital (visit a friend), pharmacy (buy some 
medicine), waiting room (wait to see your doctor). 
 
13. Appointment. 
 
14. Stethoscope. 
 
 
Transport: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 13 words have 1 syllable: fare, tyre, boat, bus, fine, cruise, train, car, bike, road, ship, flight, van. b) 15 words 
have 2 syllables: ticket, take-off, canoe, station, driver, engine, ferry, tractor, taxi, car park, road sign, airport, garage, 
runway, journey. c) 7 words have 3 syllables: petrol pump, motorway, passenger, commuter, aeroplane, motorbike, 
roundabout. d) 4 words have 4 syllables: cancellation, driving licence, reservation, service station. e) 1 word has 6 
syllables: emergency exit. 
 
4. 2 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable, apart from canoe: ticket, take-off, 
station, driver, engine, ferry, tractor, taxi, car park, road sign, airport, garage, runway, journey. 3 syllable words: 
these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: petrol pump, motorway, passenger, aeroplane, motorbike, 
roundabout; this word has the strong stress on the middle syllable: commuter. 4 syllable words: these words have 
the strong stress on the first syllable: driving licence, service station; these words have the strong stress on the third 
syllable: cancellation, reservation. 6 syllable word: this word has the strong stress on the fifth syllable: emergency 
exit. 
 
5. Aeroplane, airport, bike, boat, bus, cancellation, canoe, car, car park, commuter, cruise, driver, driving licence, 
emergency exit, engine, fare, ferry, fine, flight, garage, journey, motorbike, motorway, passenger, petrol pump, 
reservation, road, roundabout, runway, sign, service station, ship, station, taxi, ticket, take-off, tractor, train, tyre, van. 
 
6. 3 letters: bus, car, van. 4 letters: bike, boat, fare, fine, road, ship, sign, taxi, tyre. 5 letters: canoe, ferry, train. 
6 letters: cruise, driver, engine, flight, garage, runway, ticket. 7 letters: airport, car park, journey, station, take-off, 
tractor. 8 letters: commuter, motorway. 9 letters: aeroplane, motorbike, passenger. 10 letters: petrol pump, 
roundabout. 11 letters: reservation. 12 letters: cancellation. 13 letters: emergency exit. 14 letters: driving licence, 
service station. 
 
7. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
 
 
Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Driving licence. 
 
2. Boat, bus, canoe, train, aeroplane, ferry, tractor, car, taxi, bike, ship, motorbike, van. 
 
3. Petrol pump. 
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4. Cancellation. 
 
5. Service station. 
 
6. Answers will vary. 
 
7. a) Boat, b) bus, c) ferry, d) tyre, e) fare, f) bike. 
 
8. Passenger. 
 
9. Answers will vary. Suggested answer: tractor, canoe, bike, bus, van, car, taxi, motorbike, boat, ferry, ship, train, 
aeroplane. 
 
10. Car park. 
 
11. Tractor. 
 
12. Fare. 
 
13. a) Van, tractor, car, taxi, bike, motorbike, bus, b) boat, canoe, ship, ferry, c) train, d) aeroplane. Answers to the 
second part of the question will vary. Suggested answers: a) tandem, b) dinghy, c) tram, d) helicopter. 
 
14. Take-off. 
 
 
Family: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 11 words have 1 syllable: son, girl, niece, child, dad, mum, ex-, aunt, man, boy, wife. b) 19 words have 2 
syllables: boyfriend, mother, grandchild, granddad, grandma, nephew, uncle, woman, girlfriend, grandson, daughter, 
parent, brother, baby, cousin, father, husband, sister, partner. c) 4 words have 3 syllables: family, fiancée, fiancé, 
granddaughter. d) 5 words have 4 syllables: father-in-law, brother-in-law, mother-in-law, foster parent, sister-in-law. 
e) 1 word has 6 syllables: adopted family. 
 
4. 2 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable: boyfriend, mother, grandchild, 
granddad, grandma, nephew, uncle, woman, girlfriend, grandson, daughter, parent, brother, baby, cousin, father, 
husband, sister, partner. 3 syllable words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: family, 
granddaughter; these words have the strong stress on the middle syllable: fiancée, fiancé. 4 syllable words: all of the 
words have the strong stress on the first syllable: father-in-law, brother-in-law, mother-in-law, foster parent, sister-in-
law. 6 syllable word: this word has the strong stress on the fourth syllable: adopted family. 
 
5. Adopted family, aunt, baby, boy, boyfriend, brother, brother-in-law, child, cousin, dad, daughter, ex-, family, father, 
father-in-law, fiancé, fiancée, foster parent, girl, girlfriend, grandchild, granddad, granddaughter, grandma, grandson, 
husband, man, mother, mother-in-law, mum, nephew, niece, parent, partner, sister, sister-in-law, son, uncle, wife, 
woman. 
 
6. 2 letters: ex-. 3 letters: boy, dad, man, son, mum. 4 letters: aunt, baby, girl, wife. 5 letters: child, niece, uncle, 
woman. 6 letters: cousin, family, father, fiancé, mother, nephew, parent, sister. 7 letters: brother, fiancée, grandma, 
husband, partner. 8 letters: daughter, granddad, grandson. 9 letters: boyfriend. 10 letters: girlfriend, grandchild. 
11 letters: father-in-law, mother-in-law, sister-in-law. 12 letters: brother-in-law, foster parent. 13 letters: adopted 
family, granddaughter. 
 
7. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
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Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. a) Aunt, daughter, fiancée, girl, girlfriend, granddaughter, grandma, mother, mother-in-law, mum, niece, sister, 
sister-in-law, wife, woman. b) boy, boyfriend, brother, brother-in-law, dad, father, father-in-law, fiancé, granddad, 
grandson, husband, man, nephew, son, uncle. c) baby, child, cousin, ex-, foster parent, grandchild, parent, partner. 
 
3. Grandma. 
 
4. Father-in-law. 
 
5. Answers will vary. Suggested answers: a) baby, boy, brother, child, cousin, daughter, girl, grandchild, 
granddaughter, grandson, nephew, niece, sister, son. b) boyfriend, fiancé, fiancée, girlfriend. c) aunt, brother-in-law, 
dad, ex-, father, father-in-law, foster parent, husband, man, mother, mother-in-law, mum, parent, partner, sister-in-
law, uncle, wife, woman. d) granddad, grandma. 
 
6. Cousin. 
 
7. Brother-in-law. 
 
8. Adopted family, baby, boy, boyfriend, brother-in-law, child, ex-, father-in-law, fiancé, fiancée, foster parent, girl, 
girlfriend, husband, man, mother-in-law, partner, sister-in-law, wife, woman. 
 
9. Granddaughter. 
 
10. Ex-. 
 
11. Partner. 
 
12. a) Dad, b) aunt, c) baby, d) child, grandchild, e) son, f) niece. 
 
13. Foster parent. 
 
14. Adopted family. 
 
 
Clothes: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 22 words have 1 syllable: ring, vest, tie, blouse, bra, dress, suit, pants, zip, tights, jeans, skirt, shorts, coat, scarf, 
sock, belt, shoe, top, shirt, hat, glove. b) 15 words have 2 syllables: slipper, tracksuit, buttons, earring, nightdress, 
trousers, high heels, t-shirt, jumper, necklace, glasses, knickers, jacket, trainer, handbag. c) 3 words have 3 
syllables: underwear, pyjamas, uniform. 
 
4. 2 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable: slipper, tracksuit, buttons, earring, 
nightdress, trousers, high heels, t-shirt, jumper, necklace, glasses, knickers, jacket, trainer, handbag. 3 syllable 
words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: uniform, underwear; this word has the strong stress 
on the middle syllable: pyjamas. 
 
5. Belt, blouse, bra, buttons, coat, dress, earring, glasses, glove, handbag, hat, high heels, jacket, jeans, jumper, 
knickers, necklace, nightdress, pants, pyjamas, ring, scarf, shirt, shoe, shorts, skirt, slipper, sock, suit, tie, tights, top, 
tracksuit, trainer, trousers, t-shirt, underwear, uniform, vest, zip. 
 
6. 3 letters: bra, hat, tie, top, zip. 4 letters: belt, coat, ring, shoe, sock, suit, vest. 5 letters: dress, glove, jeans, pants, 
scarf, shirt, skirt. 6 letters: blouse, jacket, jumper, shorts, tights, t-shirt. 7 letters: buttons, earring, glasses, handbag, 
pyjamas, slipper, trainer, uniform. 8 letters: knickers, necklace, trousers. 9 letters: high heels, tracksuit, underwear. 
10 letters: nightdress. 
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7. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
 
 
Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Buttons. 
 
2. Glasses. 
 
3. Answers may vary. Suggested answer: blouse, bra, dress, handbag, high heels, knickers, tights, skirt, nightdress. 
 
4. a) Ring, b) dress, c) shoe, d) slipper, e) scarf, f) glasses. 
 
5. Shorts, top, tracksuit, trainer, t-shirt, vest. 
 
6. Blouse. 
 
7. Necklace, earring, ring. 
 
8. Bra, vest, pants, sock, tights, underwear, knickers. 
 
9. Bra, t-shirt, underwear, vest. 
 
10. Slippers, socks. 
 
11. Answers will vary. Suggested answers: clothes which are usually cheap: belt, blouse, bra, button, glove, hat, 
knickers, nightdress, pants, pyjamas, scarf, shirt, shorts, skirt, slipper, sock, suit, tie, tights, top, t-shirt, underwear, 
vest, zip. Clothes which are usually expensive: coat, dress, earring, glasses, handbag, high heels, jacket, necklace, 
ring, shoe, trainer, tracksuit, uniform, trousers, jeans, jumper. 
 
12. Answers will vary. Suggested answer: knickers, nightdress, pants, vest, shorts, top, t-shirt, underwear, pyjamas. 
 
13. Coat, glove, jacket, jumper, scarf, shoe, hat, trainer. 
 
14. Ring. 
 
 
Work: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 1 word has 1 syllable: nurse. b) 17 words have 2 syllables: plumber, farmer, jeweller, doctor, florist, artist, 
chauffeur, baker, actor, gardener, singer, teacher, soldier, builder, DJ, model, butcher. c) 11 words have 3 syllables: 
nursery nurse, pharmacist, manager, mechanic, accountant, hairdresser, optician, lecturer, head teacher, 
greengrocer, train driver. d) 6 words have 4 syllables: factory worker, sales assistant, electrician, estate agent, travel 
agent, receptionist. e) 3 words have 5 syllables: admin assistant, security guard, police officer. f) 1 word has 6 
syllables: newspaper reporter. g) 1 word has 7 syllables: painter and decorator. 
 
4. 2 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable: plumber, farmer, jeweller, doctor, 
florist, artist, chauffeur, baker, actor, gardener, singer, teacher, soldier, builder, DJ, model, butcher. 3 syllable 
words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: nursery nurse, pharmacist, manager, hairdresser, 
lecturer, greengrocer, train driver; these words have the strong stress on the middle syllable: head teacher, 
accountant, optician, mechanic. 4 syllable words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: factory 
worker, sales assistant, travel agent; these words have the strong stress on the second syllable: estate agent, 
receptionist; this word has the strong stress on the third syllable: electrician. 5 syllable words: this word has the 
strong stress on the first syllable: admin assistant; these words have the strong stress on the second syllable: 
security guard, police officer. 6 syllable word: this word has the strong stress on the first syllable: newspaper 
reporter. 7 syllable word: this word has the strong stress on the fourth syllable: painter and decorator. 
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5. Accountant, actor, admin assistant, artist, baker, builder, butcher, chauffeur, DJ, doctor, electrician, estate agent, 
factory worker, farmer, florist, gardener, greengrocer, hairdresser, head teacher, jeweller, lecturer, manager, 
mechanic, model, newspaper reporter, nurse, nursery nurse, optician, painter and decorator, pharmacist, plumber, 
police officer, receptionist, sales assistant, security guard, singer, soldier, teacher, train driver, travel agent. 
 
6. 2 letters: DJ. 5 letters: actor, baker, model, nurse. 6 letters: artist, doctor, farmer, singer. 7 letters: builder, butcher, 
florist, manager, plumber, soldier, teacher. 8 letters: gardener, jeweller, lecturer, mechanic, optician. 9 letters: 
chauffeur. 10 letters: accountant, pharmacist. 11 letters: electrician, estate agent, greengrocer, hairdresser, head 
teacher, train driver, travel agent. 12 letters: nursery nurse, receptionist. 13 letters: factory worker, police officer, 
security guard. 14 letters: admin assistant, sales assistant. 17 letters: newspaper reporter. 19 letters: painter and 
decorator. 
 
7. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
 
 
Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Plumber. 
 
2. Florist. 
 
3. Answers will vary. For example, most important jobs: doctor, nurse, police officer, teacher, farmer, etc.; least 
important jobs: DJ, model, etc. 
 
4. DJ. 
 
5. Estate agent. 
 
6. Chauffeur, train driver. 
 
7. Answers will vary. For example: a) manager, actor, DJ, doctor, optician, accountant, etc. b) admin assistant, nurse, 
pharmacist, travel agent, etc. c) artist, factory worker, nursery nurse, sales assistant, etc. 
 
8. Jeweller. 
 
9. Answers will vary. 
 
10. Model. 
 
11. Gardener. 
 
12. Baker. 
 
13. Answers will vary. 
 
14. Answers will vary. For example, practical skills: builder, factory worker, farmer, plumber, gardener, police officer, 
etc.; intellectual skills: doctor, head teacher, lecturer, manager, newspaper reporter, optician, teacher, etc. 
 
 
Home: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
 
2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 12 words have 1 syllable: house, light, flat, door, stairs, wall, fridge, hall, floor, sink, bed, bath. b) 16 words have 
2 syllables: carpet, bathroom, bedroom, cooker, cupboard, garden, fireplace, kitchen, garage, freezer, ceiling, 
sideboard, toilet, shower, sofa, wardrobe. c) 6 words have 3 syllables: apartment, detached house, bungalow, dining 
room, living room, dining chair. d) 4 words have 4 syllables: washing machine, radiator, television, dining table. e) 2 
words have 5 syllables: DVD player, semi-detached house. 
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4. 2 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable: carpet, bathroom, bedroom, cooker, 
cupboard, garden, fireplace, kitchen, garage, freezer, ceiling, sideboard, toilet, shower, sofa, wardrobe. 3 syllable 
words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: dining room, bungalow, living room, dining chair; this 
word has the strong stress on the middle syllable: apartment; this word has the strong stress on the last syllable: 
detached house. 4 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable: washing machine, 
radiator, television, dining table. 5 syllable words: this word has the strong stress on the third syllable: DVD player; 
this word has the strong stress on the last syllable: semi-detached house. 
 
5. Apartment, bath, bathroom, bed, bedroom, bungalow, carpet, ceiling, cooker, cupboard, detached house, dining 
chair, dining room, dining table, door, DVD player, fireplace, flat, floor, freezer, fridge, garage, garden, hall, house, 
kitchen, light, living room, radiator, semi-detached house, shower, sideboard, sink, sofa, stairs, television, toilet, wall, 
wardrobe, washing machine.  
 
6. 3 letters: bed. 4 letters: bath, door, flat, hall, sink, sofa, wall. 5 letters: floor, house, light, stairs. 6 letters: carpet, 
cooker, fridge, garage, garden, shower, toilet. 7 letters: bedroom, ceiling, freezer, kitchen. 8 letters: bathroom, 
bungalow, cupboard, radiator, wardrobe. 9 letters: apartment, DVD player, fireplace, sideboard. 10 letters: dining 
room, living room, television. 11 letters: dining chair, dining table. 13 letters: detached house. 14 letters: washing 
machine. 17 letters: semi-detached house. 
 
7. See answer to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
 
 
Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Stairs. 
 
2. Hall. 
 
3. a) Door, floor, b) sink, c) hall, wall, d) house, e) light, f) fridge. 
 
4. Answers will vary. Suggested answer: flat, apartment, bungalow, house, semi-detached house, detached house. 
 
5. Cupboard. 
 
6. Dining room. 
 
7. Kitchen. 
 
8. Radiators. 
 
9. Carpet. 
 
10. Garden. 
 
11. Ceiling. 
 
12. Bath. 
 
13. Answers will vary. Suggested answers: a) carpet, ceiling, cupboard, door, DVD player, fireplace, floor, wall, 
radiator, sofa, television, light. b) bath, ceiling, door, floor, light, wall, shower, sink, radiator. c) ceiling, cooker, 
cupboard, door, floor, freezer, fridge, light, radiator, sideboard, sink, wall, washing machine. d) carpet, ceiling, dining 
chair, dining table, door, fireplace, floor, light, wall, radiator. e) bed, carpet, ceiling, door, DVD player, floor, light, 
radiator, television, wall, wardrobe. 
 
14. Walls. 
 
 
Free Time: 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Answers will vary. 
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2. Answers will vary. 
 
3. a) 5 words have 1 syllable: tent, park, sport, golf, beach. b) 19 words have 2 syllables: tennis, fishing, cooking, 
camping, hobby, hiking, picnic, hotel, cycling, rugby, skiing, climbing, swimming, reading, weekend, football, café, 
playground, jogging. c) 10 words have 3 syllables: swimming pool, internet, cinema, volleyball, sleeping bag, holiday, 
theatre, bowling club, sunbathing, basketball. d) 6 words have 4 syllables: relaxation, computer game, leisure centre, 
watching TV, safari park, amusement park.  
 
4. 2 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable, apart from hotel: tennis, fishing, 
cooking, camping, hobby, hiking, picnic, cycling, rugby, skiing, climbing, swimming, reading, weekend, football, 
café, playground, jogging. 3 syllable words: all of the words have the strong stress on the first syllable: swimming 
pool, internet, cinema, volleyball, sleeping bag, holiday, theatre, bowling club, sunbathing, basketball. 4 syllable 
words: these words have the strong stress on the first syllable: watching TV, leisure centre; these words have the 
strong stress on the second syllable: computer game, safari park, amusement park; this word has the strong stress 
on the third syllable: relaxation. 
 
5. Amusement park, basketball, beach, bowling club, café, camping, cinema, climbing, computer game, cooking, 
cycling, fishing, football, golf, hiking, hobby, holiday, hotel, internet, jogging, leisure centre, playground, park, picnic, 
reading, relaxation, rugby, safari park, skiing, sleeping bag, sport, sunbathing, swimming, swimming pool, tennis, 
tent, theatre, volleyball, watching TV, weekend. 
 
6. 4 letters: café, golf, park, sport, tent. 5 letters: beach, hobby, hotel, rugby. 6 letters: cinema, hiking, picnic, skiing, 
tennis. 7 letters: camping, cooking, cycling, fishing, holiday, jogging, reading, theatre, weekend. 8 letters: climbing, 
football, internet, swimming. 10 letters: basketball, playground, relaxation, safari park, sunbathing, volleyball, 
watching TV. 11 letters: bowling club, sleeping bag. 12 letters: computer game, swimming pool. 13 letters: 
amusement park, leisure centre. 
 
7. See answers to number 5 above. 
 
8. Answers will vary. 
 
 
Lesson Questions: 
 
1. Safari park. 
 
2. a) Park, b) sport, c) cooking, d) hotel, e) beach, f) tent. 
 
3. Answers will vary. Suggested answer: basketball, climbing, volleyball, hiking, football, golf, jogging, leisure centre, 
playground, park, rugby, skiing, sport, swimming, swimming pool, tennis, cycling. 
 
4. Amusement park, beach, bowling club, café, cinema, hotel, leisure centre, playground, park, theatre, swimming 
pool, tent, safari park. 
 
5. Reading. 
 
6. Camping. 
 
7. Relaxation. 
 
8. Answers will vary. Suggested answers: a) basketball, bowling club, café, cinema, computer game, cooking, hobby, 
hotel, internet, leisure centre, reading, relaxation, swimming, swimming pool, theatre, watching TV. b) volleyball, 
beach, camping, climbing, cooking, cycling, fishing, football, golf, hiking, hobby, jogging, playground, park, picnic, 
reading, relaxation, rugby, safari park, skiing, sleeping bag, sport, sunbathing, swimming, tennis, tent, amusement 
park. 
 
9. Weekend. 
 
10. Computer game. 
 
11. a) Cinema, b) theatre. 
 
12. Leisure centre. 
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13. Watching TV. 
 
14. a) Basketball, climbing, cycling, fishing, football, golf, rugby, skiing, tennis, volleyball. b) Answers will vary. 
 
 

Lesson Tests: 
 
 
Town: 
 
A) The syllable with the strong stress is marked in bold: a) post office (3 syllables). b) library (2 syllables). c) bakery 
(3 syllables). d) office (2 syllables). e) public toilets (4 syllables). 
 
B) 1. d), 2. a), 3. c). 
 
C) 1. b) is different because the other words are shops or stores.  2. a) is different because the other words are 
connected with sport or exercise. 3. c) is different because the other words are things you could find in the street. 
4. b) is different because the other words are places of worship. 
 
D) Verb form: present perfect. 1. have. 2. Alex. 3. to meet. 4. have. 5. Jon. 6. haven’t. 
 
E) Verb form: future forms. 7. When. 8. Friday. 9. Will. 10. it. 11. Saturday. 12. won’t. 
 
 
Food and Drink: 
 
A) a) milk. b) bread. c) cheese. d) fruit. e) chocolate. f) wine. 
 
B) 1. eat. 2. can. 3. himself. 4. going. 5. just. 
 
C) 1. cheese. 2. bread. 3. meat. 4. chips. 5. egg. 6. rice. 7. nut. 
 
D) Verb form: present simple. 1. is. 2. bread. 3. Is. 4. it. 5. best. 6. isn’t. 
 
E) Verb form: first conditional. 7. What. 8. put on weight. 9. Will. 10. will. 11. lose weight. 12. No. 
 
 
Shopping: 
 
A) 1. e) groceries. 2. d) escalator. 3. a) manager. 4. f) checkout. 5. b) supermarket. 6. c) promotion. 
 
B) 1. looked, everywhere, shop, tin, vegetable, soup, can’t, find, anywhere. 2. Jan, leaving, car park, finished, 
shopping. 3. take, lift, fifth, floor. 4. Simon, visiting, new, shopping, centre, St. Mark’s Road. 
 
C) 1. price. 2. pence. 3. receipt. 4. bag. 5. pounds. 6. till. 7. sale. 
 
D) Verb form: present simple. 1. Who. 2. is. 3. a small Italian restaurant. 4. she. 5. Is. 6. No. 
 
E) Verb form: past simple. 7. use. 8. My. 9. Did you use. 10. did. 11. to. 12. didn’t. 
 
 
Health: 
 
A) 1. headache. 2. accident. 3. illness. 4. infection. 5. emergency. 6. ambulance. 
 
B) 1. is sitting. 2. is. 3. is going, visit. 4. phoned, make. 
 
C) 1. The odd one out is appointment, because the other words are people. 2. The odd one out is allergy, because 
the other words are places. 3. The odd one out is plaster, because the other words are health problems. 4. The odd 
one out is health, because the other words all begin with the letter “p”. 
 
D) Verb form: modal verbs. 1. does. 2. Tomorrow. 3. Does. 4. does. 5. have to take. 6. doesn’t. 
 
E) Verb form: past continuous. 7. was. 8. Ella. 9. telling. 10. she. 11. Was. 12. No. 

http://enative.ir/


Talk a Lot 
 

Answers 
 
 

 
For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now! 

 

Talk a Lot  Elementary Book 1  ©  English Banana.com    132 
 

Transport: 
 
A) 1. We’ve cancelled our flight because our daughter is ill. 2. Oliver was crossing the road when he was hit by a bus. 
 
B) 1. is driving. 2. arrive, will. 3. cycle, get. 4. show. 
 
C) The correct stress pattern is a). 
 
D) Verb form: past simple. 1. do. 2. flew. 3. Did. 4. did. 5. go to. 6. No.  
 
E) Verb form: present simple. 7. When or What time. 8. At. 9. you. 10. I. 11. Do. 12. don’t. 
 
 
Family: 
 
A) 1. uncle. 2. sister, cousin. 3. nephew. 4. aunt, mum/mother. 
 
B) 1. Incorrect. It should be: “The whole family has decided to go on holiday to Florida next year.” 2. Correct. 
3. Incorrect. It should be: “My sister was walking to the city museum with her children when she saw a fox.” 
4. Incorrect. It should be: “Jenna’s aunt and uncle visited us in May because they wanted to see our new baby.” 
 
C) Answers will vary. Suggested answer: father, fiancée, girl, grandchild, husband, niece, partner, wife. 
 
D) Verb form: modal verbs. 1. Whose. 2. Your. 3. my. 4. they. 5. Should. 6. shouldn’t. 
 
E) Verb form: present continuous. 7. is. 8. Playing. 9. Is. 10. is. 11. Roberto’s daughter. 12. No. 
 
 
Clothes: 
 
A) 1. dress. 2. trousers. 3. uniform. 4. jacket. 5. glasses. 6. tie. 7. blouse. 
 
B) 1. b) I wear glasses because I’m short-sighted. 2. d) We’ll have a clearout of our wardrobe to see what we can 
give away to charity. 3. a) Stephen has to wear a blue and grey uniform every day for his job as a security guard. 
4. c) If you wear a suit and tie to the interview you’ll make an excellent impression. 
 
C) 1. been. 2. but. 
 
D) Verb form: past continuous. 1. was wearing. 2. was. 3. wearing. 4. he was. 5. Was. 6. wasn’t wearing. 
 
E) Verb form: present perfect. 7. have you always liked. 8. tops from Marks and Spencer. 9. Have. 10. have. 
11. always. 12. I haven’t always.  
 
 
Work:  
 
A) i) 1. Gerry, 2. hates, 3. working, 4. part-time, 5. dad’s, 6. furniture, 7. business. ii) 1. friend, 2. Jo, 3. been, 
4. unemployed, 5. last, 6. August. 
 
B) 1. jeweller. 2. chauffeur. 3. estate agent. 4. builder. 5. nurse. 6. teacher. 7. factory worker. 8. actor. 
9. hairdresser. 10. train driver. 11. accountant. 12. DJ. 
 
C) 1. Edward (second time). 2. was. 3. is. 4. the. 
 
D) Verb form: present continuous. 1. hoping to get promoted. 2. At the end. 3. Is. 4. Yes. 5. hoping to get. 6. she isn’t. 
 
E) Verb form: modal verbs. 7. What. 8. pay rise. 9. Do. 10. do. 11. I. 12. don’t. 
 
 
Home:  
 
A) bath, bathroom, bungalow, carpet, ceiling, cooker, cupboard, door, fireplace, freezer, fridge. 
 
B) 1. door, floor. 2. stairs. 3. light. 4. house. 5. shower. 6. hall, wall.  
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C) 1. showed. 2. machine. 3. you’ll. 4. before. 5. watching. 6. night. 
 
D) Verb form: present perfect. 1. What. 2. Cutting the grass. 3. Has. 4. has. 5. Jason finished. 6. hasn’t. 
 
E) Verb form: present simple. 7. do you. 8. In. 9. you. 10. I do. 11. Do. 12. don’t live. 
 
 
Free Time: 
 
A) 1. camping. 2. theatre. 3. picnic. 4. climbing. 5. park. 6. swimming pool. 7. beach. 8. hotel. 9. reading. 10. café. 
11. cooking. 12. sleeping bag. 
 
B) 1. c) Chester’s son was playing golf badly yesterday afternoon with a few friends from his cousin’s bowling club. 
2. a) I have seen Macbeth at this theatre five times. 3. d) Me, Jess and Casey are going to watch the tennis in the 
park. 4. b) I love going to the cinema with my friends, because we always have a good time. 
 
C) Answers will vary. Suggested answer: camping, climbing, fishing, hiking, jogging, reading, sunbathing, swimming, 
tennis, volleyball. 
 
D) Verb form: past simple. 1. did. 2. two weeks. 3. on. 4. we. 5. Did. 6. No. 
 
E) Verb form: present continuous. 7. is. 8. Barney and Wanda are. 9. Are. 10. are. 11. Alex and Sue. 12. they aren’t. 
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What is Sentence Stress? 
 
Sentence stress is a natural part of spoken English and students should be encouraged to use it during the course. 
English is a stress-timed language which is spoken with rhythm. This results from strong and weak stresses that are 
built into both individual words and sentences. How can students recognise stresses in a sentence? The main rules 
for sentence stress in a neutral sentence (one without special emphasis) are as follows: 
 

i) There are two kinds of word in most sentences: content words and function words. Content words 
are words that give the meaning in a sentence, such as nouns (e.g. bread), main verbs (e.g. eat, but 
not “be”), adjectives (e.g. sliced), adverbs (e.g. quickly), numbers, wh- question words (e.g. what), 
and negative auxiliary verbs (e.g. isn’t). Function words are words that are essential to make the 
sentence grammatically correct, but don’t have any intrinsic meaning on their own, i.e. without content 
words. They are words such as pronouns (e.g. she, them), auxiliary verbs (e.g. “are” in “They are 
going…”), prepositions (e.g. in, on), articles and determiners (e.g. a, the, some), conjunctions 
(e.g. and), quantifiers (e.g. many), and the verb “be” when used as a main verb. English native 
speakers may automatically listen to the content words in a sentence while absorbing the function 
words almost subconsciously. 

 
ii) The strong stresses fall on the content words in a sentence while the weak stresses fall on the 

function words. If a word has a strong stress in a sentence it is spoken with more emphasis and 
volume, and more slowly than a word with a weak stress. 

 
iii) The time between the stressed content words is the same, regardless of how many function words 

there are between them. 
 
But does sentence stress matter? It’s a difficult area – why not just leave it out? It can be a difficult concept for 
students to understand – particularly if their first language is not stress-timed, i.e. in their first language all the words 
in a sentence are spoken with equal stress. Native speakers of English speak quite naturally with sentence stress but 
if you asked one why they did this they would perhaps be unaware that they were even doing it, and at a loss to 
explain the rules (unless they had specifically studied the subject). Nevertheless, it is an important aspect of spoken 
English because when a student doesn’t speak with sentence stress they can be hard to understand, even when 
what they’re saying is grammatically correct and really interesting – a situation that can be quite frustrating for 
students. Understanding sentence stress can also help students to get more out of listening to spoken English. 
 
On pages 137 to 139 we show the sentence stress in all eighty sentence block starting sentences from this course. 
The words in black are content words and have strong stress, while the words in grey are function words and have 
weak stress. There are many different ways that teachers can highlight sentence stress during the course of each 
lesson; below there are a handful of suggested activities to get the ball rolling. Let’s use starting sentences from the 
“Food and Drink” topic in our examples. 
 
 
Example with a Starting Sentence: 
 
Michelle is having salad and pasta because she doesn’t eat meat. 
 
This sentence can be “translated” into weak and strong stresses like this: 
 
Michelle is having salad and pasta because she doesn’t eat meat. 
 
The beats and the rhythm caused by the weak and strong stresses can be indicated like this: 
 
Michelle is having salad and pasta because she doesn’t eat meat. 

  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●   ●    ●  ●  ●  ● 
 
So this starting sentence can be summarised in terms of sentence stress as simply: 

  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●   ●    ●  ●  ●  ● 
 
In this starting sentence the content words are: Michelle (noun), having (main verb), salad (noun), pasta (noun), 
doesn’t (negative auxiliary verb), eat (main verb), meat (noun). The function words are: is (auxiliary verb), and 
(conjunction), because (conjunction), she (personal pronoun). If you were to say the content words in order without  
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the function words, your listener could probably work out what you meant: 
 
Michelle is having salad and pasta because she doesn’t eat meat. 
 
 
Example with a Complete Sentence Block: 
 
The best kind of bread is white sliced bread. 
What 
 
The sentences can be “translated” into weak and strong stresses like this: 
 
The best kind of bread is white sliced bread. 
What is the best kind of bread? 
White sliced bread. 
Is white sliced bread the best kind of bread? 
Yes, it is. 
Is dry wholemeal bread the best kind of bread? 
No, it isn’t. Dry wholemeal bread isn’t the best kind of bread. 
 
The beats and the rhythm caused by the weak and strong stresses can be indicated like this: 
 
The best kind of bread is white sliced bread. 

 ●    ● ●  ● ●  ● ●  ●  ●   
 
 
What is the best kind of bread? 

●  ● ● ●  ● ●  ● 
 
…and so on. 
 
If you said only the content words, with rising intonation at the end of the yes/no questions, your listener would still 
get a good idea of your meaning: 
 
The best kind of bread is white sliced bread. 
What is the best kind of bread? 
White sliced bread. 
Is white sliced bread the best kind of bread? 
Yes 
Is dry wholemeal bread the best kind of bread? 
No, it isn’t. Dry wholemeal bread isn’t the best kind of bread. 
 
 
Activities for Highlighting Sentence Stress: 
 

• The teacher models the sentences and students repeat afterwards individually, in pairs, or as a group. 
• The students mark on their handout the words in a sentence or sentence block that are content (stressed) 

and function (unstressed). 
• The students record themselves saying starting sentences or sentence blocks with correct sentence stress, 

then listen back and check their work. 
• The teacher (or a partner for pair work) says a starting sentence or sentence block and the listeners have 

to write only the content words or only the function words from it. 
• The whole group (or pairs) have to recite sentence blocks (or individual sentences) as somebody claps, 

with the strong stresses falling on each clap and the weak stresses in between. 
• The students have to form starting sentences or sentence blocks when they are given only the content 

words, or only the function words, and a given verb form. 
• The students listen to songs, poems, or limericks and identify the content and function words; then practise 

repeating the lines with a partner or within the group. 
• The students have to recite all the stressed words in a sentence block from memory. 
• The students compile a list of content words and function words from a number of different sentence 

blocks, and put the words into groups, e.g. “noun”, “main verb”, “pronoun”, “conjunction”, “adjective”, etc. 
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• Mumbling game: the students have to say a starting sentence or sentence block, not omitting the function 
words completely, but mumbling them so that they are barely heard. This can demonstrate quite well how 
native speakers of English stress the content words – the words which have meaning – but glide over the 
function words as if they were of little or no importance. (Yet the function words are critically important, 
particularly in an English language examination situation, because they are the glue sticking the content 
words together.) 

• The teacher writes the content words from one sentence on separate cards (you could use the template on 
page 140 of this book) and the students have to put them in order, then fill in the missing function words. 

 
 
A Note about Emphasis: 
 
The arrangement of weak and strong stresses in a sentence can vary according to what the speaker wishes to 
emphasise. Look at this example: 
 
Ellen was talking about her sister who loves fish and chips. Neutral – no special emphasis  
 
Ellen was talking about her sister who loves fish and chips. It is important whose sister Ellen was talking about 
 
Ellen was talking about her sister who loves fish and chips. It is important when Ellen was talking about her sister 
 
…and so on. 
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Town: 
 
1. Peter walks two kilometres to his office every day.  

2. We’re waiting patiently for the bus at the bus stop opposite the church. 

3. Jennifer bought a couple of cakes at the bakery, then ran to the post office. 

4. The department store was opening until 10 o’clock because they were having a massive sale. 

5. I’ve agreed to meet Dan in the old market place outside the library. 

6. We could drive to the lake and go fishing. 

7. The new optician’s next to the bank will open next Friday. 

8. If the tennis court is busy we can go to the gym instead. 

 
 
Food and Drink: 
 
1. The best kind of bread is white sliced bread. 

2. Michelle is having salad and pasta because she doesn’t eat meat. 

3. Daniel gave himself the largest portion of ice cream. 

4. Ellen was talking about her sister who loves fish and chips. 

5. Jenny has just put the cheese in the fridge. 

6. Potatoes can be boiled, mashed, fried, chipped, roasted, or oven-baked. 

7. We’re going to buy some fruit at the supermarket this afternoon. 

8. If you eat too much chocolate you will put on weight. 

 
 
Shopping: 
 
1. Emma is the manager of a small Italian restaurant. 

2. Simon is visiting the new shopping centre near St. Mark’s Road. 

3. I used my debit card to buy a pair of shoes for work. 

4. Jan was leaving the car park because she had finished her shopping. 

5. I’ve looked everywhere in this shop for a tin of vegetable soup, but I can’t find one anywhere. 

6. We should take the lift to the fifth floor. 

7. After we finish buying groceries we’ll go to Nero’s for a quick coffee. 

8. If the checkout assistant offers to pack my bags I’ll let her. 

 
 
Health: 
 
1. Being healthy is very important to me. 

2. Sammi is sitting in the waiting room with her mum and brother. 

3. I phoned my doctor this morning to make an appointment. 

4. Ella was telling the receptionist about her husband’s painful arthritis. 

5. I’ve taken two tablets three times a day for a week, but I still don’t feel any better. 

6. Kenny has to take his prescription to the pharmacy tomorrow. 

7. Simon is going to visit the optician’s for an eye examination. 

8. If you ask the doctor she will give you some good advice about your problem. 
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Transport: 
 
1. I usually get the train at 7.28. 

2. Gemma is driving to the airport to pick up her grandmother. 

3. I flew from Heathrow to Copenhagen last night. 

4. Oliver was crossing the road when he was hit by a bus. 

5. We’ve cancelled our flight because our daughter is ill. 

6. All passengers must show their passports and boarding passes at the gate. 

7. The next train to arrive at platform 8 will be the 9.49 service to Cardiff. 

8. If we cycle to work we’ll get there in about an hour. 

 
 
Family: 
 
1. My mum lives with her new partner in Brighton. 

2. Roberto’s daughter is playing with her cousins. 

3. Jenna’s aunt and uncle visited us in May because they wanted to see our new baby. 

4. My sister was walking to the city museum with her children when she saw a fox. 

5. The whole family has decided to go on holiday to Florida next year. 

6. Your grandma and granddad should think about moving into a retirement bungalow. 

7. Sam’s brother is going to start university in Edinburgh next September. 

8. If our parents get divorced the family will be very disappointed. 

 
 
Clothes: 
 
1. I wear glasses because I’m short-sighted. 

2. Harry is trying on a new pair of smart black trousers. 

3. Frankie bought herself a new dress and some underwear in the trendiest boutique on Oxford Street. 

4. Michael was wearing the yellow and brown striped pyjamas that his grandma had knitted him for Christmas. 

5. I have always liked jackets and tops from Marks and Spencer. 

6. Stephen has to wear a blue and grey uniform every day for his job as a security guard. 

7. We’ll have a clearout of our wardrobe to see what we can give away to charity. 

8. If you wear a suit and tie to the interview you’ll make an excellent impression. 

 
 
Work: 
 
1. Gerry hates working part-time for his dad’s furniture business. 

2. Helena is hoping to get promoted at the end of the year. 

3. When Greg worked for Dell he had to do plenty of overtime. 

4. Edward was updating his CV because he wanted to apply for a new job. 

5. My friend Jo has been unemployed since last August. 

6. You need to ask your manager for a pay rise as soon as possible! 

7. I’m going to visit that new employment agency about temporary work. 

8. Dave will have to work very hard if he wants to have a successful career in sales. 
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Home: 
 
1. I live in a small semi-detached house in Manchester. 

2. Mark is buying a new washing machine because his old one is broken. 

3. When I went to their home Jack and Lisa showed me their new bathroom. 

4. Sarah and Noel were watching funny DVDs in their living room for three hours last night. 

5. Jason has finished cutting the grass in the back garden. 

6. Barry has to do the washing up every night after tea. 

7. I’ll do the hoovering quickly before I have a bath. 

8. If you sell your horrible flat you’ll be able to put down a deposit on a nice house. 

 
 
Free Time: 
 
1. I love going to the cinema with my friends, because we always have a good time. 

2. Barney and Wanda are enjoying a day out at an amusement park. 

3. We went on a camping holiday last summer for two weeks. 

4. Chester’s son was playing golf badly yesterday afternoon with a few friends from his cousin’s bowling club. 

5. I have seen Macbeth at this theatre five times. 

6. You should do some exercise instead of playing computer games all day. 

7. Me, Jess and Casey are going to watch the tennis in the park. 

8. If the leisure centre is still open we can all go swimming. 
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Sentence Stress Activity Cards (see page 136) 
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AGREE 
APPLY 
ARRIVE 
ASK 
BE 
BUY 
CANCEL 
CROSS 
CUT 
CYCLE 
DECIDE 
DO 
DRIVE 
EAT 
ENJOY 
FEEL 
FIND 
FINISH 
FLY 
GET 
GET DIVORCED 
GET PROMOTED 
GIVE 
GIVE AWAY 
GO 
HATE 
HAVE 
HIT 
HOPE 
KNIT 
LEAVE 
LET 
LIKE 
LIVE 
LOOK 

___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 

LOVE 
MAKE 
NEED 
OFFER 
OPEN 
PACK 
PHONE 
PICK UP 
PLAY 
PUT 
PUT DOWN 
PUT ON 
RUN 
SEE 
SELL 
SHOW 
SIT 
START 
TAKE 
TALK 
TELL 
THINK 
TRY ON 
UPDATE 
USE 
VISIT 
WAIT 
WALK 
WANT 
WATCH 
WEAR 
WORK 
 
 
 

_________
_________
_________
_________
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________
_________
_________
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 
_________ 

http://enative.ir/


Talk a Lot 
 

Discussion Words from Elementary Book 1 
 
 

 
For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now! 

 

Talk a Lot  Elementary Book 1  ©  English Banana.com    142 
 

accident LDôâKëfKÇ]åíL= building LDÄfäKÇfÏL=
accountant L]Dâ~råKí]åíL= building site LDÄfäKÇfÏ=ë~fíL=
actor LDôâKí]L= bungalow LDÄ¾ÏKÖ]äK]rL=
admin assistant LDôÇKãfå=]DëfëKíåíL= bus LÄ¾ëL=
adopted family L]DÇ^éKífÇ=DÑôãK]KäáL= bus stop LÄ¾ë=ëífléL=
aeroplane LDÉ]êK]KéäÉfåL= butcher LDÄrípK]L=
airport LDÉ]KélWêíL= butter LDÄ¾íK]L=
aisle L~fäL= buttons LDÄ¾íK]åòL=
allergy LDôäK]KÇwáL= café LDâôÑKÉfL=
ambulance LDôãKÄàrKä]åíëL= camping LDâôãKéfÏL=
amusement park L]DãàìWòKã]åí=é^WâL= cancellation LâôåíKë]äDÉfKp]åL=
apartment L]Dé^WíKã]åíL= cancer LDâôåíKë]L=
apartment block L]Dé^WíKã]åí=ÄäflâL= canoe Lâ]DåìWL=
apple LDôéKäL= car Lâ^WL=
appointment L]DélfåíKã]åíL= car park LDâ^W=é^WâL=
artist LD^WKífëíL= carpet LDâ^WKéfíL=
aunt L^WåíL= carrot LDâôêK]íL=
baby LDÄÉfKÄáL= car showroom Lâ^W=Dp]rKêrãL=
bag LÄôÖL= cash LâôpL=
baker LDÄÉfKâ]L= cash point LDâôp=élfåíL=
bakery LDÄÉfKâ]êKáL= casino Lâ]DëáWKå]rL=
banana LÄ]Då^WKå]L= cathedral Lâ]DqáWKÇê]äL=
bank LÄôÏâL= ceiling LDëáWKäfÏL=
basketball LDÄ^WKëâfíKÄlWäL= cereal LDëf]KêfKà]äL=
bath LÄ^WqL= change LípÉfåÇwL=
bathroom LDÄ^WqKêrãL= chauffeur Lp]rDÑ]L=
beach LÄáWípL= checkout LDípÉâK~ríL=
bed LÄÉÇL= checkout assistant LDípÉâK~rí=]DëfëKí]åíL=
bed and breakfast LÄÉÇ=]åÇ=DÄêÉâKÑ]ëíL= cheese LípáWòL=
bedroom LDÄÉÇKêrãL= chemist LDâÉãKfëíL=
beef LÄáWÑL= chicken LDípfâKfåL=
belt LÄÉäíL= child Líp~fäÇL=
bench LÄÉåípL= chips LípféëL=
bike LÄ~fâL= chocolate LDípflâKä]íL=
blouse LÄä~ròL= church Líp‰WípL=
boat LÄ]ríL= cinema LDëfåK]Kå]L=
bookshop LDÄrâKpfléL= city LDëfíKáL=
bowling club LDÄ]rKäfÏ=âä¾ÄL= climbing LDâä~fKãfÏL=
boy LÄlfL= clothes Lâä]raòL=
boyfriend LDÄlfKÑêÉåÇL= clothes shop LDâä]raò=pfléL=
bra LÄê^WL= coat Lâ]ríL=
bread LÄêÉÇL= college LDâfläKfÇwL=
bridge LÄêfÇwL= community centre Lâ]DãàìWKå]Kíf=DëÉåKí]L=
broken bone LÄê]rKâå=DÄ]råL= commuter Lâ]DãàìWKí]L=
brother LDÄê¾aK]L= computer game Lâ]ãDéàìWKí]=ÖÉfãL=
brother-in-law LDÄê¾aK]=få=älWL= cooker LDârâK]L=
bruise LÄêìWòL= cooking LDârâKfÏL=
builder LDÄfäKÇ]L= cousin LDâ¾òK]åL=
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crisps LâêfëéëL= fish LÑfpL=
cruise LâêìWòL= fishing LDÑfpKfÏL=
crutch Lâê¾ípL= flat LÑäôíL=
cupboard LDâ¾ÄK]ÇL= flight LÑä~fíL=
customer LDâ¾ëKí]Kã]L= floor LÑälWL=
cut Lâ¾íL= florist LDÑäflêKfëíL=
cycling LDë~fKâäfÏL= flour LÑä^r]L=
dad LÇôÇL= food LÑìWÇL=
daughter LDÇlWKí]L= football LDÑríKÄlWäL=
debit card LDÇÉÄKfí=â^WÇL= football stadium LDÑríKÄlWä=DëíÉfKÇáK]ãL=
delicatessen LÇÉäKfKâ]DíÉëKÉåL= foster parent LDÑflëKí]=DéÉ]Kê]åíL=
dentist LDÇÉåKífëíL= free time LÑêáW=í~fãL=
department store LÇfDé^WíKã]åí=ëílWL= freezer LDÑêáWKò]L=
detached house LÇfDíôípí=Ü~rëL= fridge LÑêfÇwL=
dining chair LDÇ~fKåfÏ=ípÉ]L= frozen food LDÑê]rKòÉå=ÑìWÇL=
dining room LDÇ~fKåfÏ=êìWãL= fruit LÑêìWíL=
dining table LDÇ~fKåfÏ=DíÉfKÄäL=== fruit juice LÑêìWí=ÇwìWëL=
DJ LDÇáWKÇwÉfL= garage LDÖôêK^WwL=
doctor LDÇflâKí]L= garden LDÖ^WKÇ]åL=
door LÇlWL= gardener LDÖ^WÇKå]L=
dress LÇêÉëL= girl LÖ‰WäL=
drink LÇêfÏâL= girlfriend LDÖ‰WäKÑêÉåÇL=
driver LDÇê~fKî]L= glasses LDÖä^WKëfòL=
driving licence LDÇê~fKîfÏ=Dä~fKë]åíëL= glove LÖä¾îL=
DVD player LÇáWKîáWDÇáW=DéäÉfK]L= golf LÖfläÑL=
earring LDf]KêfÏL= grandchild LDÖêôåÇKíp~fäÇL=
egg LÉÖL= granddad LDÖêôåKÇôÇL=
electrician LfäKÉâDíêfpKÉåL= granddaughter LDÖêôåÇKÇlWKí]L=
emergency LfDã‰WKÇw]åíKëáL= grandma LDÖêôåÇKã^WL=
emergency exit LfDã‰WKÇw]åíKëá=DÉâKëfíL= grandson LDÖêôåÇKë¾åL=
engine LDÉåKÇwfåL= greengrocer LDÖêáWÏKÖê]rKë]L=
escalator LDÉëKâ]KäÉfKí]L= groceries LDÖê]rKë]êKáWòL=
estate agent LfDëíÉfí=DÉfKÇw]åíL= hairdresser LDÜÉ]KÇêÉëK]L=
ex- LÉâëL= hall LÜlWäL=
examination LfÖKòôãKfDåÉfKp]åL= handbag LDÜôåÇKÄôÖL=
express lane LfâDëéêÉë=äÉfåL= hat LÜôíL=
factory worker LDÑôâKíêá=Dï‰WKâ]L= headache LDÜÉÇKÉfâL=
family LDÑôãK]äKáL= head teacher LDÜÉÇ=DíáWKíp]L=
fare LÑÉ]L= health LÜÉäqL=
farmer LDÑ^WKã]L= high heels LÜ~f=Üf]äòL=
father LDÑ^WKa]L= hiking LDÜ~fKâfÏL=
father-in-law LDÑ^WKa]=få=älWL= hobby LDÜflÄKáL=
ferry LDÑÉêKáL= holiday LDÜfläKfKÇÉfL=
fever LDÑáWKî]L= holiday resort LDÜfläKfKÇÉf=êfDòlWíL=
fiancé LÑáD^WåKëÉfL= home LÜ]rãL=
fiancée LÑáD^WåKëÉfL= hospital LDÜflëKéfKí]äL=
fine LÑ~fåL= hotel LÜ]rDíÉäL=
fireplace LDÑ~f]KéäÉfëL= house LÜ~rëL=
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husband LDÜ¾òKÄ]åÇL= nursery nurse LDå‰WëKêá=å‰WëL=
illness LDfäKå]ëL= nut Lå¾íL=
infection LfåDÑÉâKp]åL= office LDflÑKfëL=
injection LfåDÇwÉâKp]åL= onion LD¾åKà]åL=
internet LDfåKí]KåÉíL= opening times LD]rKé]åKfÏ=í~fãòL=
jacket LDÇwôâKfíL= optician LfléDífpK]åL=
jeans LÇwáWåòL= optician’s LfléDífpK]åòL=
jeweller LDÇwìWäK]L= orange LDflêKfåÇwL=
jogging LDÇwflÖKfÏL= painter and decorator LDéÉfåKí]=]å=DÇÉâK]êKÉfKí]L=
journey LDÇw‰WKåáL= pants LéôåíëL=
jumper LDÇw¾ãKé]L= parent LDéÉ]Kê]åíL=
kitchen LDâfípK]åL= park Lé^WâL=
knickers LDåfâK]òL= partner LDé^WíKå]L=
lake LäÉfâL= passenger LDéôëK]åKÇw]L=
lamb LäôãL= pasta LDéôëKí]L=
lecturer LDäÉâKíp]êK]L= patient LDéÉfKp]åíL=
leisure centre LDäÉwK]=DëÉåKí]L= pavement LDéÉfîKã]åíL=
lemonade LäÉãK]DåÉfÇL= pence LéÉåíëL=
library LDä~fKÄêáL= petrol pump LDéÉíKê]ä=é¾ãéL=
lift LäfÑíL= pharmacist LDÑ^WKã]KëfëíL=
light Lä~fíL= pharmacy LDÑ^WKã]KëáL=
living room LDäfîKfÏ=êìWãL= picnic LDéfâKåfâL=
local shop LDä]rKâ]ä=pfléL= pie Lé~fL=
man LãôåL= pizza LDéáWíKë]L=
manager LDãôåKfKÇw]L= plaster LDéä^WKëí]L=
market LDã^WKâfíL= playground LDéäÉfKÖê~råÇL=
market place LDã^WKâfí=éäÉfëL= plumber LDéä¾ãK]L=
meal Lãf]äL= police officer Lé]DäáWë=DflÑKfKë]L=
meat LãáWíL= police station Lé]DäáWë=DëíÉfKp]åL=
mechanic Lã]DâôåKfâL= post office Lé]rëí=DflÑKfëL=
milk LãfäâL= potato Lé]DíÉfKí]rL=
mineral water LDãfåKê]ä=DïlWKí]L= pounds Lé~råÇëL=
model LDãflÇK]äL= prescription LéêfDëâêféKp]åL=
money LDã¾åKáL= price Léê~fëL=
mosque LãflëâL= problem LDéêflÄKä]ãL=
mother LDã¾aK]L= promotion Léê]Dã]rKp]åL=
mother-in-law LDã¾aK]=få=älWL= public toilets LDé¾ÄKäfâ=DílfKä]íëL=
motorbike LDã]rKí]KÄ~fâL= pyjamas LéfDÇw^WKã]òL=
motorway LDã]rKí]KïÉfL= queue LâàìWL=
mum Lã¾ãL= radiator LDêÉfKÇáKÉfKí]L=
mushroom LDã¾pKêìWãL= rash LêôpL=
necklace LDåÉâKä]ëL= reading LDêáWKÇfÏL=
needle LDåáWKÇäL= receipt LêfDëáWíL=
nephew LDåÉÑKàìWL= receptionist LêfDëÉéKp]åKfëíL=
newspaper reporter LDåàìWòKéÉfKé]=êfKélWKí]L== refund LDêáWKÑ¾åÇL=
niece LåáWëL= relaxation LêáWKäôâDëÉfKp]åL=
nightdress LDå~fíKÇêÉëL= reservation LêÉòK]DîÉfKp]åL=
nurse Lå‰WëL= restaurant LDêÉëKí]KêflåíL=
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rice Lê~fëL= stretcher LDëíêÉípK]L=
ring LêfÏL= suit LëàìWíL=
river LDêfîK]L= sunbathing LDë¾åKÄÉfKafÏL=
road Lê]rÇL= supermarket LDëìWKé]Kã^WKâfíL=
road sign Lê]rÇ=ë~fåL= surgery LDë‰WKÇw]êKáL=
roundabout LDê~råÇK]KÄ~ríL= swimming LDëïfãKfÏL=
rugby LDê¾ÖKÄáL= swimming pool LDëïfãKfÏ=éìWäL=
runway LDê¾åKïÉfL= tablets LDíôÄKä]íëL=
safari park Lë]DÑ^WKêá=é^WâL= take-off LDíÉfâKflÑL=
sale LëÉfäL= taxi LDíôâKëáL=
sales assistant LëÉfäò=]DëfëKí]åíL= tax office Líôâë=DflÑKfëL=
sausage LDëflëKfÇwL= teacher LDíáWKíp]L=
scales LëâÉfäòL= television LDíÉäKfKîfwK]åL=
scarf Lëâ^WÑL= tennis LDíÉåKfëL=
school LëâìWäL= tennis court LDíÉåKfë=âlWíL=
security guard LëfDâàr]KêfKíá=Ö^WÇL= tent LíÉåíL=
semi-detached house LëÉãKáKÇfDíôípí=Ü~rëL= theatre LDqáWK]Kí]L=
service station LDë‰WKîfë=DëíÉfKp]åL= ticket LDífâKfíL=
shelf LpÉäÑL= tie Lí~fL=
ship LpáéL= tights Lí~fíëL=
shirt Lp‰WíL= till LífäL=
shoe LpìWL= toilet LDílfKä]íL=
shop LpfléL= tomato Lí]Dã^WKí]rL=
shopping LDpfléKfÏL= toothbrush LDíìWqKÄê¾pL=
shopping centre LDpfléKfÏ=DëÉåKí]L= toothpaste LDíìWqKéÉfëíL=
shorts LplWíëL= top LífléL=
shower LDp~rK]L= town Lí~råL=
sideboard LDë~fÇKÄlWÇL= town hall Lí~rå=ÜlWäL=
singer LDëfÏK]L= tracksuit LDíêôâKëàìWíL=
sink LëfÏâL= tractor LDíêôâKí]L=
sister LDëfëKí]L= traffic lights LDíêôÑKfâ=ä~fíëL=
sister-in-law LDëfëKí]=få=älWL= train LíêÉfåL=
skiing LDëâáWKàfÏL= train driver LíêÉfå=DÇê~fKî]L=
skirt Lëâ‰WíL= trainer LDíêÉfKå]L=
sleeping bag LDëäáWKéfÏ=ÄôÖL= transport LDíêôåKëélWíL=
slipper LDëäféK]L= travel agent LDíêôîK]ä=DÉfKÇw]åíL=
sock LëflâL= trolley LDíêfläKáL=
sofa LDë]rKÑ]L= trousers LDíê~rKò]òL=
soldier LDë]räKÇw]L= t-shirt LDíáWKp‰WíL=
son Lë¾åL= tyre Lí~f]L=
soup LëìWéL= uncle LD¾ÏKâäL=
sport LëélWíL= underwear LD¾åKÇ]KïÉ]L=
stairs LëíÉ]òL= uniform LDàìWKåfKÑlWãL=
station LDëíÉfKp]åL= university LàìWKåfDî‰WKëfKíáL=
stethoscope LDëíÉqK]Këâ]réL= van LîôåL=
stitches LDëífípK]òL= vegetable LDîÉÇwKí]KÄäL=
stomach ache LDëí¾ãK]âKÉfâL= vest LîÉëíL=
strawberry LDëíêlWKÄÉêKáL= village LDîfäKfÇwL=
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volleyball LDîfläKáKÄlWäL=
waiting room LDïÉfKífÏ=êìWãL=
wall LïlWäL=
wardrobe LDïlWKÇê]rÄL=
washing machine LDïflpKfÏ=ã]DpáWåL=
watching TV LDïflípKfÏ=íáWDîáWL=
water LDïlWKí]L=
way in LïÉfDàfåL=
way out LïÉfDà~ríL=
weekend LïáWâDÉåÇL=
wheelchair LDïáWäKípÉ]L=
wife Lï~fÑL=
wine Lï~fåL=
woman LDïrãK]åL=
work Lï‰WâL=
x-ray LDÉâëKêÉfL=
zip LòféL=
 
My vocabulary words: 
 
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
 = = =
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 



Talk a Lot 
 

The 48 Sounds of English with the 
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 

 
 

 
For more fun worksheets, games and quizzes log onto www.englishbanana.com now! 

 

Talk a Lot  Elementary Book 1  ©  English Banana.com    147 
 

 
23 Vowel Sounds:  (8 short)  (5 long)  (10 diphthongs) 
 
1.   f====dish  LÇfpL= = = 8.   áW= three  LqêáWL=
2.   ô==bat  LÄôíL= = = 9.   ^W= star  Lëí^WL=
3.   fl= sock  LëflâL= = = 10.   lW==ball  LÄlWäL=
4.   r= pull  LéräL= = = 11.   ìW==shoot LpìWíL=
5.   ]== shoulder LDp]räKÇ]L= = 12.   ‰W==shirt= = Lp‰WíL=
6.   É= leg  LäÉÖL= = = 13.   ¾==cup  Lâ¾éL=
7.   á== happy  LDÜôéKáL=
 
 
 
10 Diphthongs: 
 
14.   Éf===plane= LéäÉfåL==  19.   ]r===home= LÜ]rãL=
15.   ~f===time== Lí~fãL= = = 20.   ~r===cow== Lâ~rL=
16.   lf===toy= = LílfL= = = 21.   f]===here== LÜf]L=
17.   É]===pear== LéÉ]L= = = 22.   r]===pure= Léàr]L=
18.   ~f]===hire== LDÜ~fK]L= = 23.   ~r]===power= LDé~rK]L=
 
 
 
25 Consonant Sounds:  (15 voiced)  (10 unvoiced) 
 
24.   Ä===bag  LÄôÖL= = = 37.   ê===road  Lê]rÇL=
25.   Ö===glass LÖä^WëL== = 38.   ï===week LïáWâL=
26.   î===van  LîôåL= = = 39.   à===yoghurt LDàflÖK]íL=
27.   í===taxi  LDíôâKëáL= = 40.   ã===music LDãàìWKòfâL=
28.   Ç===dice  LÇ~fëL= = = 41.   å===nurse Lå‰WëL=
29.   q===thousand LDq~rKò]åÇL= = 42.   Ï===ring  LêfÏL=
30.   a===brother LDÄê¾aK]L= = 43.   ä===lake  LäÉfâL= = =
31.   é===pig  LéfÖL= = = 44.   Ñ= ==frog  LÑêflÖL=
32.   â===kit  LâfíL= = = 45.   ò===zip  LòféL=
33.   ë===snow  Lëå]rL= = = 46.   w===revision LêfDîfwK]åL 
34.   p===shop  LpfléL= = = 47.   Çw===jam  LÇwôãL=
35.   íp===cheese LípáWòL= = = 48.   ñ===loch  LäflñL=
36.   Ü===head  LÜÉÇL= = =  
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